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What is Worship? 
By: Kay Flowers, Worship Committee Chair 

 

On Easter Sunday we welcomed the joy of Christ’s resurrection with Easter lilies, scripture, and song, accompa-
nied by instruments. We spent the six weeks of Lent without instruments, other than our voices. There were no 
banners hanging in the Sanctuary.  The Sanctuary cross was dark with the light turned off. Our worship during the 
Lenten season was very different. We made these short-term changes to our worship environment because Lent is 
a time of reflection, and we removed some of the aesthetics of our worship service to assist members in remem-
bering the solemnity of the season.  
 
Ah, but not everyone was happy. “This is not Methodist,” said one. “I’m not coming back until we have instru-
ments,” said another. The Worship Committee, of which I am chair, is not unfamiliar with such comments. “We 
have Communion too often,” “We have Communion too rarely,” “We sing the wrong songs,” etc.  
 
So the question arises, “What is worship?” One committee cannot come up with worship services that fit all 
tastes, and it shouldn’t. Worship is personal. The service prepared by the minister and the musicians is a setting 
where true worship can occur. However, true worship depends on what you bring to the experience. Worship will 
always vary, whether it is the music, the message, the use of video or drama, the readers or speakers. It is not al-
ways the same, and it shouldn’t be. Everyone should have an opportunity to experience worship as they prefer it. 
That means that we vary our presentations, our music, and our order of worship. Worship is personal, but it is 
also communal--corporate.  
 
The comments on music from Lent were concerning because they implied that some of our congregation misun-
derstand worship as being for them, or what is worse--worship is for their entertainment. That also seems to im-
ply that for some reason they cannot worship unless it is exactly the way they want it. What does this mean? For 
those who were put off by a capella singing, I would remind you that the settlers in our area did not have pianos 
right away. The disciples in the upper room sang a hymn before going to Gethsemane and had no accompani-
ment. There is a place for instruments, the grandeur of the organ, the light rhythm of the guitar. But there is also a 
place for a capella singing, where the message is greater for the lack of instrumentation.  
 
The Worship Committee continues to work with Pastor Michael in preparing worship for our congregation and 
any visitors that might be present. We look at a range of music, including the “oldies.” We also look at ways to 
present the scripture and how to include lay people. And for the record, the services that touch my heart the most 
are those where the congregation is singing so loudly that I cannot hear myself sing. I think heaven must be like 
that.  
 
Our weekly corporate worship is first and foremost for God, not us. We come to give our offering of thanks and 
praise to an audience of One. God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the One to whom and for whom our worship 
is aimed and directed. We come together as God’s people in Jesus Christ to hear God’s story of love expressed 
through music, Holy Scripture, the sermon, the sacraments. We are invited each week to link our stories to God’s 
story. We come to worship to give thanks to God, and to lay our concerns and needs at Jesus’ feet. Worship is 
primarily for God and we benefit from it by being transformed in the image of Christ for God’s glory. But there’s 
a catch to the benefit we receive: what we put into worship is what we get back. The old phrase “garbage in,  
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From the Wesley House: 
 

Your campus ministry continues to feed students and support them in their university journey. 
We are very thankful for everyone who has helped with the meals, particularly the Fireside 
Class, Phil and Pat Burkhart, and the Scarlett family. 
 

The Wesley Foundation Board is again looking for a campus coordinator to direct our efforts 
on a regular basis and, we hope, to expand our program. The board is currently reviewing the 
job description and will post it in May. If you, or someone you know, is interested in providing 
a spiritually supportive environment for college students through study and group activities, 
please have them contact Kay Flowers at flowkay@isu.edu. Those interested can also leave 
messages at the church. We will provide a copy of the job description and application instruc-
tions as soon as they are available. 
 

Thank you for your support of our campus ministry. 

 

The Mission-Shaped Church Workshop 
Saturday, May 20th, 9AM—2PM 

garbage out” applies to what we get from our worship of God. If we come to church with the wrong attitude or 
think that worship is for us, we are likely to miss out on the blessings God has in store for us through our com-
munal worship.  
 
