
 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021  

  

FALL SCHEDULE BEGINS 

 
September 12TH 

 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:00am 

Worship Service at 10:00am in the Sanctuary 
 
It's time again for an exciting year of Sunday School and Worship!  Please join us on Sunday  

    mornings at 9:00-9:45 for Sunday school.  We have classes for preschool age through adults.   

 Preschool age thru 1st grade- Room 37 with Miss Charlotte and Miss Nancy 

 Elementary 2nd grade thru 5th grade- Room 26 With Miss Holly, Susannah and Elle 

 Middle School 6th grade thru 8th grade-Wesley Chapel with Miss Claire and Stacey  

     High school age may also join this class.  They are learning about the United Methodist  

     Church as many of the teens are in Confirmation Class. 

 Adult Sunday School– 9th grade thru adult-Fireside Room with Roger Boe, Larry Morton  

        and Marv McCall 

   

At 10:00 we will meet in the Sanctuary for one combined worship Service.   

 

If you are interested in volunteering or teaching  

Sunday School or just want more information, see  

Holly Bambolo or call the church office 
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From Our Pastor 

 Dear friends and family of Pocatello UMC, 
 
 In the Old Testament book of Ezra, the first Israelites released 
from Babylonian captivity return to  
Jerusalem and prepare to rebuild their place of worship on the temple 
mount. Once they have laid the new  
temple’s foundations, the people all pause and shift from work to wor-
ship. Here’s how the scene unfolds: 
 

…they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord, 
“For [God] is good, for [God’s]  
steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.” And all the people re-
sponded with a great shout when  
they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But many of the 
priests and Levites and heads of families, old people who had seen the house on its foundations, wept 
with a loud voice when they saw this house, though many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could 
not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people’s weeping…(Ezra 3:11-13) 
 

This moment has always meant a lot to me. In worship, joy and weeping each have their place – and not just in 
neat compartments but in true layered harmony with one another. Even though it sometimes goes unrecognized, 
all worship services are like this. Some people come energized, grounded, and deeply joyful; some people barely 
stumble through the doors, so harrowing and exhausting are their lives at the moment. The harmony of praise and 
pain also characterizes seasons of change, when the embrace of some new thing requires a shift in attitude or pri-
ority or form – letting go in order to receive. Even as the people praise God for the breaking of new ground, 
many, especially those who had lived long enough to see the former temple’s glory, weep for the things that will 
never be the same.  
 

Worship can hold it all.  
 
What’s more, this kind of honest and authentic worship is actually a healthy way to move through  
seasons of change. 
 

As we move into the autumn months, our congregation will remain unified in a single worship service on 
Sunday mornings at 10:00am in the Sanctuary. This decision emerges from an intentional discernment process 
between me, the church’s Leadership Team, and our worship leaders. As we recover from the first year of shut-
downs, navigate new personal crises and struggles, and brace ourselves for whatever is to come, we want to do it 
together. As we celebrate the signs of new life in our midst and lay new foundations, we want to do it together.  
 
With a single service, we have an opportunity to draw together the best of the former Rejoice and Traditional  
services and bring everyone’s gifts to bear on one creative, empowering experience. We will reunite as a spiritual 
family and, with both laugher and lament, be a “people [who] shouted so loudly that the sound was heard far 
away” (Ezra 3:13). To maximize our connection with one other, we are also working to get a form of virtual wor-
ship up and running. 
 
Maybe this very transition is a change you will wrestle with. If so, let the tears flow freely, but don’t let them 
keep you from the gathered Body. Remember, worship can hold it all. 
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Prayer Concerns 
                                             One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

                                              Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks 

 Roberta Turner– surgery was a success, she now moves on to stage 3 (radiation treatment) 

 Tom and Colleen Foster-our former pastor and his wife; health issues 

 Bob Horsey-Pastor Mike’s uncle; cancer 

 Iris Mayer’s grandson– diagnosed with cancer 

 Gary Bills– Roger Hanson’s brother-in-law; health issues 

 Akina family on the sudden death of  Nicolas 

 Tony Lachman– fell and hit his head and nose, and fractured his ankle 

 Carolyn Fulton-home and resting after heart procedures at University of Utah  Medical Center 

 Beverly Klug– Marvin McCall’s wife- having knee surgery August 23rd; pray for a successful surgery 

 Patty– friend of Marky Essinger- in the hospital with Covid; pray for her oxygen levels to rise 

 Family of Daniel Hong - Daniel, a long time member of our church passed away August 23rd     in Eagle.   

 Debbie Strum-Lori Vaughn’s daughter; recovering from hip surgery 

 Kendra McInelly’s  son 

 Brenda Goodwin’s brother; continued healing from respiratory infection 

From Our Pastor, contd. 

Here are some ways that you can help make this new endeavor a success: 

• Pray for me, and for your worship leaders, as we seek to discern how the Holy Spirit desires to reveal the 
love and presence of Christ each week, and then plan services accordingly. 

