
 

 

DECEMBER  2021 

Please Join Us as We 
Celebrate Advent and Christmas 

      This year at Pocatello First United Methodist Church we have many ways to help you to  

      celebrate the Advent and Christmas season. 

 

 

  

Dec 5th second Sunday of Advent.  Join us at our 10:00      
               Worship Service as we celebrate Communion 
 
Dec 12th third Sunday of Advent– 10:00am Worship 
 
Dec 19th fourth Sunday of Advent– 10:00am Worship 
 

Dec 24th -Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services–  
 5pm and 11pm       
Because attendance on Christmas Eve tends to be high,  
and because we strive to maintain social distancing in the 
sanctuary in order to "do no harm," please RSVP  by email  

or phone to the church office for the service you plan to attend. When you do, include how 
many family and/or friends you will have with you, and please plan to attend only one of the 
two services.      
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From Our Pastor 

Recently, I went birding along the Kinney Creek Trail off of Mink Creek 
Road. It’s one of the greener trails I’ve walked since moving to Pocatello, 
and in that way, it faintly reminds me of the trails I used to walk in North 
Carolina. At Kinney Creek, as you trek upwards, there are rolling sage-
covered hills to the left, the creek with its artery of trees to the right. At 
lower elevation, many of the trees, though leafless, are still full of berries. 
And there among the berries I came upon robins, dozens and dozens of 
them, lively and vocal and filling their orange bellies with this sweet,  
early winter feast. 
 
I lingered near the robins for a long time as they flew in and out of the 
trees. There seemed to be no end to them. I delighted in this because, even 
though I knew that one can find robins almost anywhere, they too were reminding me of past homes.  
I had finally resolved to keep trekking up the trail when one of the many birds caught my eye. It was being 
stiller than all the rest, and a look through the binoculars revealed that it wore a lighter grey color. In fact, I 
started to feel like this bird wasn’t a robin at all, though it was about their size and was hanging around the 
lower terraces of their kingdom. I watched and gathered more details: grey all over and thrush-like, white  
eye-ring, pale pinkish marks on the wings, no bulging orange tummy, secretive.  
 
A Townsend’s Solitaire! A first for me, what the bird-nerds among us call “a lifer.” It was a beautiful bird, and 
I stayed long enough to watch it take flight out of the trees and across the trail and hide itself up among the 
hillside sage.  

You may be thinking, “Boy, Mike, it doesn’t sound like you got 
very far up that trail…” And you’d be right, though I do feel like I 
saw deeply into a small piece of it, that I was still enough to be pre-
sent and notice what I almost overlooked, and there’s meaning in 
that for me. 
 
The experience makes me wonder how many nights the Eastern 
Magi spent looking up and searching the star-studded skies for that 
one bright and special star tucked among the rest (Matt. 2:1-2). 
They must’ve done so long enough to become familiar with how 
the sky looked in every season of the year, so that when the special 
star appeared they were able to pick it out from all the others. They 

must’ve come to know the cyclic whirling of the constellations, the cloaking and uncloaking of the moon, the 
occasional visitations of the planets. They must’ve trained their attention so well and so consistently on the 
ordinary that they could find the lone miracle among the nighttime lights, the Solitaire among robins.  
 
This December, as we journey through Advent and prepare to celebrate Christmas and a new year, I invite you 
into a season of stillness and attention. Look back over this past year of your life. Linger over your experienc-
es. No doubt you’ll notice many robins, many familiar things. There’ll be the daily, obvious, recurring charac-
ters and events and patterns of thinking and feeling. But maybe you’ll also find a quiet manifestation of grace 
tucked in there, a new bright light beckoning you toward something new. I hope you’ll observe it long enough 
to learn its name, or follow it wherever it leads. You won’t be alone in your noticing for long. You’ll probably 
want to journey with others and come running with your news and your gifts. If you do, get ready! You might 
just be “overwhelmed with joy” (Matt. 2:10), for the God of all creation will be there waiting for you. 
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UMW Circle  
Our United Methodist Women will meet 
Wednesday,  
December 8th at 
10:00am in the  
Fireside Room.  This 
is our Christmas 
meeting and we 
have a very special meeting planned with  
the story of the birth of Jesus read from the 
Bible, a fun game and lots of Christmas carols 
sung.  You are asked to bring a small gift to 
exchange (not more than $3.00).  After our 
meeting we will go out to lunch at a place to 
be determined at the meeting.  Any questions, 
please call Charlotte Cresswell, 208-233-
6852.  All women are invited to attend. 

