
 

 

OCTOBER 2021  

Dear members and friends of First UMC, 
 
As the beauty of fall greets us and we prepare for the colder 
months, I’m excited to share three bits of news related to  
life here at the church. Each of these items welcomes your  
involvement and response. 
 
First, stewardship. Early in October, each of you will begin to  
receive letters and pledge cards that invite you to dedicate a  
portion of your 2022 financial income to the Spirit-led ministry  
of this congregation. Those of us who are members of the local 
church have taken vows to offer it our “prayers, presence, gifts 
and service.” While stewardship at its broadest encompasses all these areas – indeed,  
encompasses our loving care of all creation, for “the earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it –  
this is a season that focuses specifically upon our finances. During the worship service on  
Sunday, November 14 everyone will have the opportunity to consecrate their pledges. 
 
Second, missions. First UMC is a neighbor to the Pocatello Heights apartment complex, which is 
currently managed by Thomas Shurtliff. Thomas wants to find ways that the Heights and the church 
can partner together to serve those who live in the neighborhood, particularly single parents and 
young kids. Our first collaborative effort will be a Trunk-or-Treat hosted in the church’s parking lot 
on Saturday, October 30. Would you like to help organize this event on the front end? Would you 
like to show up that day with a decorated trunk and pass out treats? Call the church office and let us 
know! We need as many trunks on site as possible to make the event a worthwhile evening for the 
kids. We will follow COVID-19 prevention protocols, keeping appropriate distant between cars and 
offering individually wrapped treats. 
 
Third, membership. What does it mean to be a United Methodist? What does it mean to be a  
committed member of a local United Methodist congregation? What might it mean for you, in all  
your unique giftedness, to be a part of this specific congregation? Let’s ask these questions  
together. In the coming months, I’ll be offering a New Members class for those who are interested 
in learning more about the local church or who are considering taking membership vows here. The 
dates and times will be set once I know who’s interested and what our group availability is. If you’re 
interested, please email me directly at pastormike@pocatelloumc.org.  
 
There you have it, three ways of getting involved this fall:  

• offer your pledges, 

• bless the neighborhood, 

• consider joining our congregation.  

•  
I’m excited for all that God has in store for us.  
 
Grace to you and yours, 
Pastor Mike 

mailto:pastormike@pocatelloumc.org
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UMW to Meet 
Our Wednesday 
UMW Circle  
will meet  
Wednesday,  
October 27th at 10:00 A.M. in the 
Fireside Room.  We would like to thank 
Maggie Mann for her informative  
information on COVID and how things 
are going in our area.  Also thanks to 
Charlotte Cresswell for her program 
“Grant Me a Godward Vision”.   
      Come for fellowship and an inter-
esting program.  Please put us on your 
calendar, and bring a friend!  After 
our meeting we will go out to lunch at 
a place to be determined at the meet-
ing.   
     Any questions, please call Charlotte 
Cresswell, 208-233-6852. 

Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

 Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks. 
 

 Roberta Turner– under going radiation treatment 
 Tony Lachman– fell and hit his head and nose, and fractured his ankle 
 Carolyn Fulton-home and resting after heart procedures at University of Utah Medical Center 
 Patty– friend of Marky Essinger– doing Rehab in Boise for COVID 
 Kendra McInelly’s son 
 Brenda Goodwin’s brother; continued healing from respiratory infection 
 Nedra Bennett-Marvin McCall’s sister; recovering from a broken leg 

Let’s Lift Some Spirits! 
About 39 years ago my youngest son came home 
from kindergarten with a little booklet with com-
ments from all the other students with what they 
liked about him.  Each child got one.  I thought 
this was a great idea!  You don’t have to be young 
to enjoy hearing from others. 
     After hearing this the congregation decided to 
write letters to some people 
who could no longer physical-
ly make it to church.  We put 
those letters in a “booklet” 
and delivered it to them.  
When we delivered the book-
let it brought smiles to many  
faces. 
     Today we use technology to communicate.  It 
is also good to receive a handwritten note that you      
can hold in your hand and enjoy over and over.         
Would you help us lift some spirits by writing a      
note to someone in the congregation?  
     What to do: take a note card from the table in 
the Narthex or use one of your own.  Write a note 
to one of the people listed.  Drop your note in the 
collection plate on Sunday or leave in the church 
office.  After 2 or 3 weeks we will deliver the 
notes and brighten some ones day. 
     We hope to make this a regular occurrence.  
Those we wish to have you write too: 
 Floyd and Peggy Anderson 
 Don Ashcroft          Esther Benson 
 Phil Burkhart          Nadyne Connaughton 
 Beverly Cooper        Evie Dingman 
 Phil Eastman           Annice Frovick 
 Carolyn Fulton        Helen Garnett 
 Loave Garton          Carol Guymer 
 Barbara Hanson       Edith Hong 
 Ruth Lish                 Sharon Shore 
 Bill and Linda McDonald 
 Ann Hope Vegors 

