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This Advent, Judy DelDebbio and I have decided to incorporate a recurring song in      
our worship services. The song is “O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines.” You can find   
one setting of it in your United Methodist Hymnals on page 729, and we’re using a more 
contemporary arrangement by musician Josh Garrels off his Christmas album, The Light 
Came Down (2016). Here are the lyrics, with many references both direct and indirect to 
passages from the prophet Isaiah which are always slated by the lectionary to be read in 
Advent worship: 
 

O day of peace that dimly shines 
Through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 
Guide us to justice, truth, and love, 
Delivered from our selfish schemes. 
 
May the swords of hate fall from our hands, 
Our hearts from envy find release, 
Till by God's grace our warring world 
Shall see Christ's promised reign of peace. 
 
Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, 
Nor shall the fierce devour the small; 
As beasts and cattle calmly graze, 
A little child shall lead them all. 
 
Then enemies shall learn to love, 
All creatures find their true accord; 
The hope of peace shall be fulfilled, 
For all the earth shall know the Lord. 
 

 When we speak of the adventus – “coming” – of Christ, this is what I hope we mean: the arrival of way of 
living together marked by a communally willed end to violence. Violent intentions. Violent tools. Violent values. 
Violent social organizations. God came to us as an infant doomed to die in order to expose the ultimate futility of 
violence in all its forms to produce the kind of meaningful existence we deeply crave. But before exposing its futili-
ty, Jesus first exposed its power over and within us, how quickly we turn to it when we are called to repent of it. 
 
 I don’t need to go through the litany of violent acts and situations that have filled our newspapers and    
newsfeeds in recent weeks. What I do want to do is challenge all of us to take this season and linger in a kind of 
prayer that corresponds to the lengthening nights, a kind of prayer that acknowledges the shadows without, turns to 
face the shadows within, and longs for the release that only God’s mercy can grant us. 
 

Prayers of intercession can do this, as can prayers of self-examination and confession. One wonderful way to 
pray in Advent is to take up the words of a beloved song and pray them repeatedly, slowly. Maybe it’s the words of 
our theme song, or the words of a favorite carol. Maybe it’s the biblical songs of Zechariah, Mary, and Simeon (Luke 
1:67-79; 1:46-55; 2:29-32). Perhaps you may choose the simplicity of silent meditation, allowing yourself to be still 
and know the all-pervading presence of God. The point is to pray, to fix our attention on that dim but steady light of 
a promised peace. The point is for prayer to become a means of God’s grace, allowing the Holy Spirit to sanctify our 
hearts, and leading us toward a more perfect knowledge of the Lord. May it be so. 

From Our Pastor    



• Barb Hanson, Roger, and the rest of the family.  Barb is home on hospice care. 
• Floyd and Peggy Anderson -- ongoing recovery and healing 
• Mary Guyton 

• Lori Vaughn -- in the hospital but doing better after surgery; pray for healing 

• Susan -- Lori Vaughn’s daughter who is in SLC with Lori 

• Charlie Sloat -- fighting an infection from a cat bite, diagnosed with leukemia, and he is moving 

• Letha Essinger-- health concerns 

• Kathy Horsch, Tiffany Bulger and Family -- the death of Kathy’s mom, Loave Garton 

• Please pray for Frances Baker as she has been having a great deal of pain in her feet. She had a procedure            
      on November 22 to open the veins in one leg, and her circulation has improved.  Will go back December  
      13 for the other leg.  Pray for the doctors and caregivers.  Hopefully this will take care of the pain. 

• Dillon Katzenstein-- pray for successful interview for new job 

• Evie Dingman  

Prayer Concerns 
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Thank you to everyone 
who helped decorate the 

church for the Advent 
and Christmas Seasons! 

 
We could not have 

done it without you! 
 

Thank You! 
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Classifieds 

 Thank-you  
It takes a congregation working together to make our church run smoothly and that is what happened on    
Consecration Sunday.  Thanks to all of you who stepped up to the plate and helped not only with the prepara-
tion, donation of food, serving the food and clean up, but also making a commitment of your money for the 
coming year.   Thanks to each and every one of you,  

Altar Flowers 
The sheet for Altar Flowers for 2023 is ready and hanging on the bulletin board outside the office.  Please 
sign up to sponsor Altar flowers throughout the year.  These are placed on our Altar in memory or honor of a 
loved one.  The cost is $35.00 and you may take them home after the worship service.  Please specify on your 
check or offering envelope that it is for Altar Flowers.   
 
