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How did the Twelve know to go to him?  

 

 How did they know that they were wanted? 

 

How did they hear his call to come and be with him on the mountain? 

 

Mark doesn’t tell us. He simply says, “He went up the mountain and called to him those 

whom he wanted, and they came…” Let’s imagine the scene through the eyes of one in the 

crowd. Maybe you’ve come from as far south as Jerusalem to witness this profound teacher and 

miracle worker. You have followed Jesus around Galilee and come to know some things about 

his message and his ways. One day, early in the morning, you catch sight of him slipping away 

up a mountain trail, away from you and the rest of the crowd. You’ve grown accustomed to 

behavior like this. But then, perhaps one by one, perhaps in small groups, perhaps all together, 

others rise and begin to go after him, taking the way he took up the mountain. Even from a 

distance, you recognize them: Peter, James, and John; Andrew, Philip, and Bartholomew; 

Matthew, Thomas, and James, the son of Alphaeus; Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananaean, and Judas 

Iscariot. It’s not the most natural collection of personalities, and so you wonder, “What has 

prompted them to go?”  

 

Maybe the answer is simply that Jesus called the Twelve as he turned to go, gestured for 

them to follow, so that there was never a moment of true separation or uncertainty. In other 

words, the Twelve knew all along that they were to go after him. Many, like Peter, Andrew, 

James, and John, had been with Jesus since the early days of his ministry; they had already been 

called once, and they were in the habit of going where he went. For some of us, this is how we 

know Jesus wants us: we’ve always known, always been with him, always felt chosen. Raised in 

the church, baptized and confirmed in the faith, shaped by a tradition – it is simply in our bones 

to go where Jesus goes. Perhaps that’s how they knew. 

 

It is also possible that Jesus went alone, and, after traveling for a while, reached some 

high ledge on the mountainside. He turned back and face the crowd spread out far below him. 

Then, with joy, he bellowed out their names, his voice ringing through hills. You see, Jesus had 

been mulling over this for some time. He was going to form an inner circle, a beloved 

community out of the midst of the crowd. He would share intimate moments of teaching and 

promise-making with them, and entrust them with carrying the gospel into the world. It was an 

enormous decision, an announcement worthy of being shouted from the rooftops. Perhaps Jesus’ 

happy voice boomed out like the thunderclaps on Sinai: “Peter, Philip, Thaddaeus, come to me!” 

Unlike those who’ve always known, for some, this call, this divine wanting, breaks through to us 

in moments of direct revelation and profound insight, like the flash of light on the Damascus 

Road. We know we are wanted because we have heard our names. 
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Let’s imagine a third way. Perhaps Jesus went to his place of prayer and engaged in 

discernment, laying his desires and weighing his decision in the presence of his Heavenly Parent. 

He knew it would take time, that the names wouldn’t all come at once, so he brought a 

messenger with him, a runner to be stationed nearby, ready to go up and down the mountain trail. 

Slowly, the names emerged in Jesus’ spirit. As they did, Jesus spoke them to his messenger, and 

the messenger carried these sacred invitations back to the crowd. One by one, the messenger 

searched them out: “John, he wants you. Andrew, he wants you. Thomas, he wants you. Yes, I 

know I already fetched a Simon and a James, but he wants the both of you too.” Is this not 

another way Jesus reveals our belovedness to us, through the words of a messenger? We know 

we are wanted because someone has told us – a friend, mentor, teacher, pastor, partner, maybe 

even a stranger. “He wants you. Yes, you. Go and join him on the mountain!” 

 

How did they know? Let me place one more possibility before you. We must wonder 

how it might have happened if the Twelve had not been previously instructed, if they had not 

heard Jesus shouting from the mountaintop, if no messenger had come for them. Perhaps, when 

Jesus went away, his absence stirred something up in these twelve hearts. It is one of the 

mysteries of faith that absence can prepare the way for ascent. I wonder if the Twelve felt a 

desire for the company of their friend and teacher, a desire that grew stronger and stronger with 

each moment that he stayed away. They wanted to be with him! So, hearing no voice but that of 

their hearts, they realized what must be done: they must go and seek their beloved. When they 

reached him on the mountain, in the secret place of prayer, there they were, the right twelve, for 

their wanting and his wanting were the same. This way of hearing and knowing is difficult to 

name, but it is nonetheless very real. Some of us experience a restlessness of spirit, an inner tug 

to go searching, a longing to reach the One who waits just up ahead. 

 

 As you can see, the ways that we might imagine the Twelve going to Jesus are as varied 

as the ways that God speaks to the human heart. Considering them leads each of us into greater 

self-understanding, for each of us must ask ourselves: “How do I hear Jesus’ call? How is it that 

I know that Jesus wants me? Do I come because I have always been with him, and I trust in what 

has been handed down to me? Do I come because of a powerful moment of awakening and 

transformation, God rending the heavens the call my name? Do I come because someone first 

came to me announcing the good news of salvation and offering me an invitation to faith? Do I 

come because of an unquenchable longing for the One whose company I seek?” 

 

Answering this question for ourselves, and recognizing that others answer it differently, 

leads us to greater love. If forces us to ask: “Since we hear God in diverse ways, how can we, as 

a family of faith, honor one another’s unique experiences of calling?” When these various ways 

of receiving grace are celebrated, the whole ministry of the church in enriched. We become a 

community that seeks to instill a sense of belovedness in our children, so that they might know 

they’re wanted from the beginning. We become a community that celebrates moments of radical 

transformation and personal encounter with God. We become a community passionate about 

telling the story to others and sharing the good news that we are wanted and known by God. And 

we become a community sensitive to the movements of the heart, unafraid to welcome those who 

desire something that, at present, eludes them. 
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Let us remember that the twelve disciples did not choose one another. Jesus chose them, 

and they chose Jesus. Fishermen and tax collectors, natives and foreigners, political enemies, 

even a betrayer – all were in the mix. The church is not a factory that reproduces one particular 

kind of person; it’s not a biological family where everyone shares common origins or blood ties 

or even natural loyalties. No, the church is a community of people wanted by Jesus, who have 

heard him calling their names, and who want him back, who go to him. We are his family 

because we have come to him and are where he is – and for no other reason. We sit around him. 

As Mark shows us, others, even those we love dearly, may stand outside and try to call us away. 

It is then that we must be grateful for the fellowship of this spiritual family, bound together by 

the One at the center.  

 

I have said there are many paths to Jesus, all rooted in his eternal wanting of us, all 

resulting in our being with him and, therefore, with each other. Friends, your names are being 

called today. 

 

If you have been with Jesus your whole life, you belong here. Make this family richer in 

grace.  

 

If you have encountered God in profound, personal ways that have changed your life, you 

belong here. Make this family richer in glory. 

 

If you have heard God through the witness of another, you belong here. Make this family 

richer in faith. 

 

If you are seeking and searching for the satisfaction of your soul, you belong here. Make 

this family richer in love. 

 

Amen.   

 

“Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, 

to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 

world” (John 17:24). 

 
 

 

 


