
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   

THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

SEPTEMBER 2017  

On Sunday, September 10th, we'll be returning to 

our regular schedule of two morning worship ser-

vices with Sunday School in between. In addition to 

our two regular adult Sunday School classes, Pastor 

Michael will be leading a Sunday School class in the 

chapel at 9:45 am.  

 

Sunday School is a wonderful built-in opportunity 

for us to grow in following Jesus. Sunday School 

is the place where fellowship and deeper connection 

with our fellow church members happens. As we lis-

ten to each other, discuss, and flesh out the meaning 

of Scripture and how it applies to our life, we grow in 

grace; we grow in love for each other; we grow in 

love for the Lord.   

As we transition to our regular schedule, the chancel choir will resume and 
the Rejoice group will lead in the early service. Singing in either group is a 
beautiful way to serve the Lord and his church. You have a couple of weeks 
to pray and think about sharing your singing gift with the church. Both 
groups will resume rehearsals on Thursday evening, September 7th. You can 
speak with Judy Del Debbio for the early service and Taylor Schultz for the 
late service. Contact information can be obtained through the church office.   

Welcome Back All Ladies! 
Our United Methodist Women's Circle will meet for our first 
meeting after our summer break.  All ladies are invited to join 
us on Wednesday, September 27th at 10:00am in the Fireside 
Room.  Come join us for terrific food, a great program and 
Christian fellowship.  We hope to see you there and bring a 
friend. The more the merrier! 
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From Our Pastor 

Can you believe it? Autumn is right around the corner! School has started back and the  
Sunday following Labor Day weekend brings us back to our regular Sunday schedule with 
Sunday School and two worship services. With this new schedule we’ll be starting a new  
sermon series entitled, “Move.”  We’ll be looking at the three “moves,” or steps, we take as 
Christ followers.  
 

Along with this new series we’ll be making a change. Change!? AAaaahhhh! I can hear it 
now. “I don’t like change!” There’s a version of the old lightbulb joke I particularly like: 
“How many United Methodists does it take to change a lightbulb?” Answer: “Change?  
What is this word ‘change’? I’m not sure what it means.”  
 

As a way for us to be intentional about lowering our environmental footprint, as well as saving money, we will be 
changing our worship guide format. Back in July we did a “test run” of the new format of the worship guide and 
we received some really great feedback. The trifold guide opens up so that the order of worship is clearly visible 
and easy to follow. It simplifies the worship guide. It also reduces paper usage. Saving money and reducing our 
environmental footprint is excellent.  
 
Because of this change, there is less space for announcements. The Tower has been a primary channel for church 
communication, and we are going to leverage that with our new format. This means that those who have infor-
mation to be added to The Tower need to pass that info to Sharolyn ASAP. In addition to mailing a paper copy 
and emailing the digital copy, we will have extra copies of the Tower available on the table in the hall outside of 
the offices, as well as in the Narthex. Change is inevitable; change can be a good thing. The advantages of this 
change will further us in our stewardship of your financial support and God’s creation.  
 

Grace and peace, 
Michael+ 

Fall is just around the corner and I am excited. We will be getting together to 

do a Fall/Christmas craft on Saturday, September 30th, from 10am to 2pm. 

This craft will give you a cute outdoor decoration that you can use for Fall 

and Christmas. Check out the pictures; this is a double-sided project. The 

cost is $30 and you will need to prepay so that all materials can be purchased 

and prepped. Please contact Amy Scarlett to sign up.  

The carnival is coming in September.  Money raised will contribute to chil-

dren’s programs.  Please check out our needs/wants board set up next to the 

Sanctuary entrance.  We need games, prizes and volunteers to help out!  We 

will hold the Carnival on Saturday, September 16th, from 11-3 in the church 

parking lot.  We will have "work fun" Saturdays on September 2nd and 9th to 

finish making games and organize the prizes.  Work fun will start at 10:00 am.   
 

We especially need about 20 volunteers to work 2 or 4 hour time slots at our 

games. We would like to be able to give free tickets to families staying at the 

Aid for Friends shelter, so donations are needed. 
 

You can also donate for games that cost between $5 - $50. If you wish to con-

tribute to funds that will help to generate the games, indicate “Carnival” on the 

memo line of your check or donation of money.  For more information contact 

Stacey Jensen. 

Date Change for Carnival—Now September 16th! 
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Long-time church member, Gerald Ward, passed away this past weekend. His memorial ser-
vice will be in the Sanctuary on Friday, September 1, 2017, at 4 pm.   