Isaiah 58 contains a very interesting view of what we might call right worship. When our motivation, intent, and 
heart is set rightly, worship becomes a dynamic experience of worshiping the Lord in spirit and truth. May we 
have a larger view of worship that empowers us to rejoice and give thanks to the Father in Jesus Christ through 
the presence of the Holy Spirit: “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 
you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” (Revelation 4:11 NRSV) 

What is a missional church? What does it look like? How is it different from a nor-
mal church? What can we do to become a missional church? These questions and 
more will be explored at “The Mission-Shaped Church Workshop”.  Lunch will be 
provided. Pastor Michael is encouraging all who are able to attend.  If you have 
questions or would like to register for this event, please contact Pastor Michael.  
Thank you.  

Working it for God!! 
 

Join other women at First United Methodist Church for a weight loss challenge. Cost is 
$10.00 to put into a pot for the winner. The winner will be decided by the largest per-
centage of weight loss. What this challenge will offer: support, working out with friends, 
and shedding pounds for your health and summer. 
 

How the challenge will work is as follows. We will meet to do the first weigh-in and col-
lect money on Monday April 24th (or later) at 5:30 in the Fireside Room. After the 
weigh-in, those who want to stay can and we will begin the workout. The workout will 
be a video of varying types of cardio. We will meet Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednes-
days to do a workout video. Come if you can and want to (no judgment). You can 
choose to weigh in every Monday if you want when you are there or you can weigh at 
the end of the challenge. The challenge will end June 19th—that's 9 weeks to make it 
count. The person who has the largest percent of loss will get the pot of $$$$. Those 
interested are invited to contact Rachel Dingman (Please contact the church office to 
get Rachel's cell phone. You can text or call her.). 
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Attention:   
All Women! 

 
 

Our next meeting of the United Methodist Women 
will be Wednesday, May 24th, at 10:00am in the Fire-
side Room.  We take a break over the summer so this 
will be our last meeting until September.   
      

We would like to thank Shirley Beebe and Nola Price 
for the delicious refreshment at our last meet-
ing.  Also, a big thank you to Nan McCurdy and Mi-
guel Mairena, United Methodist Missionareis in Ni-
curagua, for the informative program on United 
Methodist Missions around the globe.   

Margaret Johnson-healing for anxiety  

    and depression 

Bill & Kym Branson-prayers for their  

    health and rehab for Bill 

The Bambolo family-finding and tran- 

    sitioning to a new job 

Helen Garnett-strength and healing 

Ward Anderson, Rebecca K’s fiancé – 

    healing after surgery and infections 

Kathi Warr-healing from gall bladder  

    surgery 

Jane Davis-recovery from knee sur- 

    gery 

Mary Lou Lancaster-continued recov- 

    ery of upper right arm 

Clayton Ooley-health concerns 

Tom & Maddie McCurdy-health is- 

    sues 

Mike Essinger– recovery from surgery  

    on shoulder 

Pat Burkhart-recovering from injury  

    after fall 

Curtis Flisher-brother of Lynda Mont- 

    gomery; healing from illness and  

    surgery 

John Frost-recovery from surgery 

Marylene Davis-healing from pneu- 

    monia 

Sean Cannon-health concerns 

Kathy Jacobsen-healing and recovery  

    from a stroke 

John Dingman– healing to arm reinjured  

    while healing from surgery 

Kris Rudd & family in the loss of brother,  

     Douglas Miller 

John Davis-prayers for John, who died  

    last week after a car accident, and  

    prayers for his grieving family 

Ester Benson-healing from concussion  

    after fall, and for high blood pressure 

Sharon Fleischmann-healing from eye  

    surgery to relieve high pressure 

Tony Lachman & family—father, Kent,  

    passed away last Friday from pancreat- 

    ic cancer 

Karen Apel-healing from back pain 

Oliver Mildon-hospitalized and being   

    monitored 

 

Celebrate 7th de Mayo 
 

All-church potluck will follow 11AM 

service on May 7th. Please bring your 

favorite hearty Mexican dish to share. 

The Fellowship Committee will  

provide drinks and desserts! We all 

love Mexican dishes, so come and 

enjoy!  