If you have flowers from your garden you would like to put on the Altar, please put your name on the date 
you will bring them and specify you will supply the arrangement.   
 
Thank you for helping remember and/or celebrate those we love. 

Christmas Cards to our Church Family 
Remember our church mailbox is on the table in the Narthex.  This is a way for you to say Merry Christmas to 
our church family without spending a lot of money.  There are mail drawers for each letter of the alphabet.  If 
you would like to give someone a card put it in the box with the first letter of their last name.  And when you 
do, check your box and see if someone has left you a card!  This will save a lot on postage.   
  

We have had a lot of Christmas Cards donated.  If you don’t have any to give please take some.  They are 
FREE!   

Liturgist for 2023 
I have had 3 or 4 people call and tell me they would like to be put on the Liturgist list.  PLEASE call and  
volunteer.  Call the church office and give Debbie your name and number and she will put you on a list.  We 
will then make up the schedule for the whole year rotating people through each Sunday.  Once the list is made 
and you are assigned a Sunday, if you can’t be liturgist that day you will call others on the list and see if you 
can change with them.  When the change has been made you call the office and let Debbie know about the 
changes.  Our hope is to have enough volunteers so you will be liturgist a few times a year. 
 
 

Ushers for 2023 
We are also looking for people to usher during worship.  Ushering is an important part of our service.  Ushers 
greet people as they come in, hand them a bulletin and make them feel welcome.  They also collect the offer-
ing.  After the service is over, they go through each pew and collect the attendants sheets and take the offering 
to the office and put in the lock box.  Please call the church office to volunteer. 



 
 
 
 
December    2  Jeff Hill 
                       3 Heath Mann 
                       4  Bob Gilbert 
                           Mandy Mildon 
                           Craig Pesti-Strobel 
                      8   Chris Leishman 
                      9  Oliver Mildon 
                    11  Kathy Albano 
                    17  Grace Kosmicki 
                    18  KayLyn Perryman 
                    19  Frances Baker 
                    20  Kendra McInelly 
         25  Barbara Hanson 

                Jeaneane Huth 
                  Ann Prusac 
               Pete Moore  
                    29  Oscar Bambolo 
         31  Louise Crawford 
               Linda Fairchild 
 
 
 
 
December  
                   22   Holly and Oscar Bambolo 
                          Craig and Susan Pesti-Strobel 
                   27   Doug Buurma and  
    Roberta Turner 
                   30   Kathy and Steve Grumbein 
 

Upcoming Events 
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United Women in Faith Plan Christmas Meeting 
Our Wednesday morning UWF Circle will meet Wednesday, December 7th 
at 10:00 A.M. in the Fireside Room.  This is our Christmas meeting, and     
we have a fun game we play.  We ask those that are able to bring a small,  
inexpensive gift to put under the tree.  We will also sing Christmas Carols 
and hear the Christmas Story.  If you have any questions, please call Charlotte Cresswell at 208-233-6852.   

Fireside Adult Sunday School Class  
On Sunday, December 4th, our Fireside Adult Sunday School Class will begin our special Advent Series.    
It's called “The Journey”, by Adam Hamilton.  Pastor Hamilton is Pastor of Church of the Resurrection, the 
largest United Methodist Church in the U.S. and a famous author as well.  He takes us on a personal trip from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem as he recounts the journey that Mary and Joseph took over two thousand years ago.  
We begin at 9 am sharp in the Fireside Room.  Everyone is Invited! 

Suite 212 Concert 
On December 19th come and enjoy a wonderful evening of music by the Suite 212 Flute Choir.  They will be 
performing in our Sanctuary at 7:00 P.M. The choir includes piccolo, C flutes, alto flutes and bass flute and 
was started by former Pocatellan and nationally-known flutist Patricia George in 2001.  Suite 212 plays in tra-
ditional chamber style.  It is always a great concert with many selections that will help make your Christmas 
truly joyful.   

All Church Christmas Potluck 
Sunday, December 18th 11:00am in the Gym 

The meat and drinks will be provided 
  

We are asking those that are able to sign up to bring a side dish to go with our meal of turkey.  Arleigh Morton 
will have  a sign-up sheet.  Please see her or call the church office and sign-up.  If your last name starts with 
L-Z would you please plan to stay after and help with the clean up?  



