
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   

THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

DECEMBER 2017  

This year at Pocatello First United Methodist Church we have many 
ways to help you to celebrate the Advent and the Christmas season.  
Our hope is that you will participate in all that you are able.   

 
Dec 3rd— First Sunday of Advent/Global Migration Sunday   
     9:45am- Sunday School  
   11:00am- We join together for one service. 
   About 12:15pm– All Church Potluck 
   Immediately following Potluck– Hanging of the Greens 
 

Dec 10th— Second Sunday of Advent 
     8:30am– Rejoice Service in the Chapel 
     9:45am– Sunday School 
   11:00am– Traditional Service in the Sanctuary  
 

Dec 17th— Third Sunday of Advent 
     8:30am– Rejoice Service in the Chapel 
     9:45am– Sunday School 
   11:00am– Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 
 

Dec 24
th

 — Fourth Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve  
     8:30am– Rejoice Service in the Chapel 
     9:45am– Sunday School 
   11:00am– Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 
   7:00 pm and 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship Services      
                 in our Sanctuary 
 

Dec 31st - New Year’s Eve Worship Service  
   Sunday School TBD 
  11:00am– Youth-Led Christmas Program in the Sanctuary 
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IT STARTS WITH A GIFT! 
Help transform the lives of 19 children whose parents are in prison. The 
Angel Tree will be up in the later part of November.  Pick a name from the 
tree and have the pleasure of sharing a Christmas gift with a child in need. 
You can help restore prisoners’ relationships with their children! 

23rdAnnual Blanket Drive Is Winding Down 
There are about two weeks remaining in the Blanket Drive.  It ends December 17th. 
 
Please bring your new or clean, good quality used blankets to the church where they will be given 
to The Salvation Army, St. Vincent DePaul Mission, Aid for Friends, and SEICAA.   
 
A $10.00 donation buys a new, wool blanket that is distributed through Church World Service 
throughout the world.  



 

 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          DECEMBER 2017 

Carol Ryan Edgekoski-continued healing  
Bambolo Family - finding and transitioning to a new     
                                job 
DelDebbio Family - comfort in loss of son, Andrew 
Esther Benson - pinched nerve & continuing pain 
Bill & Kym Branson - health concerns & rehab for  
                                      Bill 
John Dingman - healing 
Helen Garnett - strength and healing 
Kathy Jacobsen – comfort for family & friends  
                               grieving her loss  

Margaret & Roshin Johnson & family - healing 
Charlotte Cresswell – healing; continued chemo- 
                                     therapy 
Pat Burkhart – recovery from stroke 
Karl Belzer – thyroid issues 
Mary, Bobby Mills’ cousin – 4th stage colon cancer 
Gary Bills – hospitalized; prayers for healing 
Karen Apel – healing from surgery 
Jesse Kiboko – recovery from vascular surgery 
Alex Jensen & friend – healing after a serious car  
                                        accident 

Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   
Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks 

 

 

To lessen our environmental footprint and save money, we have intentionally changed the format for our  
worship guides on Sunday morning. The Book of Discipline (2016, p. 107) states: “The whole earth is God’s 
creation and as such has inherent value. We are aware that the current utilization of energy resources threatens 
this creation at its very foundation. As members of The United Methodist Church we are committed to  
approaching creation, energy production, and especially creation’s resources in a responsible, careful and  
economic way. We call upon all to take measures to save energy. Everybody should adapt his or her lifestyle to 
the average consumption of energy that respects the limits of the planet earth.”  
 
Because of this change, space in the worship guides is limited. We  have abbreviated our Announcements. As a 
result of this change, the Tower is becoming the larger vehicle for carrying our information load.  It is  
important that Committee Chairs get information to the church office, so that information reaches our church 
family in a timely manner. The Circle of Prayer section in the worship guide will contain only the most recent 
prayer requests, and the Tower will contain a fuller list of Prayer Concerns. 
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The sheet for Altar Flowers for 2018 is available in the office.  Please sign up 

to sponsor Altar flowers throughout the year.  These are placed on our  

Altar to help make our worship service nice.  The cost is $25.00 and you may 

take them home after the 11:00 worship service.  Please specify on your 

check or offering envelope that it is for Altar Flowers.   

  

If you have flowers from your garden you would like to put on the Altar, 

please put your name on the date you will bring them and specify you will 

supply the arrangement.   

  

Thank you for helping remember and/or celebrate those we love. 

 

 

 

Christmas Cards to our Church Family 

Two years ago, we started a new way for you to say 

Merry Christmas to our church family with out spend-

ing a lot of money.  Outside the church office on the 

table there are mail drawers for each letter of the al-

phabet.  If you would like to give someone a card put 

it in the box with the first letter of their last name.  