CARNIVAL Update!  
HELP IS NEEDED.  

Reserve the date — the church carnival will 
be held on May 27th to raise funds for chil-
dren's activities, including Sunday School and 
VBS! We want to have games and prizes for 
kids as well as adults. We need people to help 
make the games, run the games, and help with 
food. If you are willing, able, and "game", 
please let Stacey Jensen (530-0208) know! 

Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks: 
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ATTN: Acolytes 
All acolytes, grades 4th - 8th and 

substitutes, are asked to  

come to the Acolyte Party on 

Sunday morning, May 21st, at 

9:15am in the Library. This is our way to thank 

you for your great service this past year. All aco-

lytes and substitutes will be given special pins at 

the 11AM worship service that same day. You 

must be present to receive your pin, so please try 

to be in church on that Sunday.  For questions 

please call Charlotte Cresswell, 233-6852. 

 
Here is the list of children and teens who have signed up to share a talent: 
Ella Travador will be dancing. 
Blaise Bambolo will be reciting a memory verse. 
Tamson and Tèa Hoffer will be singing. 
Avyn and Brynnan Scarlett will be singing with their mom and dad. 
Kosmicki Trio will participate if schedule allows. 
Pre-K class will sing with help from older classes. 
Elementary and Teen class will sing. 
We will also have the traditional elements of Promotion Sunday. 
 

If your child is not signed up and has a (3 minute) talent they would like to share, please 
contact Amy Scarlett so we can get them on the schedule. Spots are filling up quickly. 
 

Also, if your child has signed up to present a talent, please help them prepare properly. We want this event to 
showcase their very best and we will only have one rehearsal.  

Special Graduation Blessing for all graduates at 

the 11:00 worship service on May 21st. Please, let 

us know in the church office if you or someone in 

your family will be graduating and taking part in 

this blessing. Please, call the church office at (208) 

232-1353 or email office@pocatelloumc.org. 

10:00am 
Starting May 28th 

Memorial Day Weekend 
in the SANCTUARY 

SUMMER  

WORSHIP  

TIME 

 

Church family, 
 
We will be doing Promotion Sunday a bit different this 
year. I'm very excited about the many talents our kids 
plan on sharing with you during Promotion Sunday. 
We have scheduled the presentation for May 21 at 
9:45am in the Sanctuary. We will have a practice on 
May 14 during Sunday School at 9: 45am.  

 

Thank you,  
Amy Scarlett  

mailto:office@pocatelloumc.org?subject=Graduation%20Blessing
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May 
Anniversaries 
 
May 26    Larry and Arleigh Morton 
        27    Jesse Kiboko & Sandra Mankind 
 

    May 
Birthdays 
May  3   Gene King 
         4   Anna Schwacofer 
         9   Kris Rudd 
       11   James Frost 
       18   Flo Frost 
       19   Jane Davis 
       23   Nola Price 
       25   Elaine Smith 
       26   Susannah Mann 
       28   Rachel Dingman 
       30   Dana Hoyle 

Help Wanted: 
The Finance Committee is looking for people to count the contributions that are made weekly. 
We would like to set this up on a rotation basis. To do this we would need a number of people to 
volunteer to make it work. In the past, it has been done on Monday mornings. Please contact 
Debbie Wheeler at 251-4180 if you are interested or have any questions. Thanks, Debbie Wheeler 

Thank you, thank you, thank you 

from Nancy Kell! 

We had beautiful weather, and thanks to all of you, 
the Easter egg hunt went well. I had a good time 
working with everyone. The Frosts came through 
and transported our cakes to the hunt. I got more 
donations than I ever have. It was good timing be-
cause my personal funds were a little lower this 
year. We have some basket fillers and lots of 
Rachel’s bunnies just waiting for next year. 

Yes, this is Memorial Day weekend. We will meet at 
the church on Saturday at 8AM, and leave as soon as 
we are all loaded.. We will lunch at Sawtooth; they are 
expecting us. We will return home on Monday after-
noon. You will need permission slips, three days of  
work clothes, sleeping bags, and personal hygiene 
products. Please bring/wear sensible work shoes or 
boots. We have limited cargo space, just my van and 
Dr. Boe’s SUV.  
 

