
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   

THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

MARCH 2018  

How are you living in connection? 
The season of Lent calls us to carve out space and place for renewed connection. Lent draws us back to 
rekindle the connected life from a spark into a roaring flame. Wesleyan theology and practice is centered on 
connection--connection with God, each other, creation, and ourselves. We are created for community, to 
have our lives intersected and interwoven into a vibrant and beautiful mosaic that shares in the life of the 
risen and living Lord.   

As a congregation, as the living body of Christ at the corner of 15th & Clark, we are not the same when 
you aren't with us! The mosaic God creates through us by the Holy Spirit has holes in it, gaps, spaces, 
missing jewels when our fellow members are absent in worship. 
 

There's something dynamic when a congregation is fully present and active in worship. Yeah, sure, the 
sanctuary looks fuller. But, when the full body of Christ comes together, there is a power, a dynamism, (in 
Greek it's dynamis) that can be tangibly felt or sensed. And through our shared connection in worship, God 
the Holy Spirit is drawing us together into the new creation God has in store for us. 

How are you living in connection? It's a mistake to view corporate worship as optional. 
Not only do we miss out on the grace God gives us through worship (Wesley considers 
corporate worship to be one of the main channels through which God works grace and 
holiness into us), but we weaken the body of Christ in our absence.  

When we disconnect from the discipline and practice of worshiping weekly with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, we begin to unravel. Like the end of a braided rope that becomes frayed, it 
isn't long before our spiritual life starts coming undone. When we loosen our grip on intention-
ally following the path of discipleship, we miss out on the dynamism in life. Being in the moun-
tains, on the lake, or at the beach doesn't come close to the beauty and grace God has for us 
through our church connection.   

https://pocatelloumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=494038de8bdd67db2ad5c5e65&id=085e27050f&e=d2257b4e73
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Feeding the 5000 Families Interfaith Food Drive 

Celebrating its 21st year! 
February 14 to April 1, 2018 

 
 

Food Drive Events: 
Grocery Store Collection: Saturday, March 10, 2018, between the hours of 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM. We will 
greet the public at Albertsons, Smith’s, Fred Meyer and Ridley's grocery store. We ask the public to contribute 
to the Feeding the 5,000 Families food drive!  
Candlelight Vigil - Light a Candle for the Hungry:  Saturday, March 24, 2018, at Community of Christ 
located at 4588 Bannock Highway, Pocatello. Event starts at 7:00 PM.  
Closing Celebration:  Monday, April 23, 2018, come and celebrate the end of a successful campaign at the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church located 253 Valleyview. The event begins at 5:45 and is free to the public, alt-
hough we do ask that you bring two cans of either chili or vegetables. One goes in the donation barrel and 
one goes into a mulligan stew that will be served after the service.   
Quilt Raffle: We are raffling a quilt approximately 80 x 105. Suggested donations are $1 per ticket or 6 for 
$5.  All proceeds go to the Idaho Foodbank. Call the Idaho Foodbank at 233-8811 to purchase tickets.  Quilt 
drawing held during the closing program. You do not need to be present to win.  

If you would like to help with or participate in any of these events or have questions, send us an 
email at feedingthe5000@gmail.com or visit our website at feedingthe5000.org. 

“Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have enter-
tained angels unaware.”  Hebrews 13:1-2 

Worship is but one connection we share. We connect knee to knee and eye to eye in Sunday School — this 
age-old tradition of gathering together in smaller groups to dig into the word of God, not just to learn (that's 
definitely part of it), but to engage both our hearts and our minds so that we're growing together in our walk with 
the Lord in discipleship. 
 
Maybe it's been a while since you've been to Sunday School. Maybe you used to go but somehow fell out of the 
habit of going. Along with worship, the weekly practice of participating in Sunday School is another way we 
open ourselves to God's work in us. 

Personal or private prayer. The daily reading of Scripture. The Sacraments. Intentional conversa-
tions about what God is doing in our lives. Serving the poor. Visiting the sick. Creating space 
for us to engage in humble service….  These are ways we connect with the Lord and grow clos-
er to the heart of Jesus. Wesley talked about these things as the means of grace--channels or ave-
nues we can take to grow in the stature of Christ.  

Lent is about reconnecting--tethering ourselves to the ways of Jesus both personally and communally. I 
challenge you to make this Lenten season one in which we grow a stronger connection together.  