Christmas Cards to our 
Church Family 

Many of you may remember the 
mail box that we had as a way 
for you to say Merry Christmas 
to our church family with out 
spending a lot of money.  It is 
back outside the church office on 
the table there are mail drawers 
for each letter of the alphabet.  If 
you would like to give someone 
a card put it in the box with the 

first letter of their last name.  And when you do 
check your box and see if someone has left you a 
card!  This will save a lot on postage.   

About our New Administrative Assistant  
Hello, my name is Ginny McIntire.  I am excited to be the new Admin for  
the First United Methodist Church!  In 2019, after 25 years working at UPS  
in Indiana, I opted for an early retirement, and fulfilled a lifelong dream of 
moving west. Idaho has so much to offer, and because of this, I spend my 
leisure time fishing, kayaking, hiking, biking, camping, and skiing. Pretty 
much anything that is outdoors, I would be up for trying. I am also an avid 
knitter, and make all natural soap. I have one son, who just moved to Lewis-
ton, Idaho from Indiana.  I am looking forward to working at the church;  
getting to know the staff and parishioners.  My hope is to help the church 
with its goals of spreading the good news of Jesus to the community.  

Our Sympathy and Love to… 

Please pray for Esther Benson, 
her son Floyd and his wife 
Katie and their family as they 
mourn the death of Katie’s son , 
Daniel.  Daniel passed away on 
November  12, 2021 at home 
after a long illness. 
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Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

 Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks. 
 

 Ludmela– Svetlana Hoskins’ mom– diagnosed with stage 2 liver cancer, after 4 chemo treatments they are 
testing to see what is next 

 Esther Benson, her son, Floyd and daughter-in-law Katie-Katie’s son Daniel Smith passed away November 12, 
2021 

 Grant Kosmicki-broken hand; pray for healing 
 Tom Foster and family on the death of his wife Colleen.  Tom was the pastor here in the late 70’s and early 

‘80’s 

     Stewardship Update 
It takes a congregation working 
together to make our church run 
smoothly and that is what hap-
pened on Consecration Sunday.  
We have received 48 pledges for 
a total of $93,490.  A big thank 
you to everyone who submitted their Pledge Card. If 
you have not yet turned yours in you may still do so 
by sending it to the church office or drop it by.  
There are extra cards in the office. 

Altar Flowers 2022 
The sheet for Altar  
Flowers for 2022 is  
ready and hanging on  
the bulletin board outside  
the office.  Please sign up to 
sponsor Altar flowers 
throughout the year.  These 
are placed on our Altar during our worship service 
to remember loved ones.  The cost is $30.00 and 
you may take them home after the worship service.  
Please specify on your check or offering envelope 
that it is for Altar Flowers.   
 
If you have flowers from your garden you would 
like to put on the Altar, please put your name on 
the date you will bring them and specify you will 
supply the arrangement.   
 
Thank you for helping remember and/or celebrate 
those we love. 
      

End of the Year 
Giving 

Just a reminder: if  
you want to claim  
your contribution to the 

church on your 2021 taxes it must be into the 
church office by December 31st or if you mail 
it, it must be postmarked December 31st.   

The greatest gift-giver 
When we give each other Christmas presents 
in [God’s] name, let us remember that he has 
given us the sun and the moon and the stars, 
the earth with its forests and mountains and 
oceans — and all that lives and moves upon 
them. He has given us all green things and 
everything that blossoms and bears fruit and 
all that we quarrel about and all that we have 
misused. And to save us from our own fool-
ishness, from all our sins, he came down to 
earth and gave us himself. 

—Sigrid Undset 
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December  4   Gordon and Sally Jones 
                   22   Holly and Oscar Bambolo 
                          Craig and Susan Pesti-Strobel 
                   27   Doug Buurma and  
    Roberta Turner 
                   30   Kathy and Steve Grumbein 
                   31   Sue and Bill Akersten 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December    2  Jeff Hill 
                       3 Heath Mann 
                       4  Bob Gilbert 
                           Mandy Mildon 
                           Craig Pesti-Strobel 
                      8   Chris Leishman 
                      9  Oliver Mildon 
                    11  Kathy Albano 
                    17  Grace Kosmicki 
                    18  KayLyn Perryman 
                    19  Frances Baker 
                    20  Kendra McInelly 
         25  Barbara Hanson 
                Jeaneane Huth 
                  Ann Prusac 
               Pete Moore  
                    29  Oscar Bambolo 
         31  Louise Crawford 
               Linda Fairchild 

