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You should have received in the mail a letter and pledge card for our 2022
Stewardship Drive. Thank you to those who have submitted their pledge.
On November 14, 2021 we will join together to make our financial pledges
to the church. This is how we run the business side of our church.
We know this has been a hard couple of years for all of us
with the COVID pandemic going on, but our hope is that
you will be able to help with the workings of our church be
it through your prayers, your presence, your gifts, or your
service.

IT STARTS WITH A GIFT!
Help transform the lives of children whose parents are in prison. The Angel Tree will be up in the later part of
November. Pick a name from the tree and have the pleasure of sharing a Christmas gift with a child in need.
You can help restore prisoners’ relationships with their children!
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From Our Pastor
Dear members and friends of First UMC,
In the coming month, we will celebrate the final holy days of the Church
Calendar.
The first, on October 31/November 1 is All Saints’ Day. This is a day to
remember all the saints of God who have passed from this life into the life
to come. Through our acts of remembrance, they surround us as a “great
cloud of witnesses” and give us the courage to “run with perseverance the
race that is set before us” (Heb. 1). These saints might be members of our
families or faith communities that we knew personally, or they might be
faraway or long-deceased folks whose luminous legacies inspire us to be
more like Christ. All Saints’ is a good day to remember that “whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). In God’s eternal knowing, we are closer to the departed
than we often realize.
On November 21, we will celebrate Reign of Christ Sunday. As the final Sunday of the Christian Year, it offers
believers an opportunity to rest in the assurance that Christ has “overcome the world” (John 16:33), that
“through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things” (Col. 1:20). Christ’s power is not power over.
He was not a king who conquered by force. His power to redeem lies in his suffering love. One image of
Christ’s “reign” that I have been dwelling on lately is the Cosmic Christ. In the incarnation, Christ took on the
nature of humankind, and we now know that our nature is intertwined with all the other energies and bodies of
creation. Jesus empowers us to see our personal unfolding as the unfolding of the divine within and through us,
and he gives us the awareness of that same divine presence in all creation.
Finally, November 28 is the First Sunday of Advent. It is “New Years Day” in the Christian Year. However,
instead of pomp and circumstance, the story of God’s gracious salvation begins with our attentive patience –
our longing for grace to come to us, for light to shine in our darkness, for God to “tear open the heavens and
come down” (Isa. 64:1). The mood of this season is that strange mood in which sorrow and hope mingle
together without watering each other down. In American Christianity, this mood has been most poignantly
expressed through the African American spirituals:
I want Jesus to walk with me. I want Jesus to walk with me.
All along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
In my trials, Lord, walk with me. In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
When my heart is almost breaking, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
When I’m troubled, Lord, walk with me. When I’m troubled Lord, walk with me.
When my head is bowed in sorrow, Lord, I want to Jesus to walk with me.
In both remembrance and expectation, in both assurance and struggle, let us worship our God who loves us
through it all.
Grace to you and yours,
Pastor Mike
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Prayer Concerns
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.
Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks.
Roberta Turner– undergoing radiation treatment
Carolyn Fulton’s family on her death
Patty– friend of Marky Essinger– recovering at home from COVID
Ludmela– Svetlana Hoskins’ mom– diagnosed with stage 2 liver cancer, after 4 chemo treatments they are
testing to see what is next
 Elsie Oyama and Family– the death of her husband George
 Kathy Stevens-tested positive for Covid; home recuperating





Wesley House News

The first event of the semester for the Wesley
House was a success! Under a
clear sky, we met on the quad,
ate sandwiches, and laughed
with new friends. The Wesley
House got enough signatures to
continue to be an official ISU
club. We are looking forward to
more events in the future and to continue the
campus ministry!
Jenna Krasa,
Student President of the Wesley House

Our Sympathy Goes Out to…
Our love and prayers go
out to Carolyn Fulton’s
family. Carolyn passed
away on October 16, 2021.
A Memorial Service was
held here at the church
Thursday, October 28Tth.
Please lift up Elsie Oyama
and family on George
Oyama’s passing on
October 17, 2021. A Memorial Service for
George will be Saturday, November 13th at
11:00am in the Sanctuary. Elsie is not ready
to have calls or visitors. We ask that you keep
her in your prayers.

UMW Circle
Because of the
Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays
our United Methodist
Women Circle meeting for November and
December are combined. We plan to meet
Wednesday, December 8th at 10:00am in
the Fireside Room. This is our Christmas
meeting and we have a very special meeting
planned with a fun game. You are asked to
bring a small gift to exchange (not more than
$3.00). After our meeting we will go out to
lunch at a place to be determined at the
meeting. Any questions, please call Charlotte
Cresswell, 208-233-6852.