29th Annual Blanket Drive  
The 29th Annual Community Blanket Drive is winding down and ends on December 
18th.  It is sponsored by the Portneuf Valley Interfaith Fellowship. Please bring new, or 
gently used, clean, good quality blankets to the church and put in the Narthex.  You may 
also make a monetary donation that will be sent to Church World Service and used to 
purchase wool blankets that will be distributed around the world.  A gift of $5.00 will 
purchase a wool blanket to be distributed by Church World Service.  The blankets given 
in our area will be donated to Aid for Friends, SEICAA, St. Vincent De Paul Mission, 
Refuge Warming Center and the Salvation Army.   

Upcoming Events 
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Advent - The Coming of Jesus 

 
The church is decorated and we are all anxiously awaiting the birth of our 
Lord.  This is a special time in the church and our worship serves as a way 
to come together, sing carols and hear the events leading up to Jesus’ birth 
in Bethlehem.   

 

   Here is the schedule for Advent: 

 

      Second Sunday of Advent - December 4 - Worship Service - 10:00am 

      Third Sunday of Advent - December 11 - Worship Service - 10:00am 

      Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 18 - Worship Service - 10:00am 

      Christmas Eve - December 24 - Worship Service -  

  5:00pm (“kid” friendly service) 

         11:00pm  Candlelight Service - 

      Christmas Day - December 25 - Worship Service - 10:00am 

Reflections Choral Concert 
On December 12th at 7:00pm the Reflections Choral Group will be presenting a Christmas concert in our 
Sanctuary.  The concert is free and all are invited to come and hear this interdenominational group. 

Angel Tree Gifts 
Our church is again participating in Angel Tree which is a Prison Fellowship       
program that provides a pathway for incarcerated parents to restore and strengthen 
relationship with their children and families. We provide a Christmas gift and the 
Good News of God’s Love in the name of mothers or fathers in prison  
 
Angel Tree will be set up on Sunday, December 4th. This year we have names of 18 
children in Pocatello/Chubbuck who have an incarcerated parent. Pick a name from 
the tree and have the pleasure of sharing a gift that helps prisoners maintain positive 
relationships with their children. Gift suggestions are on the tag. The gift should be 

around $25 in value. Please wrap the gift and affix the Angel Tree tag. Please have the present back to the 
Church by Sunday, December 18th so that the gift can be delivered by Christmas. Thank you so much for your 
support! 
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Book Review  

Review by Donna Boe 
 
“Children of the Stars”   By Ed Galindo with Lori Lambert 
In the 1990s, Ed Galindo, a high school science teacher at the Sho-Ban School at Ft. Hall, 
helped his students design and enter a project in a competitive NASA program.  Galindo, 
an Indigenous person himself, was able to teach his students exacting science principles 
while also incorporating their indigenous culture in his teaching.  Surprisingly, the students 
won and had the chance to see NASA astronauts test their experiment in space,  both  at 
Johnson Space Center in Texas, and at Kennedy Space Center in Florida.  Galindo loved 
his students, believed in his students, and inspired them to do the creative and critical 
thinking needed to design their project.   Galindo’s book is available through Amazon or 
through Oregon State University Press, with much of the profit going to the North Ameri-
can Native Research and Education Foundation. 
 
Dr. Galindo is a former faculty member at University of Idaho and affiliate faculty at both ISU and Utah State 
University.  He is associate director for education and diversity at the NASA Idaho Space Grant consortium.  
During his career as a high school science teacher, he was twice named National Indian Teacher of the Year by 
the National Indian School Board Association. 
 
Ed Galindo and his wife, Susan, live in Pocatello.   

Review by Mike Conner 
 
“A Hole in the Sky”  by William Kittredge 
This was my second read through William Kittredge’s A Hole in the Sky. It’s a mem-
oir that opens up many worlds: the inner world of a man struggling through alcohol-
ism, passivity, and existential despair into the life of a sober writer; the historical 
world of Western ranching (in Warner Valley, Southeast Oregon) and its devastating 
turn to the mechanizations of Big Ag; the world of a family ruled by the silences and 
greed of toxic masculinity; and the world of what Kittredge calls “actualities” – the 
flocks of waterbirds over the peatland marshes, the kindnesses and loyalties of old 
ranch hands, moments of self-risk and self-invention – which, at the end of the day, 
salvage for Kittredge the worth of living. It was one of the books that first piqued my own curiosity about the 
wide-open spaces of the West. Reading it through again now as both an Idahoan and, more importantly, a par-
ent, I was deeply moved by Kittredge’s call to be awake to our lives as they are unfolding, and to care for 
the conditions of our lives, most importantly our land and our loved ones, for they are the only conditions any 
of us will ever have.    