It’s Idaho Month, so please bring any potato dish to share for the March potluck following 

one service in the Sanctuary at 11:00AM. 

 

MARCH 4
th

 

One Service, 11:00am, Sanctuary 
All-Church Potluck, 12:15PM, Gym 

mailto:feedingthe5000@gmail.com
https://pocatelloumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=494038de8bdd67db2ad5c5e65&id=90be2c9749&e=d2257b4e73
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World Prayer Day, Friday March 2nd 

Portneuf Valley Interfaith Fellowship Tour of Faiths 

The Portneuf Valley Interfaith Fellowship is celebrating a Tour of Faiths on Saturday, 
March 3rd, from 1 pm to 4 pm. Twelve faith communities will host an open house to 
encourage our surrounding community to learn more about the different faith tradi-
tions in Pocatello. Our church is one of the twelve! These 12 sites will be open for you 
to drop in and visit from 1 pm to 4 pm:  
 
Baha’I, 1777 Sunrise Way 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1701 Bartz Way  
First Presbyterian Church, 202 S. Seventh Ave. 
First United Methodist Church, 200 N. 15th Ave. 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, 455 N. Hayes Ave. 
Islamic Society of Southeast Idaho, 1513 S. Fifth Ave. 
Portneuf Sangha (Buddhist), 424 West Lewis 
Pocatello Seventh Day Adventist Church, 253 Valleyview Dr. 
Pocatello Unitarian Universalist, 309 N. Garfield Ave. 
Temple Emanuel (Jewish), 306 N. 18th Ave. 
Central Christian Church, 918 E Center St. 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church, 518 N. Fifth  

Easter Lily Youth Fundraiser 
 

Beautify our church for the Easter Worship Services, and support the youth. Purchase an Easter Lily 
in memory or in honor of a loved one or for yourself. The cost is $15.00 and the proceeds will go  
toward youth activities and church camp scholarships. Deposit your orders into the offering plate on 
Sundays or bring them to the church office. Be certain to specify “Easter Lily Fundraiser” on the  
envelope or the memo line on your check.  Thank you so much for your support of our youth!   

(Lilies not retrieved at the end of  11:00AM Easter service will be given away or donated locally.) 
 

 

 

Your Name ________________________________________Amount attached ____________  
 
In Memory of _________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of ___________________________________________________ 

It’s time to start planning VBS 2018! Our church has been chosen to 
host a workshop by the VBS publishing company. For hosting the 
workshop, we will be given a gift card that will help in purchasing 
supplies. YESSSS!  There are additional costs that we need to raise 
money for. Please consider donating early to help us plan this  
wonderful, life-changing event. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Idaho,+1513+S.+Fifth+Ave.+%0D+Portneuf&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=424+West+Lewis&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=306+N.+18th+Ave&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
March 17  Charlotte & Don Cresswell 
         30   Gary & Marlys McCurdy 

March    2  Alex Jensen 
             4  Gayla Parent 
             6  Marianne Healea 
                 Leah Schwacofer 
             7  Emma Iannacone 
             8  James Lagos 
           13  Aliea Son 
           18  Marlys McCurdy 
  21  Margaret Farnlund 
  23  Payton Belzer 
        Jennifer Driggs 
  30  Gary McCurdy 

United Methodist Women’s Circle 
Wednesday, March 28

th
, 10AM, Fireside Room 
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Come, Play Pinochle 

Saturday, March 3rd at 

7:00pm in the Fireside Room. 

Please bring a treat to share.  

Sunday, March 11th 
Daylight Saving Begins. 
Move your clocks ahead 

one hour! 

To minimize our global footprint, Church Council Minutes for December 2017 and 
future meetings will be emailed when they are available.  If  you prefer, a hard copy 

will be accessible through the church office. 

“Know the 10 Signs: Early Detection 

Matters for Alzheimer’s Disease and 

Other Dementias” 

March 14th, 6-7pm, Chapel 

The Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Idaho 
Chapter, is proud to provide a FREE  
Education Series in Pocatello.  Anyone in 
our community is welcome to attend any or 
all presentations on this important topic. 
Two future lectures will be given at our 
church on “The Basics of Alzheimer’s” (July 
18th, 2-3pm), and Healthy Habits for your 
Brain and Body” (Oct. 16th, 6-7pm).  Please 
RSVP to attend each presentation by email-
ing jmmiller@alz.org or by calling  
1-208-206-0041. 

