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Dear members and friends of First UMC, 
 
If you imagine a year of Christian worship linearly, beginning with the First Sunday of Ad-

vent and continuing on through Pentecost and the long stretch of Ordinary Time (called Ordinary 
because of the Latin word ordinal, which means “number” and refers to the numbering of the 
Sundays after Pentecost, not to anything dull or rote about Christian worship), the year tells a 
clear, chronological story, drawn from the life of Jesus. First, with the Hebrew prophets, we 
await his advent; then in quick succession we celebrate his incarnation, ministry, death, and 
resurrection; finally, after his ascension, we receive the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit and be-
come the Church.  

 
If you imagine the life of a Christian worshipper, that same linear story bends around into 

a circle – or better yet, a spiral. To hear this story told again and again, to participate in its un-
folding year after year, is to sink deeper into the mysteries of God’s dealings with us, to be 
molded and shaped over time into the likeness of Jesus. Lent always comes back around, but we 
change, we mature, and the world itself continues to evolve. We encounter the familiar tradi-
tions and themes on a new plane of understanding; we bring to them a fresh set of questions and 
needs. This is why the story never gets old.  

 
Each of these visuals – the linear story, the spiraling story – conceived from without, veils 

the drama of the story as experienced from within. At no time is this truer than during Holy 
Week. For Jesus, his disciples, and his friends, the time was not experienced as Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday – but as a runaway train of events containing 
everything from public celebration to public execution, from shared meals and foot washings to 
betrayal and abandonment, from death to life. And for those first characters, the sealed tomb in 
the garden was truly the end of the story. Until… 

 
Experienced from within, Holy Week is the dramatic hinge, the time that permits passage 

from the old to the new, that opens up the meaning of the whole. The essence of our baptism is 
here, for we are baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus. These days are not like other 
days.  They are the beating heart of the story. No one can follow Christ who has not meditated 
upon and consented to his humiliation; no one can serve him who has not been fed at his Table 
or had their feet washed by his hands; no one can love him who has not dealt with the betrayer 
in their own heart or heard their own voice in the crowd crying “Crucify!”; no one can proclaim 
him who has not held vigil during that horrible silence of Saturday; no one can live for him who 
has not been shocked to meet him in the garden, out on the road, or within the locked room – 
alive. 

 
Here at the church, we will celebrate Palm Sunday on April 10 at 10:00am; Maundy Thurs-

day on April 14 at 7:00pm; Good Friday on April 15 at 7:00pm; and Easter Sunday on April 17 at 
10:00am. All services will be held in the Sanctuary. I hope you’ll make plans to join us for these 
holiest days of the year, that we might experience anew the lengths that God has gone to love 
and redeem us, that we might become not mere hearers but also doers of the Word.  

 
Pastor Mike 
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Our local church coordinator is Debbie Wheeler.  When you register your child, please let Debbie know.  If 
you have any questions, please give her a call at 208-251-4180.  You can go online at: www.gocamping.org  
for more information and registration. 
 
                           With So Many Opportunities, Why Church Camp? 
 
You have lots of options today—movies, museums, picnics, parks, classes, vacations, and so much more.  With all 
of these options, why choose camp?  The camp experience builds up “core strengths” – a sense  
of self based on experiences of authentic community, real connection with the natural world, being present with 
each other, developing life skills. Camp embraces the whole person. Encountering God in the majesty  
of an outdoor setting cannot be duplicated in any building. 
 
The Christian camp experience says to a child, “God loves you, counselors love you, your fellow campers love you, 
and it’s okay to love yourself.” This loving acceptance builds from year to year.  The hesitant child grows into a 
confident teenager, who becomes a caring young adult. From cabins to campfires, through field games and friend-
ships, the camper looks back and says, “Yes.  This is the community where I belong!” 

 
Camp Scholarship 

 
To help with the cost of sending our youth to church camp, consider making a check out to FUMC during the month 
of April. In the memo, please put “Camp Scholarship”.  
 
If you would like to apply for a scholarship, your application must be turned into the church office by May 1, 2022.  
We have scholarship applications in the office.  You can also go online at: gocamping.org for registration forms.   