Holly Bambolo 

Sawtooth Mission Trip  
Set for May 27-29! 
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Special Music over the Summer Season 
During the summer our Chancel Choir takes a rest, and we look for people to provide special 

music during the 10AM worship service. If you would like to share your musical gifts with 
the church during worship, please contact Doug Buurma at (208) 589-9029 or  

amruub@hotmail.com. 

 

REMINDER ... 

Camp Registrations Are Due. 

Turn them in to the church office by Wednesday, May 3rd. 

No Church Council Meeting took place on March 15th, 2017,  
so no minutes are provided. 

 

Special Film Screening Event 

Saturday, May 13th - 3:30 pm 

 
We are hosting area United Methodist churches for a special screen-
ing event of the film, Wesley. Join us Saturday, May 13, at 3:30 pm, 
in the Chapel as we view a modern retelling of the life of John Wes-
ley and the development of the Methodist movement.  
 
Come and see this story that fuels us still today--this movement that 
God continues to bless around the world. The Wesleyan way of  
understanding and living Christian faith is our dynamic heritage that 
we celebrate and embrace. Wesley's heart-warming experience and 
changed life reveals that a heart transformed by God can change the 
world!  

Camp Scholarships 
Church camp is an important time for our youth. They make friends from around the state 
and most of these friendships last a lifetime. If you would like to help with the cost of send-
ing our youth to church camp, please make your check out to PFUMC and in the memo put 
“Camp Scholarship.” You may also put your donation in the white envelope that is in the 
pew and mark it CAMP SCHOLARSHIP.  We do have endowment funds to help with the 
cost of camp also.    

   

Church Camp Registrations 
If you would like to attend one of the many church camps available, there are registra-
tion forms in the packets at the Connection Table or in the church office.  You may also 
register online at www.gocamping.org.  If you register online, would you please bring a 
copy of your registration to the church office.  We do have scholarships available.  If 
you would like to apply for a scholarship, the form is also in packet. Your registration 
and/or scholarship application must be turned in to the church office by May 3rd.  Call 
Debbie Wheeler at 251-4180 if you have any questions. 

 

Consider Family Camp on Father’s Day weekend from about 5PM on June 16th through June 18th. 

mailto:amruub@hotmail.com?subject=Special%20Music%20for%20Summer%20Worship
http://www.gocamping.org/


 

 

Pocatello First  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 

          1:00-4:00 
 
FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference Room 
CH– Chapel 
Sanct– Sanctuary 

1 
Office Closed 

10-11am-T’ai Chi  
    Chih- FR 
5:30pm- SPRC-CR 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 
5:45pm-Feeding  
    the 5000 Closing  
    Celebration 

 

2 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise- FR 
6:30pm- Missions-  
    CR 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 3 
All camp paper-
work due to  of-
fice! 
7:00am UMM @  
    Butterburr’s 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 
 

Happy Birthday 
Gene King 

  4 

6:30am- Women’s      
    Fellowship- Butter 
    Burr’s 
4:00pm- Trustees- CR 
6:00pm- TOPS- Rm 31 

6:30pm– Rejoice  
    Practice- CH 
7:30pm- Choir Prac 
    tice- Choir Rm    

Happy Birthday 
Anna Schwacofer 

 5 
All camp paper 
work due to  
Sawtooth for  
early registra-
tion! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
4:00-10:00pm-  
    Youth Group-  
    FR & Gym 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 7 
 
 
 
4th Sunday of Easter  
9:45am Sunday School 
9:45am Coffee Hour-  
    Oelwein Room 
11:00am Worship-  
    Sanct 
12:15pm All-Church 
    Potluck- Gym 

8 
Office Closed 
10-11am-T’ai Chi  
    Chih- FR 
5:30pm- Wesley  
    Found- CR   
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 
7:00pm- PEO- FR 

 
 
 

 9 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Kris Rudd 

10 

7:00am- UMM @  
    Butterburr’s 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 
7:00pm- Finance-  
    CR 

 
 
 
 