A Christmas Blessing 

 
May you have the Spirit of Christmas, 
 which is Peace, 
The Gladness of Christmas,  
 which is Hope, 
The Heart of Christmas, which is Love, 
The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ. 

Ada Hendricks 
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1 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @  
          Butterburr’s 
  7:00pm- Volleyball- 
      Gym 

 
 

 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Jeff Hill 

3 

       
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Heath Mann 

4 
 
 
  9:45am-Nursery  
     Care-Rm 11 
  9:00am- Sunday  
     School 
10:00am-Worship  
     Sanctuary 
Offering-Pastor’s  
Discretionary Fund 

Happy Birthday 
Bob Gilbert 

Mandy Mildon 

5 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

6 
  6:00pm- 3rd  Grade 
Boys Basketball 
Practice- Gym 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
  8:00am-UMM @ 
      Butterburr’s 
10:00am -  
   United Women in  
      Faith- FR 
7:00pm- NA- FR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @  
          Butterburr’s 
10:00am-
Congregational Care 
Visitation Team- CF 
11:00am- Seasoned     
  by Grace Bible     
  Study-FR 
  7:00pm- Volleyball- 
      Gym 

 
Happy Birthday 
Chris Leishman 

9 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Oliver Mildon 

10 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

11 
 
 
 
  8:45am-Nursery      
     Care- Rm 11 
  9:00am- Sunday  
     School 
10:00am-Worship            
     Sanctuary 
Offering- 
     Millie’s Nickels 

12 
  6:00pm-            
      Reflections  
         Concert-  
             Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

13 

  6:00pm- 3rd  Grade 
Boys Basketball 
Practice- Gym 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
  8:00am-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00am -  
   Congregational    
     Card  writing- FR 
7:00pm- NA- FR 

 

 

 

 

 15 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
          Butterburr’s 
  6:30pm - 
    Administrative  
        Board -FR 
  7:00pm- Volleyball- 
      Gym 

                             

 

16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Felix Quaye 

17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Grace Kosmicki 

18 

 
 
  8:45am-Nursery      
     Care- Rm 11 
  9:00am- Sunday  
     School 
10:00am-Worship  
11:00am- Potluck- 
    Gym 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Kaylyn Perryman 

19 

  7:00pm-            
      Suite 212 
         Concert-  
             Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Frances Baker 

20 
  6:00pm- 3rd  Grade 
Boys Basketball 
Practice- Gym 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
  8:00am-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00am -  
   Congregational    
     Card  writing- FR 
  7:00pm- NA- FR 

 

 

22 

  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
          Butterburr’s 
  7:00pm- Volleyball- 
      Gym 

 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Holly & Oscar  

Bambolo 

23 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24 

 
 

 

  5:00pm-Christmas 
Eve Service -Sanct. 

11:00pm- Christmas  

   Eve Candlelight  

     Service-Sanct. 

 

25 

 
 
  8:45am-Nursery      
     Care- Rm 11 
10:00am-Worship 
     Sanctuary 
 

 
Happy Birthday 
Barbara Hanson 
Jeaneane Huth 

Ann Prusac 

26 
  

OFFICE CLOSED 

27 
  6:00pm- 3rd  Grade 
Boys Basketball 
Practice- Gym 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Doug Buurma & 

Roberta Turner 

28 
  8:00am-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00am -  
   Congregational    
     Card  writing- FR 
7:00pm- NA- FR 

 

 

 

 

 

29 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
          Butterburr’s 
  7:00pm- Volleyball- 
      Gym 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Oscar Bambolo 

30 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Kathy & Steve 
Grumbein 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Louise Crawford 
Linda Fairchild 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday 
9:15am-1:00pm 
 

FR=Fireside Room 
CR=Conference Rm 
CH=Chapel 
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Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 

9:15am-1:00pm 

You may contact us by phone at  

(208) 232-1353 

or email 

office@pocatelloumc.org  

 

Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  
invited to join the United  
Methodist Men for breakfast 
and fellowship at Butterburr’s 
every Wednesday morning at 
8:00 am.                    

Women’s Fellowship 
Please come and join us for  
breakfast and fellowship at  
Butterburr’s every Thursday 
morning at 7:00 am.                    