 
Volunteer Opportunities & Training Events  

 
  
Memorial Day Work Party                  May 28-30, 2022   All ages/Families 
This is for those that want to share a bit of hard work, preparing Sawtooth Camp for another season.  We work on 
whatever the winter has shown us needs done, have fellowship with fellow campers, visit with old friends and 
make new friends. At the Memorial Day Work Event, you are helping to create a space of Christian hospitality 
where people can connect with God, creation and each other.    
 
On-site Training                                    June 17-19, 2022                     Adult, Ages 16+  
This training event is for all program camp staff members including deans, counselors and resource people.  On-
Site training includes spiritual development, behavior management, learning skills, instructional skills, and pro-
gram ideas.  Come and become familiar with Sawtooth camp and the facilities that your camp staff team will uti-
lize this summer!  

 
           

 
 
                    Camp Options 
 
 
 Elementary Camp July 10-16, 2022    Completed 3rd-6th grade 
      
 
 Junior High Camp  July 17-23,2022    Completed 6th-8th grade 
 
 
 Senior High Camp July 24-30, 2022    Completed 9th-12th grade 
 
  
 The cost of registration for all camps is $398.00 if registered by May 1st. 
 After May 5th, the cost is $448.00 per child. 
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Member Spotlight 
 

To spotlight a member in next month’s Tower, email tower@pocatelloumc.org (Subject line: (Member Spotlight) 

Congregational Care Ministry volunteers needed! See next page, for ways to get involved and to sign up 
to assist our congregation and community. 
 
 
To submit a classified for next month’s Tower, email tower@pocatelloumc.org  (Subject line: Classifieds)  

Classifieds 

In more than 150 years in mission, we’ve had over 25 name changes….. 
Ladies Aid Society, Women’s Home Missionary Society, Women’s Foreign Society, Wesleyan Ser-
vice Guild, Women’s Society of Christian Service, to name a few. Our last change was in 1972 
when the name United Methodist Women was adopted, signaling a change in the life of the church 
and how we organized for mission.  Today, we again face change in the life of the church and in 
how women live and choose to engage in the world in faith. The move is part of a refreshing of 
the organization that includes a new logo and array of new and improved programs that will nur-
ture current members and welcome new women to the work of putting their love in action. 
 
The new programs are fruits of research conducted over the past five years with more than 24,000 
women. This input informed the prayerful discernment of staff and elected leaders.   
 
The changes are designed to address the different needs and life stages of current and new mem-
bers. The new name also aims to welcome current members whose local churches may choose to 
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, as well as women of other faith traditions who 
want to join.   
 
What has not changed:     
 

We remain the official women’s organization of the United Methodist Church. 
Our legal name is still United Methodist Women and Our Purpose is unchanged.   
We are women in mission who follow God’s call for our time. 
Our vison is always to put our faith, hope, and love in action.  
 

“This is an exciting time for our organization!” Said Harriet Jane Olson, 
CEO of United Women in Faith. 
 
“Looking back, we see the through lines for our organization----faith of 
God, love for each other and commitment to putting our faith into action 
supporting women, children, and youth.  These commitments have been 
expressed in different ways at different times using different names, 
aways calling women to world-changing action.  This combination of a new look, more accessible 
resources for members and news to participation, positions us for impact in our own journeys and 
in how we engage the world that God so loved.”   
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask Lynda Montgomery 208-317-7196  
 
Feature Article -  If you would like to write a feature article for next month’s Tower,  
email tower@pocatelloumc.org (Subject line: Feature Article)  

United Methodist Women 
Now United Women in Faith 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE: LOVING ONE ANOTHER 
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To submit a book review for next month’s Tower, email tower@pocatelloumc.org  (Subject line: Book Review) 

The Dandelion Insurrection 
By Rivera Sun, first published 2013 
Reviewed by Lou Engelhardt 
 
 
 
I imagine the early followers of Christ may have felt as strongly drawn to 
non-violent techniques for strengthening those who seem powerless and 
providing for one another in a world plagued by violence and inequality. Per-
haps my experience growing up in the Peace & Love movement of the 60's in 
northern California has colored my vision too much?  
 