All women are invited to join us.  We would like 
to thank Marianne Healea, Lori Vaughn and 
Charlotte Cresswell for the delicious refresh-
ments at our February meeting and Carol 
Guymer for the fun program. 
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The Wesley House is in great need of bathroom repair. The estimate from the contractor is $4,000-9,000  
depending on if we do all that is suggested.  We need to raise about $3,000 to ensure we are able to fix the 
ongoing issues in the bathroom. Pray with us that we pick the right contractor, that we are able to raise the 
additional funds needed and that we continue to minister well to our ISU family. If you know a contractor 
or someone we could get a second opinion from, contact Amy Scarlett and she will pass the information 
along to the Board. Thank you!! 
Thanks, 
Amy Scarlett 

The Wesley House  
@ Idaho State University 

Adults, Kids, Youth, and Families Go Camping! 
April (date to be determined)—Camp Sunday—registration packets available 
 

May 5th—Early deadline to register for camp at a discount 
July 8-14 

    Elementary (grades 3-6) 
    Junior (grades 6-8) 

 

July 15-21 
    Senior (grades 9-12) 
    Outpost (grades 4-6) 

 

July 22-28 
    Elementary 2 (grades 3-6) 
    Adventure (grades 7-12) 

 

There are many different camping opportunities for everyone from kids to adults.  You 
can go online at: gocamping.org for camp dates and registration forms.  

 

More information will be available next month. 

Memorial Service  

for Karen Apel 

March 10th, 2018 

2:00 PM 

Sanctuary 
 

A Reception will be held in the Fireside 
Room following the service. 

Scout Sunday—March 11th 

If you have a scout who would like to participate in Scout 
Sunday, please contact Claire Kosmicki at  208 241-7039. 

Deepening Prayer Retreat 
March 17

th
, 10AM-3PM, Fireside Room 

A registration cost of $15 will cover the retreat, lunch, 
and materials.  Judy Brutz is the author and speaker.  
Space is limited, so to attend you must call the church 
office soon to reserve a spot. 

http://gocamping.org/news/adults-kids-youth-and-families-everybody-goes-camping/
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Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks: 

Carol Ryan Edgekoski -continued healing  
Bambolo Family - finding and transitioning to a new job 
DelDebbio Family - comfort in loss of son, Andrew 
Esther Benson - prayers for her recovery after A-fib event 
Kym & Bill Branson - Kym fell & broke her leg; Bill is  
   having more difficulty; prayers for comfort 
John Dingman - healing 
Helen Garnett - strength and healing 
Ruth Eastman – diagnosed with congestive heart failure;  

   keep the family in prayer, including Phil Jr, who is recov- 

   ering from a stroke 

Karen Apel –  prayers for grieving family  
Harald Wyndham – healing from advanced case of cancer,      
     and prayers for Harald, Jane and family 
Mike – friend of the Essingers, fell and broke his neck;   
     prayers for healing during the long recovery 
Ali Munson, granddaughter of Gordon Jones – prayers     

   for comfort and healing from serious health issues 

Esme Coppini (15), granddaughter of Judy & John  

   DelDebbio - suffering from serious depression after  

   death of her stepdad 

Margaret & Roshin Johnson & family - healing 

Charlotte Cresswell – healing; continued chemotherapy 
Pat Burkhart – recovery from stroke 
Karl Belzer – thyroid issues 
Mary, Bobby Mills’ cousin – prayers for family and friends  
   who mourn Mary’s loss 
Jesse Kiboko – prayers for vascular surgery on Mar. 8th 
Allison Merozek – friend of Rachel Dingman; grieving the       
     loss of her father 
Liz Shreve –  Gary Montgomery's niece, passed away; pray      
     for Liz, her husband, and family as they grieve her loss 
Nedra –  sister of Marvin McCall, hospitalized for seizure of  
     unknown cause; prayers for healing and recovery 
Khody, friend of Kosmicki family – 6-year-old with a  

   brain tumor; peace for Khody & his family 

Gene King –  prayers for her back to heal 
Frances Baker, Kathy Grumbein's mother –  recovering   
   from surgery on her left femur after a fall 
Elizabeth Pancoast, mother of Paula Coverdale –  

   prayers for Coverdale family as they grieve her loss 

Kristopher, son of Ann Prusac – diagnosed with leuke- 

   mia; prayers for healing & comfort for the Prusac family 

We successfully duct-taped Pastor Michael to 
the wall following our All-Church Potluck in 
February!  We made enough money to cover 
most but not all of the early expenses for organ-
izing VBS.  More fundraising will be needed but 
this was a fun way to kick off VBS.  Did Pastor 
Michael ever stick to the gym wall! 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 