And when you do check your box and see if someone 

has left you a card!  This will save a lot on postage.   

Pinochle 
Our Pinochle Group will meet on 
Saturday, December 9th at 7:00pm in 
the Fireside Room.  Please come join 
us for a game of Pinochle and lots of 
laughs and fun.  Bring a finger food 
or dessert to share.   

December Anniversaries  

and Birthdays 
Anniversaries in December 

Gordon and Sally Jones         Dec.  4 
Phil and Pat Burkhart                             17 
Holly and Oscar Bambolo                 22 
Robeta Turner and Doug Buurma          27 
Bill and Sue Akersten                         31                

Birthdays in December 
  Jeff Hill         Dec.  2 
  Heath Mann                  3 
  Robert Gilbert               4 
  Amanda Mildon            4 
  Chris Leishman            8 
  Kym Branson                9   
  Oliver Mildon        9        
  Makenna Cresswell    10 
  Lois Kelly                    10 
  Kathy Albano              11  
  Grace Kosmicki          17 
  Kaylyn Perryman        18 
  Frances Baker            19 
  Barbara Hanson         25 
  Jeaneane Huth           25 
  Ann Prusac                 25 
  Peter Moore                26 
  Oscar Bambolo           29 

Community Breakfast in December 
With Christmas Eve on Sunday this 
year, the Community Breakfast will be 
served.  There will also be two ser-
vices at 8:30 and 11:00am and Sunday 
School at 9:45am.   
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UMW Plan December Party  

Our United Methodist Women Circle will join  

together on Wednesday, December 6th at 

10:00am in the Fireside Room for their December 

meeting.  All women are invited to join for this  

special time.  We will sing Christmas Carols, have 

delicious treats to enjoy, and 

have a Christmas gift  

exchange.  We are asking 

everyone to bring their  

favorite Christmas treat to 

share with the group and a 

small (not more than a  

dollar or two) gift for a fun gift exchange game we 

play.   Bring a friend and come share in the  

Christmas spirt with us. Bring a friend.  We would 

love to meet her!  

Suite 212 Concert 

 
The Suite 212 Flute Choir  

will perform a very special 

Christmas concert on Tuesday, 

December 12th at 7:00pm in our 

Sanctuary.    

 

Everyone is invited to come and 

hear the beautiful music of this 

magnificent group.   

**2017 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM** 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
December 31st @ 11:00AM 

in our Sanctuary 
 

We have started a new tradition this year. As they did in 
October, our children will lead a unified worship service 
on the last and fifth Sunday in December. 
 

Because the season of giving does not end on Christmas 
Day, our children will help us to prepare our hearts for 
the season of Epiphany, as they perform a Christmas 
Program at one service on December 31st! 

Epiphany First Saturday Service & Celebration 

The Church has long celebrated Epiphany on January 
6th as the magi's visit to the Christ child. Come and join 
us for our Epiphany Celebration Saturday, January 6th 
at 5 p.m. We'll worship together, continuing to celebrate 
the First Saturday worship tradition, eat dinner, and play 
games. Those attending are asked to bring sides that  
accompany taco soup: cheese, sour cream, salsa, tortilla 
chips, (and the like) and desserts. It's bound to be an  
enlightening time of  fellowship and fun!  
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Hanging of the Greens on December 3rd! 
Immediately following our fellowship dinner on Sunday, December 3rd, we will hang the greens for Advent 
and the coming Christmas season. This is always a fun time to get into the spirit of the holy days (did you 
know that this is where we get the term holiday?) We'll set up and decorate Christmas trees, hang garland, place 
poinsettias and help ring in the season together after the fellowship dinner.  

All Church Potluck on December 3rd! 

Everyone is invited to our All Church Potluck next Sunday, December 3rd -right after 

our 11:00 worship service.  The Fellowship Committee will supply ham and drinks.  

Anyone who is able is asked to please bring a side dish and/or dessert to share.  Come 

and enjoy in this time of Christian fellowship with your church family. 

Support Aid For Friends -11th Annual Encampment 
On Saturday night, December 2nd, dozens will intentionally sleep in cardboard 
boxes. They aren't homeless, they're helping to raise awareness of homelessness 
within Pocatello. Aid For Friends is a safe shelter providing housing for  
homeless individuals and families. They are always in need of assistance and 
help. The annual encampment is a major source for their fundraising.  
 
As the representative for the Portneuf Valley Interfaith Fellowship, Michael 
Scarlett serves on the Aid For Friends (AFF) board. AFF is truly doing some 
amazing work in our community. That work is hard, taxing, and it isn't cheap. I 
want to challenge you to help financially support Aid For Friends through this 
Encampment. You can give a direct donation through our church office. You'll 
receive a charitable contribution receipt with your gift.  
 