We send our Love and Sympathy…. 
Colleen C. Foster, wife of retired pas-
tor, Rev. Tom Foster, died on Thursday, 
November 18, 2021. Tom was pastor 
here at Pocatello FUMC in the late 70’s 
and early 80’s.  Colleen’s memorial  
service will be held on Friday,  
December 10, 2021, at 2:00 pm at 
Portland First United Methodist 
Church, 1838 SW Jefferson St.,  
Portland, OR 97201. 
     In lieu of flowers, the family asks that any charita-
ble contributions in Colleen’s memory be made to 
Camp and Retreat Ministries of the Oregon-Idaho 
Annual Conference (checks can be made out to Con-
ference Treasurer and mailed to 1505 SW 18th Ave., 
Portland, OR 97201) or to Portland First United 
Methodist Church and mailed to 1838 SW Jefferson 
St., Portland, OR 97201. 
     To extend condolences, friends may contact Rev. 
Tom Foster at 2545 SW Terwilliger Blvd., Apt. 813, 
Portland, OR 97201, by e-mail 
at  tomcolleen@gmail.com, or by phone at (503) 
808-7389.  

28th Annual Blanket Drive  
Is Winding Down 

There are only a few weeks left in  
the Blanket Drive.  It ends  
December 12th. 
 
Please bring your new or 
clean, good quality used 
blankets to the church 
where they will be given to 
The Salvation Army, St. 
Vincent DePaul Mission, Aid for Friends, and 
SEICAA.   
 
A $5.00 donation buys a new, wool blanket that is 
distributed through Church World Service 
throughout the world.  

mailto:tomcolleen@gmail.com


 

 

The Gift of Poinsettias 
In past years the people in the Pocatello First United Methodist Church gave  
silk poinsettias in memory or in honor of a loved one. Each of these poinsettias, 
then, represents a life that shines or once shone brightly. The brightness of these 
poinsettias reminds us of the brightness of our loved ones with God, or the bright-
ness our loved ones bring to our lives. We give God thanks for the brightness our 
loved ones share with us.  These silk poinsettias are stored and will grace our 
church year after year 

In memory of Francis E. Magee 

given by Jane Magee and family 
 

In memory of Rev. and Mrs. James L. Blankenship 
 given by Jane Magee 
 

In memory of Bill and Dorothy Boyes 

given by Kathy and John Albano 
 

In memory of Parents and Grandparents 

given by Iris Mayer 
 

In memory of Glenna Olson and Gerald Olson 
 

In memory of ArCealous Wike 

given Deva Wike 
 

In honor of family and in Memory of Odetta Enfield 
 

In honor of Margaret and Lee Hamilton 

given by Marion Gebhart 
 

In memory of Neil “Scotty” Vaughn 

given by Lori Vaughn and Family 
 

In memory of Mary Sanders 

given by Lori Vaughn and Family 
 

In memory of Jose Leite 

given by Lori Vaughn and Family 
 

In memory of Ernest V. Lish 

given by Ruth Lish 
 

In Memory of Rev. Lee Baker 
 given by Frances and Kristine Baker 

In memory of our parents 

given by Kathy and John Albano 
 

In memory of Our Parents and Loved Ones 

given by Don and Ruth Ashcroft 
 

In memory of Marie, John, James,  
 and Jill Christofferson 
 

In memory of Charles Reagan 

given by Mary Sue Reagan  
  and Charlene and Bill Corbett 

 

In memory of Connie and James Garrett 
 

In memory of Rex and Bev Eaton & Jack Hancock 

given by Penny and Paul Hancock 
 

In memory of Al and Evelyn Pederson 

given by Sue and Dave Rayborn,  
  Kristen Guyon, Marianne and Steve Nelson,  
  Debbie and Stephen Wheeler,  
  Kathy and Roy Evans,  
  Marky and Mike Essinger 

 

In memory of Our Grandparents 

given by Dana and Norm Hoyle 
 

In memory of Craig Storrier 

given by Dana and Norm Hoyle 

and Randi Storrier 
 

In memory of James and Normagene King 

 
In memory of Bill and Betty Lake   
 

In memory of Voni and Gary L. Lewis 
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Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who 

helped decorate the 
church for the Advent 

and Christmas Seasons! 
 

We could not have 
done it without you! 

 
And thank you to the  
Leadership Team for  

coordinating it all. 