 

 11 

6:30am- Women’s      
    Fellowship- Butter 
    Burr’s 
6:00pm- TOPS-  
    Rm. 31 
6:30pm– Rejoice  
    Practice- CH 
7:30pm- Choir Prac 
    tice- Choir Rm    

Happy Birthday 
James Frost 

 12 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
3:30pm- Wesley  
    Movie- CH   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
5th Sunday of Easter  
8:30am Rejoice Service 
    - CH 
9:45am Sunday School   
9:45am Practice Pro- 
    motion Sun- Sanct 
9:45am Coffee Hour-  
    Oelwein Rm 

15 

Office Closed 
10-11am-T’ai Chi 
Chih-FR 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 
6:30-9:00pm- PEO-  
    FR 

 
 
 
 

 16 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 17 

7:00am- UMM @  
    Butterburr’s 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 
7:00pm- Church  
    Council- CR 

 
 
 
 
 

 18 
6:30am- Women’s      
    Fellowship- Butter 
    Burr’s 
6:00pm- TOPS-  
    Rm. 31 
6:30pm– Rejoice  
    Practice- CH 
7:30pm- Choir Prac 
    tice- Choir Rm    

Happy Birthday 
Flo Frost 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Jane Davis 

 

20 
9:00am-2:00pm-  
    The Mission  
    Shaped 
Church  
    Workshop- FR 

 21 
 
 
6th Sunday of Easter 
PROMOTION SUNDAY 
 8:30am Rejoice Service-  
    CH 
9:45am Sunday School 
9:45am Promotion Sun 
    day Program-Sanct 
9:45am Coffee Hour-  
    Oelwein Rm 

22 
Office Closed 
10-11am-T’ai Chi  
    Chih-FR 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Nola Price 

 24 
7:00am- UMM @  
    Butterburr’s 
10:00am- UMW  
    Circle- FR 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 

 
 
 
 
 

 25 
6:30am- Women’s      
    Fellowship- Butter 
    Burr’s 
6:00pm- TOPS-  
    Rm. 31 
6:30pm– Rejoice  
    Practice- CH 
7:30pm- Choir Prac 
    tice- Choir Rm    

Happy Birthday 
Elaine Smith 

 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Susannah Mann 
Happy Anniver-

sary 
Larry & Arleigh 

Morton 

27 
11:00-3:00- 
    Carnival-Gym  
    & Parking Lot 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Anniver-
sary 

Jesse Kiboko & 
Sandra Mankind 

28 
 
 
 

7th Sunday of Easter 
Summer Worship  
    Schedule Begins 
7:30-10:00am- Commun- 
    ity Breakfast- Gym 
10:00am Worship- Sanct 

Happy Birthday 
Rachel Dingman 

29 
 
 
 
Office Closed 
10-11am-T’ai Chi  
    Chih-FR 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 

 
 

30 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Dana Hoyle 

31 
7:00am- UMM @  
    Butterburr’s 
5:30-6:30pm- 
    Exercise-FR 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group meets 

at ButterBurr’s  every Thursday 

morning at 6:30 am for meditations 

and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877)  

for more information.   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

Important Dates: 
 May 7—Celebration of Baptism, Services at 8:30 and 11AM; all- 
               church Mexican potluck at 12PMish—drinks/dessert provided  
May 14—Mother’s Day, Services at 8:30 and 11AM 
May 21—Heritage Sunday, Services at 8:30 and 11AM 
            —Promotion Sunday, during Sunday School in  
                Sanctuary at 9:45AM 
May 27—Church Carnival from 11AM—3PM 
May 28—Ascension Sunday; begin summer worship schedule     
                with one service at 10AM 
 June 4—Pentecost Sunday, Service at 10AM 
June 14-17—General Conference in Portland, OR 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
 
The Summer Worship Schedule will 
begin May 28.  We will be meeting at 
10:00 am for a unified worship service. 
Sunday School classes will meet for their 
last class on May 14.  We will all gather 
in the Sanctuary for Promotion Sunday 
on May 21 during the Sunday School 
hour at 9:45 am. We look forward to a 
great summer! 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