But there are many other ways you can help support AFF. They are always in 
need of cleaning supplies, paper products, hygiene items, new socks and under-
wear. A new effort is being made to have faith groups provide a meal for the 
roughly 55 residents they have. Wouldn't it be great to have a group from our 
church provide a meal for those who are at the shelter? The Acorn Fund is 
overseeing these meals. For more information call 208 557 4237.  

tel:(208)%20557-4237


 

 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          DECEMBER  2017 

The Gift of Poinsettias 
Each year, people in the Pocatello First United Methodist Church give poinsettias in memory or in 
honor of a loved one. Each of these poinsettias, then, represents a life that shines or once shone 
brightly. The brightness of these poinsettias reminds us of the brightness of our loved ones with God, 
or the brightness our loved ones bring to our lives. We give God thanks for the brightness our loved 

ones share with us.  If you gave a silk poinsettia and your name is not listed please call the 
church office so we can update our list.   

Silk Poinsettias 

(The silk poinsettias will be stored and will grace our church year after year) 

In memory of our parents 

given by Kathy and John Albano 

 

In memory of Our Parents and Loved Ones 

given by Don and Ruth Ashcroft 
 

In memory of Marie, John, James,  
 and Jill Christofferson 

 

In memory of Charles Reagan 

given by Mary Sue Reagan  
and Charlene and Bill Corbett 

 

In memory of Connie and James Garrett 
 

In memory of Rex and Bev Eaton & Jack Hancock 

given by Penny and Paul Hancock 

 

In memory of Al and Evelyn Pederson 

given by Mike, Marky Essinger,  
Stephen and  Debbie Wheeler and Family 
and Kristen Guyon 

 

In memory of Our Grandparents 

given by Dana and Norm Hoyle 

 

In memory of Craig Storrier 

given by Dana and Norm Hoyle 

and Randi Storrier 

 

In memory of James King 

given by Normagene King 

 

 
In memory of Bill and Betty Lake   
 

In memory of Voni and Gary L. Lewis 

 

In memory of Francis E. Magee 

given by Jane Magee and family 

 

In memory of Rev. and Mrs. James L. Blankenship 
 given by Jane Magee 

 

In memory of Bill and Dorothy Boyes 

given by Kathy and John Albano 

 

In memory of Parents and Grandparents 

given by Iris Mayer 

 

In memory of Glenna and Gerald Olson 

 

 

In memory of ArCealous Wike 

given Deva Wike 

 

In honor of family 

given by Odetta Enfield 

 

In honor of Margaret and Lee Hamilton 

given by Marion Gebhart 
 

In memory of Neil “Scotty” Vaughn 

given by Lori Vaughn and Family 

 

In memory of Mary Sanders 

given by Lori Vaughn and Family 

 

In memory of Jose Leite 

given by Lori Vaughn and Family 
 

In memory of Ernest V. Lish 

given by Ruth Lish 
 

In Memory of Rev. Lee Baker 
 given by Frances and Kristine Baker 
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During this season of giving thanks, we have much to be thankful 
for. Our family is especially grateful to all of our church family, 
those who make our church a family, those who volunteer and our 
faithful donors. You keep the doors of the church open and make 
sure things go as planned. Your reward is often a simple smile or 
the words thank you, sometimes it's far less. Today, we celebrate 
you, each of you who give of your time, talent and varied gifts to 
make our church one that welcomes and loves people well. We 
love you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Love, The Scarlett's.   

Local Refugee Support 
BRIDGES, a local support group for refugees working with 
the refugee resettlement center in Twin Falls, is collecting 
coats and warm clothing in children's and adult sizes for 
newly arriving refugees. Most of them are from Africa 
where the climate is much warmer, so a cold Idaho winter 
calls for warm clothes, blankets, etc. Also needed are shoes, 
boots, work clothes, new underwear, and new and gently 
used kitchen and dining items.  For more donations or more 
information, contact Donna Boe at 208-233-5651 
or donnaboe@cableone.net. 

 

Special Thank You’s 
Thanks to the anonymous contribution of a rolling shelf unit, we were 

able to create a better system for storing the food that we distribute in 

food bags. The Frosts donated time and energy to transform another 

unit into useable shelving for food. These donations make it easier for 

the Missions Committee, and Ann Prusac, in particular, to create food 

bags as they are needed. Thanks again for all of the little contributions 

that help keep our church going, like anonymous donations of foods, 

toiletry items, and cleaning supplies!  Your kindness does not go  

unnoticed! Thank you for your generosity! 

tel:(208)%20233-5651
mailto:donnaboe@cableone.net
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Greetings from the Wesley House! 
 