          1:00-4:00 
FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference       
   Room 
CH– Chapel 
Sanct.-Sanctuary 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 

6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
   ButterBurr’s 
4:00-Trustees-CH 
7:30–Chancel Choir- 
   Practice– Choir Rm 

 

  
 

 
 

2 
WORLD DAY OF 

PRAYER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
1:00-4:00– PVIF  
   Tour of Faiths–  
   Sanct. 
7:00– Pinochle–FR 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 
12:15-Potluck-Gym 

 
 
 
 
 

5 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
6:30-Missions-CH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

7 
 7:00A-UMM @ 
     ButterbBurr’s      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8 

6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
   ButterBurr’s 
6:30-Rejoice-Chapel 
7:30–Chancel Choir 
    Practice– Choir Rm  

 
 

 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
10:00-4:00pm- 
   Feeding 5000 
   Grocery Store  
   Food Collection 
2:00pm– Karen  
   Apel Memorial  
   Service– Sanct. 
3:00pm– K. Apel  
   Reception– FR &  
   Gym 

11 
 

 
Girl Scout Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins 

 UMCOR Giving Sunday 
8:30-Rejoice Service-CH 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 

12 
Office Closed 
5:30-Wesley  
   Foundation– CH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
10:00am-10:00pm–  
   Egg Stuffing  
   Party at N.  Kell’s 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

14 

 7:00A-UMM @ 
     ButterBurr’s 
5:30-7:30pm–  
   Alzheimer’s     
   Presentation– CH 
7:00-Finance-CH  

 
 
 
 

15 
6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
   ButterBurr’s 
6:30-Rejoice-Chapel 
7:30–Chancel Choir 
    Practice– Choir Rm  
 

 
 
 

16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
10:00-3:00–  
   Deepening  
   Prayer Retreat–   
   FR 

 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45– Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 

19 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 21 
7:00A-UMM @ 
     ButterBurr’s 
7:00-Church  
        Council-CH 

   
 
 
 

22 
6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
   ButterBurr’s 
6:30-Rejoice-Chapel 
7:30–Chancel Choir 
    Practice– Choir Rm  

 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

24 
7:00-Feeding the       
   5000-Candlelight   
   Vigil-Community  
   Church of Christ  

25 

 
 
 
 
7:30-10:00-Community  
     Breakfast-Gym 
8:30-Rejoice Service-CH 
9:45– Sunday School 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

26 
Office Closed 
 

27  28 
 
7:00A-UMM @ 
     ButterBurr’s   
10:00-UMW Circle–  
    FR 

29 
 
6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
   ButterBurr’s 
7:00-Maundy Thurs- 
   day Service-CH 

7:30–Chancel Choir 
    Practice– Choir Rm  

 

30 
 
 
7:00-Good Friday  
   Service-CH 

31 
10:30am- 
   Easter Egg Hunt-   
   8000 Bannock  
   Highway 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at ButterBurr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group meets 

at ButterBurr’s  every Thursday 

morning at 6:30 am for meditations 

and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (251-4899)  

for more information. 

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

Easter Egg Stuffing Party — March 13th from 10am-10pm 
At Nancy Kell’s Home: 9175 W. Caribou Rd. 

 

Nancy Kell generously coordinates the Easter Egg Hunt for our church.  
Candy and other fillers for colored plastic eggs—like goldfish crackers—
are needed soon.  The church office will gratefully accept egg-sized candy 
or prizes for the hunt. Reasonably priced egg stuffers also available on the 
internet.  Monetary donations would be helpful and can be left at the 
church office. 
 

Nancy is hosting an all-day egg stuffing party at her house. What an  
awesome way to give back at Easter time! Please consider helping, even 
for an hour. Many hands make light work. Contact Nancy at 604-0646 if 
you can help or you have any questions. 

Join us for our annual 

 Easter Egg Hunt, 

Saturday, March 31st, 10:30 A.M. 

at 8000 Bannock Highway.  

Kids of all ages are invited. 

Candy, prizes, and fun galore! 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