 

• Get involved as a greeter, usher, liturgist, musician, singer, pray-er, artist, writer, preacher, or in another 
capacity. “Liturgy” means “the work of the people.” The more gifts offered, the more voices lifted up, the 
more beautiful, powerful, just, and healing worship will be. 

 

• Abide by our COVID protocols and hold others accountable to those same standards. Through mask-
wearing, distancing, sanitizing, and the like, we will maximize our chances of continuing to worship in 
person. Of course, things may happen that are beyond our control, but we can each do our part to keep one 
another protected. 

 

• Notice who is not in worship and reach out to them. If you’re proud of your church family, tell other people 
about it. If you know folks who were once active members but just can’t get out on Sunday mornings any-
more, let them know that they’re loved and that we’re praying for them.  

 
I look forward to seeing you on Sundays at 10:00am. I am excited to lay some new foundations, bringing  
before God all that we are, all that we need, and all that we desire. 
 Grace to you and yours, 
 Pastor Mike 
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Attention-  
All Women 

Our Wednesday 
UMW Circle is 
ready to begin 
meeting for the coming year.  All  
women are invited to join us Wednes-
day, September 22nd at 10:00 A.M. in 
the Fireside Room.  Please put us on 
your calendar, and bring a friend!   
 
Come for fellowship and an  
interesting program.  After our meeting 
we will go out to lunch at a place to be 
determined at the meeting.   
 
Any questions, please call Charlotte 
Cresswell, 233-6852. 

Come Play  
Pinochle with Us! 
We are gearing up 
for an exciting year 

of fellowship and 
fun. 

It starts Saturday, 
Sept.18th  
at 7:00pm  

in the Fireside 
Room 

Bring a friend (or 2) 

Standing with Haiti Amid  
Quake and Storm 

 

United Methodists are working with longtime 
partners in Haiti to respond after a 7.2-
magnitude earthquake on August 14th and as a 
major storm approaches.  The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief is collecting donations and 
working on the next steps to help the impover-
ished country, which also faces political unrest, 
gang violence, and COVID-19.  The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief is collecting  
financial donations through its International  
Disaster Response and Recovery Advance fund 
#982450. The relief arm, part of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries, also is in 
conversation with partners on the ground about 
the next steps. 
 
If you would like to give to help with the relief 
effort you can do so online by going to 
umcmission.org and click the give button 

Do You Have a Name Tag? 
We are encouraging everyone to 
wear their nametag if they have 
one.  If you do not have one and 
would like one we will be ordering 
some September 15th.  There are 
cards for you to fill out on the table 
in the Narthex.  You may put it in the offering 
plate or turn it into the church office.  They will 
cost $4.75 each.  Get a name tag and wear it so 
everyone will know you! 

The Tower Is Coming in the Mail 
We are sending the Tower in the 
mail again .  We have tried to 
include everyone but if you 
know someone who would like 
it please let the office know.    

http://umcmission.org/
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We Extend Our Sympathy… 
To the family of Gene King.  Gene was a long 
time member of our church who passed away  
August 6th.  She was 95.  Gene loved to sing in 
the Chancel Choir, was very involved in United 
Methodist Women helping with receptions and 
dinners and she along with Kathy Jacobsen were 
our top money counters.  There will be a Memo-
rial service on Saturday, September 18th at 
11:00am at the Jason Lee Memorial Church 
(168 So. University) in Blackfoot.   
 
To Edith Hong and family on the death of  
Daniel.  Daniel and Edith have also been long 
term members at our church.  Daniel passed 
away on August 23rd.  You may remember the 
fantastic dinners they would cook for a couple of 
fundraisers we had here at the church.  A private 
family service will be held at a later date.   

 
 
 
 

 Sept 1 Tim Leishman 
                 3 Judy DelDebbio 
  Kennedy Morton 
                   6 Will Kosmicki 
                  11 Sophie Bambolo 
                 22 Sue Akersten 
                 28 Maggie Mann 
                 30  Carol Bambolo 
        Cam Morrison 
 
 
 
 
  
            Sept. 2 Ron and Catherine Wilson 
         16 Roger and Donna Boe 
                   27 Bob and Doris Autenreith 

Updated Church Directory 
Hot off the presses and ready for you to  
take home.  The 2021 Church Directory is 

updated and on the table in 
the Narthex.  Pick yours up 
today!  Check it out and if 
there are any errors please 
contact the church  

                     office.   
Our help — past, present and future 
This month, America marks the 20th anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, which ended almost 
3,000 lives and changed life forever for millions 
more. The nation was shaken to its very roots, 
with violence jolting out of us any assumption 
that “it can’t happen here.” September 11 ban-
ished any lingering notion that being on the 
side of “liberty and justice for all” served as insu-
lation against mass tragedy. We now had more 
to fear than fear itself. 
Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the earth 
should change” (v. 2) — as it did on 9/11 —God 
remains “our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble” (v. 1). We are never alone or 
without hope, even on life-altering days. 
How have God’s presence and power sustained 
you through life’s changes? How might sharing 
your story help someone else when their world 
or faith gets shaken? 