A Christian Experience 
The Pocatello Art Center will be hosting the art of Barbara Orr, a Pocatello resident. She 
has painted works based upon scripture and the life of Jesus.  Her son, Rev. Ty Orr 
(from Salmon, ID), will be speaking twice on the "Uniqueness of the Christian Experi-
ence" (5:30 pm and 7 pm) at the Art Center during the First Friday Art Walk from 5 pm 
to 8 pm on September 1st. The art exhibit will be at the Art Center for the entire month 
of September.   

 
One of the most beautiful aspects of the Wesleyan tradition is the connection: local, regional, national, 
global. Modern technology has made that connection to be stronger and greater. Have you harnessed the 
power of connection online? Just about all of the departments and agencies of the United Methodist Church 
have a way for you to connect with them. Whether it's United Methodist Women, General Board of Church 
and Society, General Commission on Status and Role of Women, United Methodist Committee on Relief, or 
Discipleship Ministries, you can connect with these groups online--even through Facebook! 
 
You can connect with our Annual Conference (www.umoi.org), our Sage District, on Facebook. We're all part 
of and share together as the family of God in Jesus. Can I get an Amen!  

Bambolo family-finding & transitioning to new job 

DelDebbio family-comfort in loss of son, Andrew 

Esther Benson-pinched nerve 

Bill & Kym Branson-health & Bill’s rehab 

John Dingman– healing 

Helen Garnett-strength and healing 

Kathy Jacobsen-healing from stroke 

Teachers & students-may you have a year that meets  

    with aspirations of your 1st week! 

Margaret Johnson-healing 

Tom & Maddie McCurdy-health issues 

Adair Moore-health concern 

Clayton Ooley-health concern 

Charlotte Cresswell-healing from surgery to remove a  

    cancerous tumor; prayers for Don & family 

Gerald Ward-passed away this week; prayers for  

    family & friends 

Wesley House-students, volunteers & mission 

Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   
Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks: 

Gerald Ward 

http://pocatelloumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=494038de8bdd67db2ad5c5e65&id=1a41fb5fa4&e=d2257b4e73
http://www.umoi.org/
http://pocatelloumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=494038de8bdd67db2ad5c5e65&id=44c4b89940&e=d2257b4e73
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The Wesley House: Our Campus Ministry 
A new school year has started, and the Wesley House, your campus ministry at Idaho 
State University, is setting up for the new year. As many of you know, the Board is 
searching for a new campus coordinator, and we still welcome your suggestions and 
nominations. For now, Amy Scarlett and I (Kay Flowers) are working together to  
provide the Tuesday meal and programming for the first few months.  

Wesley House’s main ministry is a meal served on Tuesday night for 15-25 students. We eat with the students, 
listening, learning about their concerns, and encouraging them in their studies and dreams. Last year I gave a stu-
dent a faculty contact, and last night I found out he made the contact and is now on his way to a very useful ma-
jor. You never know what can happen. 
 

This fall we are trying three more activities.  One is free tutoring on Wednesday evenings. Any student, but 
especially freshmen, can get pulled under when college is more than expected. I can tutor most introductory sub-
jects as well as provide study skills help. I worked in the Student Success Center and can refer students to those 
tutors if they exceed my abilities. Within the next month, we hope to start a Bible study. The trick is finding a 
time that will work for everyone, or at least for a good group. Our third activity is a trip to the grocery store. 
We are not sure how much this service is needed, but students without a car need a free ride for shopping. We 
will start once a week with my car and see who needs the help.  
 

And speaking of help, we need your help for this ministry. Feel free to talk to me if you have an idea. We also 
need ideas. There are many ways in which you can help but three ways you can tangibly help us:  
 

1. Prayer:  The first and most important thing we need is your prayer. Wesley House is positioned to affect 
young lives at a time when they are very vulnerable. We want to provide support and programming for all stu-
dents who come to us, and we are open to all students. We have students majoring in communications, dental 
hygiene, business, geology,…the list goes on. These students are all at different points in their lives, and they dif-
fer in their needs. We need prayers to be flexible, sensitive, open with our own faith, and persevering. We, espe-
cially the Board, need wisdom in dealing with the house and with money. We need guidance in deciding what 
programming to offer. We need prayer to provide the ministry needed at ISU. 
 

2. Support:  Second, we need your support. This support is usually in the form of donations, but donations can 
take many forms. For example, we have a regular need for paper products just to run an open house for stu-
dents. We need paper towels, toilet paper, paper plates, napkins, paper or plastic cups, and cleaners.  We also 
need all the things you normally need in a kitchen: foil, plastic trash bags, coffee, tea, liquid dish soap, sponges, 
and scrubbers. We need leftover dishes (with lids). Do you have leftover paper plates from a party? If you have 
some extras lying around, we could use them. Maybe you shop at Costco and have extra paper towels.  
 