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday,
November 7th
Remember to
set your clocks
back one hour

THE TOWER

NOVEMBER 2021

28th Annual Blanket Drive Kicks Off

November 8 Debbie and Stephen Wheeler

November 7 Kathi Warr Bennion
16 Debbie Wheeler
17 Bill McDonald
18 John Bulger
20 Floyd Anderson
25 Katie Leishman
Mary Leishman
May Leishman
Catherine Wilson
27 Gene Crawford
29 Mary Guyton
Ann Marie Phillips

The 28th Annual Community Blanket Drive has
begun. Sponsored by the
Portneuf Valley Interfaith
Fellowship the drive runs
through December 12th.
Please bring new or gently
used, clean, good quality
blankets to the church and
put in the Narthex. You may
also donate money. A gift of $5.00 wil
purchase a wool blanket to be distributed around
the world by Church World Service

Women’s Fellowship

We have a women’s fellowship group that meets each
week for prayer, fellowship
and of course coffee with a
little breakfast thrown in. We are now meeting at
Elmer’s on 5th street at 7:00am every Thursday
morning. Come and join us!

A new Thanksgiving tradition

At Thanksgiving, we give thanks for things (food, home, clothing, work) and loved ones
(family, friends, pets). But if the people we name aren’t present, they may never know how
precious they are to us. This November, start a new tradition by writing notes of thanks to
people you appreciate.
Follow Paul’s model of starting letters with thanksgiving: “First, I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world” (Romans 1:8,
NIV). Notice how he thanks his addressees by thanking God for them. Paul is specific too, not
writing, “Thanks for everything!”
Expressing genuine thanksgiving to God and another person, you might write something like
this:
Dear Judy, This Thanksgiving I’m thinking about special people in my life.
You are one! I thank God for our friendship, for your strong witness for Jesus and for your willingness to lend a hand as a substitute teacher. (Your chocolate cookies are icing on the cake!) I
praise God for you! Sincerely, Joan
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SUN
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday
9:00am-1:00pm

MON

2021
TUE

1

2

8

9

WED

3

8:00-UMM @
Butterburr’s

FR-Fireside Room
CR-Conference RM
CH– Chapel

7

8:45-Confirmation–
Zoom
9:00-Adult Sunday
School-FR
10:00-WorshipSanctuary

Happy Birthday
Kathi Warr Bennion

14

8:45-Confirmation–
Zoom
9:00-Adult Sunday
School-FR
10:00-WorshipSanctuary

8:45-Confirmation–
Zoom
9:00-Adult Sunday
School-FR
10:00-Worship-

8:00-UMM @
Butterburr’s

Happy Anniversary
Debbie & Stephen
Wheeler

15

22

8:45-Confirmation–
Zoom
9:00-Adult Sunday
School-FR
10:00-WorshipSanctuary

29

Happy Birthday
Mary Guyton
Ann Marie Phillips

SAT

4

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

7:00am-Women’s
Fellowship @
Elmer’s
7:00pm– Volleyball
-Gym

16

23

17

8:00-UMM @
Butterburr’s
6:30-Charge
Conference;
Leadership
Team –FR
Happy Birthday
Bill McDonald

24

8:00-UMM @
Butterburr’s

18

7:00am-Women’s
Fellowship @
Elmer’s
7:00pm– Volleyball
-Gym

11:00am-George
Oyama’s Memorial
Service-Sant

30

Happy Birthday
Floyd Anderson

Happy Birthday
John Bulger

25

OFFICE CLOSED

Happy Birthday
Catherine Wilson
Katie Leishman
Mary Leishman
May Leishman

28

FRI

7:00am-Women’s
Fellowship @
Elmer’s
7:00pm– Volleyball
-Gym

Happy Birthday
Debbie Wheeler

21

10

THU

26

OFFICE CLOSED

27

Happy Birthday
Gene Crawford
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United Methodist Men

All men of the church are
invited to join the United
Methodist Men for breakfast and
fellowship at Butterburr’s every
Wednesday morning at
8:00 am.

Women’s Fellowship

Please come and join us for
breakfast and fellowship at
Elmer’s every Thursday morning
at 7:00 am.

Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00am-1:00pm
You may contact us by phone at
(208) 232-1353
office@pocatelloumc.org
NOVEMBER 2021

Set your
clocks back
one hour
Sunday,
November 7th