When I finished the first book of this series, I just wanted to join hands with others and stand up 
for feeding those who hunger, protecting the earth, and having our voices heard in a world where 
it seems our prayers are fruitless. As dandelions can grow anywhere, so can love - and they do not 
need leaders to survive - they simply spread on the wind and germinate in even the most barren 
places. The song "They'll Know We Are Christians" strikes me as a great song for dandelions to sing.
            

Monthly Book Reviews   

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity 
by Nabeel Qureshi, first published 2014 
Reviewed by Sue Akersten 
 
 
 
Nabeel Qureshi, who was born in the U.S. to Pakistani parents, writes of his  
encounter with Christianity in his book, Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus. The 
first chapters introduce the non-Muslim reader to Islamic beliefs, customs, 
practices, and community while describing Qureshi's upbringing and family 
life in a loving and sheltered home. The middle section describes his college 
years, including his search for truth about Islam and Christianity, as he sought to be an ambassador 
for Islam. The last section focuses on his conversion to Christianity, how it came about, and the 
cost/price he had to pay. 
 
Read this book when you have a good block of time available, because it is so well-written you will 
not want to put it down. 
    

Prayer Concerns 

 

• Holly Bambolo - prayers for healing for Oscar’s brother Alex (congestive heart failure) and for 
Oscar William (ongoing asthma issues) 

• Doug & Roberta - prayers for the family of Wayne Cru, Wayne took his life and the family is 
suffering with their loss of him. 

• Sandy Bills - asking for prayers, having health issues, due to aging. 
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United Methodist Women News 
(United Women in Faith) 
 
• Our UMW Circle met on March 23rd for their monthly meeting.   
• Our next meeting will be Wednesday, April 27, 2022 at 10:00am in 

the Fireside Room.  Roger Boe will be presenting the program enti-
tled “My World in Black and White”.  All women are invited to join us.  For more information 
please contact Charlotte Cresswell at 208-233-6852.  After our meeting anyone who is able is 
invited to go out to lunch at a place to be determined at the meeting.   

 April Birthdays           
  
 Phil Burkhart   1    
 Sharon Rasmussen    1 
 Ardith Moran   4 
 Lou Engelhardt 10  
 Freya Guyton  12 
 Brad Kosmicki 14 
 Marvin McCall 15 
 Hannah Perryman 15 
 Holly Bambolo 19 
 Steve Terrell  19 

 
 Ellen Potter  24 
 Bob Spears  24 
 Grace Jory  26 
 Henry Bambolo 29 
 Mike Essinger  30 
 Kathy Stevens 30 
 

 April Anniversaries 
 Bob Gilbert and Kay Phillips      22 

Upcoming Events 

Our Church Congregation and Community Mail System   
• Our church mail system is up and going.  Many of you used it at Christmas time to wish mem-

bers of our church family a Merry Christmas.  It is still going strong and the Congregational 
Care Team  would like to remind you that it can:  

 
• Help us stay interconnected as the Body of Christ 

• Save postage if you write a batch of cards /notes/letters of encouragement to members 
of our Congregation 

• Give you a few moments to say "howdy!" /encourage whomever you see as you enter the 
building!!!    

 

 

 

• Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 9th from 10am to noon to gather in the Fireside room 
and make collages to celebrate Easter and the coming of spring.  They will be placed in the 
Sanctuary for Easter.  You do not need to have done this before to join the fun - all are wel-
come - teens on up. Contact Lou Engelhardt at: 208-870-7991 if questions.  

• On Monday, April 11, Pastor Mike will be hosting two "talk back" sessions for anyone who'd 
like to gather and have a conversation about the Lenten series on John 12:1-8 and the things 
it's stirred up in your heart, mind, and imagination. Both opportunities will take place in the 
Chapel, one from 9:30-10:45am, and the other from 6:30-7:45pm. Consider it an addition-
al way to participate thoughtfully in the spirit of Holy Week.   