We also need volunteers to help us with the weekly meal. We serve a meal on Tuesdays from 5:30- 7:30 and call 
it Terrific Tuesdays. This is our main ministry because all students need to eat, and the meal introduces them to 
the House and to each other. If you, your family, your Sunday School class, or any other group you are part of 
can help, please let me or Amy Scarlett know. The menu usually consists of a main dish, a salad, a vegetable, 
bread, drinks, and dessert. We shoot for serving 25 each week, a goal for now. 
 

If you are good with carpentry or fixing things, we are always looking for folks to do handyman jobs. The house 
is 100 years old and is showing its age. We have had the house inspected and are starting a list of repairs we can 
undertake on our own. We also need referrals for local contractors and professionals in the repair and building 
industries. 
 

We are hoping to set up another table in the house for the dinner and for studying, so we are looking for used 
dining room chairs. If you see something in a thrift store, or you have some yourself, let us know. 
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The Wesley House: Our Campus Ministry (continued) 
 
3. Financial Partnering: Finally, yes, we do need money. The house expenses and the salary for the coordinator 
cost around $1200 monthly with no allowance for repairs. We receive rent from our basement apartment and a 
small allowance from the Conference that go toward this amount. We also have some regular donors we appreci-
ate greatly. If you could donate, even a small amount, regularly, you would help with the stability of our ministry. 
You also could “adopt” a repair or a meal as a one-time donation. Finally, please support any fundraisers you see 
announced as we hope to have a few of these over the course of the year. 
 
Thank you for reading this and supporting your Wesley House. If you have ideas, questions, concerns, or dona-
tions, Kay Flowers and Amy Scarlett are on the Board, and Phil Burkhart is chief volunteer. 

Church Council Minutes—July 19th, 2017 
 

Attendance: Roger Boe, Lynda Montgomery, Larry Morton, Roger Hanson, Stacey Jensen, Donna Boe, & Michael 
Scarlett 
 

Opening: Michael opened with a Lectio Divina from Psalm 1, then opened with prayer. 
 

Finance: Lynda presented the operating budget: 54% of year is past; income is at 49%.   Voted at last meeting to pay 
½ apportionments for the month.  Discussion ensued regarding various accounts. 
 

Business at Hand: 
-Donna brought up some Sunday School curriculum that might be used from one of the Sunday School classes and 
could possibly be utilized church wide. 
-She also suggested that the church might do something special to have the students celebrate back to school on Sept. 
10th. 
-Coming  Up: World Communion Sunday (Oct 1) and Bread for the World Sunday (Oct 15), which concentrates on 
getting the government to fund ending hunger in God’s World.   
 

Missions: Roger Boe talked about UMC being asked to be a base as a blood draw setting.   Missions would rather not 
be in charge.  Trustees has approved the use of the building.  They want a Tuesday or a Friday, and Sharolyn will put 
blurb in the bulletin asking for someone else to be in charge.  Roger definitely doesn’t want this to fall under the aus-
pice of Missions. 
 

Roger also noted that Jane is no longer willing to be in charge of the Salvation Army lunch and we need to ask 
Sharolyn to place a blurb asking for a new person to be in charge, as this is not officially a program under the auspice 
of Missions. 
 

Pastor: Michael passed out 2 flyers regarding Vital Congregation and these were discussed.   He also passed out a 
flyer regarding the structure and duties of the Church Council. These were discussed as well.  Finally the mission: To 
make Christ-like disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Discussion about how this mission gets 
integrated into the ministry domains of our church.  Some discussion about how to go out of the church for mission.  
Michael asked us to prayerfully look over the information and really look at the structure and responsibilities of the 
Church Council and really think about how we can put that into play. 
 

There was discussion about adding a 3rd more contemporary service starting with 1 Sunday a month.  Church Coun-
cil’s response was positive. 
 

At this point (9:19) Stacey’s computer battery died, so she made a motion to adjourn! 
Michael closed in prayer.  
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Sept  2 Ronald & Catherine Wilson 

       13 Henry & Ardith Moran 

       16 Roger & Donna Boe 

       27 Robert & Doris Autenrieth 

Donate Healthy Snacks for Sunday School 
 

 

 

 

 
 In years past, Sunday School teachers have spent money 
out of their own pocket to provide snacks for kids in their 
classes. This year, the Christian Education Committee is 
asking for generous donations of healthy snacks for our 
kids during Sunday School / Nursery. If interested in  
helping with snacks throughout the school year, please 
bring donations to the church office.  

Volunteers Needed: 

 

We plan to have a Blood Drive on Tuesday, November 

21st from 2-6PM in the Gym at our church.  It will be 

coordinated through the church office but we need 

someone who is willing to be in charge of the event. If 

interested, please contact the church office. 