ISU Student Care Package 
Do you have a student at ISU Pocatello?  Send a 
Midterm Care Package to show your support. 
     Purchase a Care Package from Trinity  
Episcopal Church at a cost of $20.  Order by  
Friday, Oct. 8th.  A cheerful gift bag with a variety 
of support items will be hand delivered to your ISU 
student on Tuesday, Oct 12, or Wednesday, Oct 
13.  (May also be purchased for faculty or staff.)  
     Contact Trinity Episcopal Church of Pocatello. 
Use the online order form, found at: 
www.trinitypocatello.org.  
Or email us at: 
 info@trinitypocatello.org  
Or phone us at: 
 208-233-2640.  

http://www.trinitypocatello.org/
mailto:info@trinitypocatello.org
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 October 1 John Frost 
           Melissa Pancoast 
                3 Grant  Kosmicki 
     4 Jack Bradley 
     5 Lori Vaughn 
     7 Oscar Bambolo 
                8 Mike Wilson 
    10 Megan Perryman 
    11 Steve Wheeler 
    12 Blaise Bambolo 
     Sus Conner 
    18 Charlotte Cresswell 
    22 Barbara Bain 
     Judy Harveston 
    24 Carol Guymer 
     Skipp Rudd 
    25 Terra Hill 

Appreciating your pastor 
 
Many people have complex relationships with their pastors because faith, church and God involve    
a mix of emotions. We have particular ideas about church practices, congregational priorities, the  
minister’s use of time, money, authority and more. 
 
But most pastors are deeply devoted to Christ and believe that God has called them to serve in a 
certain place. They have the best of intentions and work hard to share the good news of the gospel. 
So in honor of Pastor  
Appreciation Month in October, consider the following: 

God doesn't call the qualified; he qualifies the called. Your pastor may need time to learn 
and develop certain skills. (Everyone does!) Bless pastors with your patience. 
 
We don't change the message; the message changes us. You probably won’t like all your  
pastor’s sermons or newsletter columns. But instead of complaining, ponder that something 
may rub you the wrong way because God is trying to change you. Keep an open mind and heart. 
 
If a church wants a “better” pastor, it just needs to pray for the one it has. Pray often and 
caringly for your pastors, church leaders and their families. The role is challenging, so support 
them spiritually and ask God to reveal his love and grace to these special servants. 

28th Annual Blanket Drive Kicks Off 
The 28th Annual Community Blanket Drive 
will begin October 10th.  Sponsored by the  
Portneuf Valley Interfaith Fellowship the drive 
runs through December 12th.  The purpose of 
the drive is twofold: to collect blankets for  
distribution locally and to raise funds to 
 purchase blankets to be disbursed in 
the United States and throughout the 
world by Church World Service.   
     New and clean, good quality used 
blankets are being collected.  In turn 
they will be distributed to:  The  
Salvation Army, St. Vincent DePaul 
Mission, Aid for Friends, and 
SEICAA.   
     The money donated to Church 
World Service purchases high  
quality wool blankets to be  
distributed throughout the world.  
The blankets provided by Church World Service 
serve as a resource with  
many uses.  In times of great catastrophes these 
blankets serve many purposes.  One blanket can 
serve in one day as a suitcase, a tarp for shade 
or shelter, and a warming tool.  Blankets serve 
as a staple item for people displaced by natural 
disasters, famine, poverty, and political unrest.  
Each gift of $5.00 purchases one of these wool 
blankets. 
     Please bring your blankets to the church and 
leave in the designated box in the Narthex  
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Happy Birthday 
John Frost 

Melissa Pancoast 

2 
   

3  

  8:45– Confirmation- 
         Zoom 
  9:00-Adult Sunday  
      School– FR 
10:00-Worship- 
       Sanctuary 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Jack Bradley 

5 
   
  
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Lori Vaughn 

6 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
 
 

7   

7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Oscar Bambolo 

8 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Mike Wilson 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
  8:45-Confirmation–  
        Zoom 
  9:00-Adult Sunday  
      School-FR 
10:00-Worship- 
      Sanctuary 

 
Happy Birthday 

Megan Perryman 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Steve Wheeler 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Blaise Bambolo 

Sus Conner 

13 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
 

14 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
 
 
 
 

 
 

15 16 
 

17 

 
  8:45-Confirmation–  
        Zoom 
  9:00-Adult Sunday  
       School-FR 
10:00-Worship- 
       Sanctuary 

18 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Charlotte Cresswell 

19 
  

20 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:30-Leadership 
     Team –FR 
 

 

21 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Barbara Bain 

Judy Harveston 

23 

24 
  8:45-Confirmation–  
        Zoom 
  9:00-Adult Sunday  
        School-FR 
10:00-Worship- 
        Sanctuary 
 

Happy Birthday 
Carol Guymer 
Skipp Rudd 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Terra Hill 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00-United  
Methodist Women              
        Fireside Room 

 28 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 

29 30 

31 
 
 
 
 
  8:45-Confirmation–  
        Zoom 
  9:00-Adult Sunday     
       School-FR 
10:00-Worship- 
       Sanctuary 

      

October 

2021 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  
invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 
fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at  
8:00 am.                    

 

Women’s Fellowship 
Please come and join us for  
breakfast and fellowship at  

Butterburr’s every Thursday 
morning at 7:00 am.                    