The Angel Tree will  
be set up on Sunday, 
December 5th. This 
year we have names of 
15 children in Pocatello 
who have an incarcer-
ated parent. Pick a 
name from the tree and 
have the pleasure of 
sharing a gift that helps 
prisoners maintain positive relationships with their 
children. Gift suggestions are on the tag. The gift 
should be around $25 in value. Please wrap the gift 
and affix the Angel Tree tag. Please have the pre-
sent back to the Church by Sunday, December 19th 
so that the gift can be delivered by Christmas. 

Liturgist 2022 
Would you be a liturgist for our Worship  
service in 2022?  The liturgist would read the 
first and second readings from the Bible and 
some times be involved in other parts of the 
service.  The week that you are liturgist you 
will receive an email from the church office 
telling you which verses you would be reading 
and if you are involved in any other part of the 
service.   
 
There is a signup sheet for 2022 on the bulle-
tin board outside the office or you may call the 
office and Ginny will help you get signed up. 

Pastor’s Discretionary Update 
On the first Sunday of each month, a special offering is taken for the Pastor’s Discretionary account.  
This account is separate from our regular operating account and is used to help those in need.  It is 
an account that is overseen by the Pastor to help individuals with rent, utilities, a night in a motel  
for the homeless, prescriptions and other miscellaneous expenses.  Since the office has been open 
after COVID, we have helped 4 families with rent payments, 8 families with stays in a motel, 6 with 
gas to get to doctors’ appointments out of town and we have sent $1,000.00 to Aid for Friends for 
the Fellowship Fund.  We have been blessed to be able to help so many individuals and families this 
year through this fund.    We are asking for your help in replenishing this account so we may contin-
ue helping others in need.  Please mark your check or envelope “Pastor’s Discretionary” so your 
contribution will be put in the right account.  Green envelopes are provided in the bulletin. 
Thank you in advance for help and generosity. 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 
8:15am-1:00pm 

 
FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference RM  
CH– Chapel 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   
  
 
 
 

 

1 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 

2 

7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
7:00pm– Volleyball  
        -Gym 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Jeff Hill 

3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Heath Mann 

4 
 
 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Gordon & Sally Jones 
 

Happy Birthday 
Bob Gilbert 

Mandy Mildon 

5 
   
 
   
 
 
  8:45-Confirmation–  
        Zoom 
  9:00-Adult Sunday  
      School-FR 
10:00-Worship-Sanct 

6 

  6:30-  New  
   Members Class–     
     Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00am-United 
   Methodist Women- 
      Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Chris Leishman 

9 
7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
  7:00pm– Volleyball     
                -Gym 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Oliver Mildon 

10 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Kathy Albano 

12 

 
 
 
 
 
  9:00-Confirmation–  
        Chapel 
  9:00-Adult Sunday  
       School-FR 
10:00-Worship-Sanct 

13 
  6:30-  New  
   Members Class–     
     Fireside Room 

 

 
 
 
 

14 
  
  1:30- Worship 
Team– Conf Rm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

15 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:30-  Leadership       
          Team –FR 

 
 

 

16 
 7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
 7:00pm– Volleyball  
        -Gym 

 

 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Grace Kosmicki 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Kaylyn Perryman 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
  9:00-Adult Sunday  
        School-FR 
10:00-Worship-Sanct 

Happy Birthday 
Frances Baker 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Kendra McInelly 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1:30- Worship 
Team– Conf Rm 

 
 

22 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Holly & Oscar Bambolo 

Craig & Susan Pesti-

 23 
 7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
 7:00pm– Volleyball  
        -Gym 

 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

5:00pm-Christmas   
Eve Service-Sanct 
11:00pm–  
Christmas Eve 
Service- Sanct 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Barbara Hanson 
Jeaneane Huth 

Ann Prusac 

26 
   9:00-Adult Sunday     
       School-FR 
10:00-Worship- 
       Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Pete Moore 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Doug Buurma & 
Roberta Turner 

28 29 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Oscar Bambolo 

30 
7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
 7:00pm– Volleyball  
        -Gym 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Kathy & Steve  

Grumbein 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Sue & Bill Akersten 

Happy Birthday 
Louise Crawford 
Linda Fairchild 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  
invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 
fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at  
8:00 am.                    

 

Women’s Fellowship 
Please come and join us for  
breakfast and fellowship at  
Butterburr’severy Thursday 

morning at 7:00 am.                    
New Office Hours 

Starting December 1, 2021  
the office hours will be  

Monday-Thursday   
8:15am-1:00pm 