ISU students have been back on campus for just over 2 months. Time surely does seem to 
fly and boy are we having fun!  The Wesley House is full of students on Tuesday evenings 
who come to eat at our table.  We are getting to know more and more students, serving 
dinner to 15-25 each week.  We have a great time of fellowship and the food has been 
wonderful. The students are quick to thank those who provide the meals and they are  
genuinely thankful for the few hours of food and fellowship.  I am thankful too. It takes 
many people to get these meals together and ready for such a big group. This week one of 
the students wanted to thank the house by cooking the meal! It was delicious.  If you went 
away to college, you remember the meaning of a home cooked meal. We have many of 
the Tuesday meals already scheduled however, there are still some slots available which 
gives you the opportunity to partner with The Wesley House in ministry.  If you would like 
to provide a meal or pay for a meal that someone else will prepare or purchase, please 
contact me at 682-564-4560 or at amyj.scarlett@gmail.com.   
 
Another way that you can support the ministry of the Wesley House is by purchasing a 
Christmas wreath from one of our students. The students and I will be handcrafting fresh 
wreaths to be delivered between Dec. 4-8. They will be beautiful and the cost is $30. We 
hope to sell 50 wreaths this season. ISU will match every 3 dollars we raise with 1 of their 
own! 
 
We have several activities coming up and I look forward to  
reporting on them next month. I will be sure to take some  
pictures and include them.   
Sincerely,  
Amy Scarlett, 
The Wesley House Director  

The Wesley House  
@ Idaho State University 

mailto:amyj.scarlett@gmail.com


 

 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          DECEMBER  2017 

There was no Church Council Meeting on 11/15/17. 

Christmas Carol Sing-Along 
The congregation of the First Presbyterian Church, 202 S. 

7th Ave., would like to have you join them in the sanctu-

ary of the church on Friday evening, December 15th, at 

6:30 p.m. for a sing-along of Christmas carol favorites,  

followed by a social time with doughnuts, hot chocolate, 

and warm cider. 

Please join us for a joyous noise unto the Lord as we begin to 

look forward to the celebration of  the birth of Jesus Christ. 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference       
   Room 
CH– Chapel 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

1 

  4:00-Girl Scouts-    
  

 
 
 
 
 

2 

5:00-First Satur 
   day- CH 

 
 
 
 
 

3 Global  

       Migration   
       Sunday 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour-   
   Oelwein Rm 
11:00–Worship– Sanct. 
12:15-All Church  
     Potluck-  Gym 
After Potluck– Hanging  
     of the Greens 

4 

Office Closed 
5:30-SPRC– CR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

9:00-3:00-    
   Stitchers-FR 
6:30-Missions-CR 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6 

  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00-UMW-FR 
7:00-Worship-CR      
 
 

 
 

 
 

7 

6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 4:00-Trustees– CR 
 6:00-Rejoice-CH 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

 
 

 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
7:00-Pinochle– FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

  
 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour-  
   Oelwein Rm 
11:00–Worship– Sanct. 

 

11 

Office Closed 
5:30-Wesley    
   Found– CR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
7:00-Suite 212 
   Concert– Sanct. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
7:00-Finance- CR      

 
 
 
 

14  

6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-Rejoice-CH 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

 
 

 

15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 

  
 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour-   
    Oelwein Rm 
11:00–Worship– Sanct. 

 

18 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
7:00-Church 
     Council- CR 

 
 
 

21 
 
 
6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-Rejoice-CH 

 
 
 
 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

 

 24 
 
 
7:30—10:00 Commun-    
    ity Breakfast-Gym 
8:30-Rejoice-Chapel 
9:45-Sunday School 
11:00–Worship– Sanct. 
 7:00-Christmas  
    Eve Service– Sanct 
11:00-Christmas 
    Eve Service– Sanct 

25 
 
 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 

 
 
 
 

27 
7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
 

28 

6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-Rejoice-CH. 

 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 31 
 
Sunday School TBD 
11:00–Youth Lead  
Christmas Program 
Worship– Sanct. 

      

  Aid for Friends 
  Overnight 
  Encampment 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group meets 

at ButterBurr’s  every Thursday 

morning at 6:30 am for meditations 

and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877)  

for more information   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

Reminders: 
One Service– December 3rd 11:00am 

On the first Sunday of each month we meet together for one  
service in the Sanctuary.  This service will be held at 11:00am.   
Sunday school will be held at 9:45 as usual.  The Fellowship 
Committee will provide the meat for an All Church Potluck 
after worship.  In preparation for Advent and the Christmas 
season, plan to stay after the potluck to help with the Hanging 
of the Greens throughout our church. 

 
Food Items for Food Bags and Bags of Hope 

Little items are always needed for Food Bags or Bags of Hope.  
Current needs include fruit in pop-top cans, spaghetti, and 
large recyclable cloth bags used to distribute food.  If you do-
nate food, know that we are not allowed to accept or distribute 
outdated food! 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