• On Easter Sunday we will be decorating the Cross with fresh cut flowers.  If you would like to 
bring flowers to decorate, there is a sign up sheet in the church office. 
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Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 

 
 
Happy Birthday 
Phil Burkhart 
Sharon Rasmussen 
 

2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

35th Sunday of Lent 

 9:00am-Adult Sunday 
 School-Fireside Rm 
 9:00am-Contemplative 
 Prayer– Chapel 
10:00am-Worship Svc 
Sanctuary 
Offering-Pastor’s  
Discretionary Fund 
 
 

4 

9:30am “The  
Chosen” review 
group-FR 
 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
Ardith Moran 

 
 

5 
10:00am Season’s 
by Grace Bible Study 
Fireside room 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
8:00am-UMM @ 
Butterburr’s 
10:00am Congrega-
tional Care—card 
writing FR 
 
4:00pm-Tai Chi- 
Chapel 
7:00pm-Rune Stone 
Practice-Chapel 

7 
  7:00am-Women’s  
Fellowship @ 
Butterburr’s 
10:00am-PEO– FR 
  7:00pm– Volleyball     
     Gym 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

10:00am-Easter 
Collage Making- 
Fireside Room 
 
 

10 
PALM SUNDAY 
 9:00am-Adult Sunday     
 School-FR 
 9:00am-Contemplative 
Prayer-Chapel 
 
10:00am-Worship Svc    
Sanctuary 

Offering- Millie’s Nickels 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
Lou Engelhardt 

11 
9:30am “The  
Chosen” review 
group-FR 
 

9:30am Sermon 
series “talk back” 
sessons CH 
6:30pm Sermon 
series “talk back” 
sessons CH 
 
 

12 
10:00am Seasoned 
by Grace Bible study 
Fireside Room 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday 
Freya Guyton 

 
 

13 
8:00am-UMM @ 
Butterburr’s 
 
10:00am Congrega-
tional Care—card 
writing FR 
 
4:00pm-Tai Chi- 
Chapel 
 
 

 
 

14 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

  7:00am-Women’s  
Fellowship @  
Butterburr’s 
10:00am-PEO– FR 
  7:00pm-Worship Svc     
Sanctuary 
  7:00pm– Volleyball  
      Gym 
 
Happy Birthday 
Brad Kosmicki 

 
 

15 
GOOD FRIDAY 
7:00pm-Worship 
Svc Sanctuary 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Happy Birthday 
Marvin McCall 
Hannah Perryman 
 

16 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
EASTER 
 
10:00am-Worship Svc 
Sanctuary 
 

18 

9:30am “The  
Chosen” review 
group-FR 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

19 

10:00am Seasoned 
by Grace Bible study 
Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Holly Bambolo 
Steve Terrell 

20 
8:00am-UMM @ 
Butterburr’s 
10:00am Congrega-
tional Care—card 
writing FR 
4:00pm-Tai Chi-
Chapel 
7:00pm-Rune Stone 
Practice-Chapel 
 

 21 
  7:00am-Women’s  
Fellowship @ 
Butterburr’s 
10:00am-PEO– FR 
 7:00pm– Volleyball   
     Gym 

 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Anniversary 
Bob Gilbert and  
Kat Phillips 

23 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 9:00am-Adult Sunday 
School-FR  
 9:00am-Contemplative 
Prayer-Chapel 
10:00am-Worship Svc 
       Sanctuary 
 
Happy Birthday 
Ellen Potter 
Bob Spears 
 

25 
9:30am “The  
Chosen” review 
group-FR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
10:00am Seasoned 
by Grace Bible Study 
Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday 
Grace Jory 

27 
  8:00am-UMM @ 
Butterburr’s 

10:00am United 
Methodist Woman-      
Fireside Room 
  4:00pm-Tai Chi- 
Chapel 

28 
  7:00am-Women’s  
Fellowship @ 
Butterburr’s 
10:00am-PEO– FR 
  7:00pm– Volleyball   
 Gym 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Henry Bambolo 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Mike Essinger 
Kathy Stevens 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 
8:15am-1:00pm 
 

 
FR=Fireside Room 
CR=Conference Rm 
CH=Chapel 
 

April 2022 
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Pocatello  

First United  

Methodist Church 

PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 

US Non-profit  

postage paid 

Permit #13 

Pocatello, ID 
83201 

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 

8:15am-1:00pm 

You may contact us by phone at  

(208) 232-1353 

office@pocatelloumc.org  

 

Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  
invited to join the United  
Methodist Men for breakfast 
and fellowship at Butterburr’s 
every Wednesday morning at 
8:00 am.                    

Women’s Fellowship 
Please come and join us for  
breakfast and fellowship at  
Butterburr’s every Thursday 
morning at 7:00 am.                    