 

After years of noteworthy service, Jane Davis needs to 

step back from the role of organizing Salvation Army 

Luncheons. Our church serves a hot meal to those in 

need at the Salvation Army four times per year (every 3 

months).  We thank Jane for her dedication and service 

to those in need of a good meal.  We need a new coordi-

nator. Jane is willing to help someone transition into this 

role.  If interested, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September   3 Judy DelDebbio 

                    5 Colby Belzer 

                    6 Will Kosmicki 

                    8 Sharon Reynolds 

                  10 Max Albertson 

                  11 Sophie Bambolo 

                  20 Doug Briggs 

                  22 Sue Akersten 

                  27 Marylene Davis 

                  28 Maggie Mann 

                  30 Carol Bambolo  

Do you enjoy worshiping God through music? Would you like to get to know some of your 
church family members a little better?   We are beginning a monthly night of worship that is 
geared toward a modern expression of worship. We're still developing what First Saturdays 
will look like. This worship gathering is intended to be a connecting point for ISU students, 
as well as folks in our congregation who desire a more modern feel of worship.  
 

"First Saturday" is a small group worship event that will include singing contemporary music, 
taking communion, contemplative prayer and a short devotional that will focus on how we 
can live out our love for God and others. We will meet on the first Saturday of each month 
and our first gathering will be on October 7 at 5pm. All ages are welcome. If you would like 
to come and prefer to have childcare, please talk with Pastor Michael or Amy Scarlett.  
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Church 
200 N. 15th Ave. 

PO Box 4015 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
  9:15-noon 

          1:00-4:00 
 
FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference Room 
CH– Chapel 
Sanct.-Sanctuary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 
4:00-Gerald Ward  
    Memorial Ser 
    vice-Sanct. 
About 5:00- 
    Reception Din 
    ner-Gym & FR 

 
 

 

  2 

10:00am-Carnival  
    Preparation-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 

9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
Office Closed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

7:00am-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
6:00-Worship-CR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
6:30am-Women’s  
   Fellowship @ 
   ButterBurr’s 
6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
6:30-Rejoice-Chapel 
7:30–Chancel Choir 
   Practice– Choir Rm  

 
 

8 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
10:00am-Carnival  
    Preparation-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
Regular Services  
    Begin 
8:30-Rejoice Service-CH 
9:45– Sunday School 
9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 
. 

 
 
 

11 
Office Closed 
5:30-Wesley  
  Foundation –FR 
5:30-SPRC-CR 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
7:00am-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
9:00am-3:00pm-  
   Wool Club- FR 
7:00-Finance-CR   

 
 
 
 
 

 14 
6:30am-Women’s  
   Fellowship @ 
   ButterBurr’s 
6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
6:30-Rejoice-Chapel 
7:30–Chancel Choir 
   Practice– Choir Rm  
  

 

 

15 
4:00-5:30pm-Girl 
Scouts-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

11:00am-Carnival- 
    Parking Lot, Gym  
    & FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 

8:30-Rejoice Service-CH 
9:45– Sunday School 
9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 

18 

Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 19 
9:00am-3:00pm-  
   Stitchers- FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 20 
7:00am-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
7:00pm-Church  
    Council- CR  
 

 
 
 
 
 

21  
6:30am-Women’s  
   Fellowship @ 
   ButterBurr’s 
6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
6:30-Rejoice-Chapel 
7:30–Chancel Choir 
   Practice– Choir Rm  

 

22 

7:00pm-Screening    
    of  Wesley  
    Movie- CH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

7:00pm-Pinochle- FR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
7:30-10:00  
  Community Breakfast 
8:30-Rejoice Service-CH 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 
 

25 
Office Closed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

 27 
10:00am-UMW  
    Circle—FR 
7:00am-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 

28 
6:30am-Women’s  
   Fellowship @ 
   ButterBurr’s 
6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
6:30-Rejoice-Chapel 
7:30–Chancel Choir 
   Practice– Choir Rm  

 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
10:00am-2:00pm-     
    Fall/Christmas  
    Craft-FR 
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United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group meets 

at ButterBurr’s  every Thursday 

morning at 6:30 for meditations and 

fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877)  

for more information   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

"A Christian Experience" Art Exhibit - Month of September 
 

Carnival Planning Party—Saturdays, September 2 and 9,  
10am-2pm 

 

Carnival (supporting our children's ministry) -  
Saturday, September 16, 11-3pm 

 

Screening of film, Wesley - Friday, September 22, 7pm 
 

First Saturday—Saturday, October 7th, 5pm 
 

Local Church Disaster Response Training -  
October 14, time TBD 

 

Charge Conference - Sunday,  
October 22 , time TBD, after worship services 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