—adapted from The Wired Word 
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Leadership Team Minutes– August 18, 2021 
Attendance: Roger Boe, Roger Hanson, Lynda Montgomery, Marky Essinger, Debbie Wheeler, Stacey Jensen, 
Doug Buurma, Tony Lachman, Pastor Mike Conner, Kay Flower, Robin Terrell, Holly Bambolo 
Absent:, Kris Rudd, Larry Morton,  
Opening Prayer & Play 
Updates & Timely Decisions 
 COVID-19- COVID protocols went out to the congregation this month in both email and physical 
mail formats.  We are refining these weekly.  Maggie Mann has spoken with her colleagues about our  
approach to worship and shared with me (Pastor Mike)  her opinion that we’ve been observing low-risk proto-
cols.  However, there are 2 areas to improve:  1) We need to encourage and model moving outside when we 
visit with one another after the service.  2) We need to model and hold other church leaders/workers/volunteers 
accountable to mask wearing. 
 Any groups (confirmation, Sunday School, Choir Rehearsal, etc.) meeting in the church need to com-
ply with the same sanitizing, distancing, and masking requirements that we observe for worship. 
Annual Camp Report-Debbie Wheeler-We had 8 kids go to camp, 4 used scholarships.  Pastor Mike would 
like a couple of them to speak briefly at church. 
Choosing our Sunday morning schedule for the Fall.  9:00-SS 10:00 W 
LDS Temple Visit- Tuesday 9/14-3:pm 
 Who- 6 leadership team 
 Invite others- 
 Want an additional evening tour- 9/14-7:15, 8:00    9/15- 6:15, 8:00 (Debbie is going to send a signal 
and arrange a sign-up) 
Finances 
 Discussion of current finances- 
 Request to invest in recording and streaming equipment-$350/materials $450- streaming service- There 
is $2000 in temporary holding that was donated for COVID expenses.  Marky suggested using this $$$ for this 
service- Holly moved/Robin 2nd-Motion Passed 
 Kay brought up the idea for a stewardship drive-A short term task force will be formed by Pastor Mike 
Building & Grounds 
 Bid presentation for carpet cleaning-Lynda Montgomery moved/Roger Hanson 2nd -Motion passed 
 Maintenance issues-none noted 
 Building Use Calendar- Notify Office (Debbie)- 
 Work Day- 
  Who organize- Mandy, Tanner, Kosmicki’s??? 
  When-  
  List of what needs done- have everyone make a list 
  List of tools needed-once we have the list of jobs 
Staff-Parish Relations 
 Create a hiring sub-committee Larry, Pastor Mike, and 2-3 leadership, 2-3 congregation members to:  
Lynda, Robin, Marky.  Several names were suggested for congregation members 
  Update job descriptions/salaries- 
  Update hiring protocols- 
  Develop contracts- 
 Hand Shake at ISU- job fair -Kay and Marky will look into ideas 
 NEED: Custodian- 
   Sound & AV Tech 
   Administrative Assistant -start in Nov 
   Nursery Director-not urgent 
Other-Girl Scout Vacuum-Lynda moved we spend up to $250 for a vacuum, Tony 2nd – motion passed   
 
Respectably submitted by Stacey Jensen 
 
 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Friday 
9:00-1:00 

 
FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference RM  
CH– Chapel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 
  8:00am-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Tim Leishman 

2 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 

 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Ron & Catherine  

Wilson 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Judy DelDennio 
Kennedy Morton 

4 
   

5  

10:00-Worship- 
         Sanctuary 
 

6 
 
 
 

Office Closed 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Will Kosmicki 

7 
   
  
 
 
 

8 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
 
 

9 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Sophie Bambolo 

12 
  9:00-Confirmation–  
        Chapel 
  9:00-Sunday School 
10:00-Worship- 
         Sanctuary 
 

 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:30-Leadership 
     Team –FR 
 

16 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Roger & Donna Boe 

17 18 
7:00-Pinochle- 
   Fireside Room 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  9:00-Confirmation–  
        Chapel 
  9:00-Sunday School 
10:00-Worship- 
          Sanctuary 

20 
 

 
 

21 
  5:30pm--PEO-FR 
  

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00-United  
Methodist Women              
        Fireside Room 

Happy Birthday 
Sue Akersten 

23 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 

24 25 

26 
  9:00-Confirmation–  
        Chapel 
  9:00-Sunday School 
10:00-Worship- 
           Sanctuary 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Bob & Doris  
Autenreith 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Maggie Mann 

29 
  8:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 

 30 
  7:00am-Women’s  
      Fellowship @ 
           Butterburr’s 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Carol Bambolo 
Cam Morrison 

  

2021 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  
invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 
fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at  
8:00 am.                    

 

Women’s Fellowship 
Please come and join us for  
breakfast and fellowship at  

Butterburr’s every Thursday 
morning at 7:00 am.                    


