
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   

THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

JULY 2016  

July 25-29, 2016 

5:30pm-7:30pm 

First United Methodist Church 

Please register by going to our website 
and clicking the VBS banner at the top 
of the site on the home page. 
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From Our Pastor 

I have always enjoyed Independence Day. The fireworks, the cookouts, the music. I mean 
who doesn’t get a little excited when “Stars and Stripes Forever” starts blasting through 
the speakers? When I was young I think if you cut me open I would bleed Red, White and 
Blue. I developed a strong sense of American nationalism, and at the same time I fused 
my patriotism with my faith. While I didn’t know it I was being shaped by the old doctrine 
of “Manifest Destiny”.  
 
According to TeachingHistory.org, “In simple terms, Manifest Destiny was the idea that 
Americans were destined, by God, to govern the North American continent. This idea, with 
all the accompanying transformations of landscape, culture, and religious belief it implied, 
had deep roots in American culture.”  
 
Part of this doctrine of Manifest Destiny is that America was understood to be the New Israel, and it was God’s 
intention to establish this blessed nation where this people would be known as a Christian nation. Some of the 
patriotic hymns we’ve all grown up singing added layers to my formation in this view: “God bless America land 
that I love, stand beside her and guide her through the night with the light from above.” “America! America! God 
shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!”  
 
It wasn’t until I moved to Kansas City in 2000 that my fused theo-patriotism started to unravel. I began to learn 
about aspects of our history that wasn’t taught in any U.S. history class I had. I began to wrestle with this deeply 
entrenched Manifest Destiny and to see the major problems that come with this view.  
 
I very much appreciate our American history and the ongoing opportunity to learn more about who we are as a 
nation. I continue to struggle with the notion that we are a Christian nation. I struggle with the increasing reality 
that whatever we were in the past, it’s clear that we’re now living in a post-Christian society and culture where 
biblical illiteracy is commonplace. What hasn’t changed is my desire to see God bless our nation, to see God 
pour grace upon us. We have many reasons to give God thanks for our country, for the freedoms that we enjoy 
here, that our country has done much good in the world, that many have answered the call to serve and protect 
our people, our land, and our Constitution.   
 
This Fourth of July weekend celebration we’ll more than likely cook out on the grill…which means I’ll be needing 
to get a grill! I’ll be blaring “Stars and Stripes Forever” and hope to take the family to see some good fireworks. 
I’ll find moments through the day where those beautiful and stirring patriotic hymns become prayers from the 
heart—asking God to help us to be a nation of people who seek justice, a people who use our freedom for the 
benefit of others for the glory of God.  
 
Perhaps you’d like to pray this prayer for our country from the Book of Common Prayer: 
 
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may always prove 
ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound 
learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from 
every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought here out of many 
peoples and languages. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of 
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show 
forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in 
the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Denial, Catherine. "Teaching History.org, Home of the National History Education Clearinghouse." Manifest Destiny: Creating an American 

Identity. Accessed June 22, 2016. http://teachinghistory.org/history-content/ask-a-historian/25502. 

²Book of Common Prayer 1979, p 820.  

http://teachinghistory.org
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Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks 

Carol Ryan Edgekoski-continued healing  
Bobbe Vagell-continued prayers 
Helen & Dave Garnett (Arleigh Morton’s parents)- 
   for strength & healing 
Mark Hurlburt– pancreatic cancer 
Annie Huth-recovering from a stroke 
Sean Cannon-continued prayers 
Jason-keep him safe; contact his mother 
Jerri Savuto-retired missionary from Maua,  
   Kenya with terminal cancer 

Jerri Savuto-retired missionary from Maua,  
   Kenya with terminal cancer 
Bill & Kym Branson-prayers for their health 
Kris Baker-recovery and healing from throat cancer 
Bill Frederiksen-battling prostate cancer 
Sylvia Yerty-battling breast cancer 
Gene King– fell; healing  
Shauna-continued healing from car accident 
Mike Essinger-continued healing 

Our Best Wishes to Cherie Johnson 
We send our best wishes 
to Cherie Johnson, our 
former Director of 
Lifespan Ministries and 
Rod Dearth who were 
married on June 16th in 
Boise.  Cherie is now the 
pastor of the UMC in  
Joseph, OR.  Rod moved 
there from Texas.  Our 
love to you both.   

Thank you Everyone! 
As you all know I am retiring as of June 30th.  I 
want to thank each and every one of you for all 
the help and support 
you have given me 
the last 7 years.  It 
has been so great  
being your  
Administrative  
Assistant.  I won’t be 
working in the office, 
but I will be around.  I will see you at worship 
more and doing my volunteer jobs.  This church 
has been my home for the 65 years I have been 
alive.   I cherish each and everyone of you.  
Thank you all!   
 Debbie Pederson Wheeler 

Salvation Army Lunch 
The Salvation Army depends on the First 

United Methodist 

Church to provide 

lunch 4 Saturdays 

a year.  Our next 

opportunity is  

July 23rd.  If you 

feel moved to help 

the sign up sheet will be available on  

Sunday July 10th and July 17th.  Thank  

you so much for all the help you have given 

in the past.  Jane Davis 

The Fruit of the Spirit 
Summer Sermon Series 

10 July - Love     31 July-Patience     24 Aug-Faithfulness 

17 July-Joy       7 Aug-Kindness   31 Aug-Gentleness 

24 July-Peace     14 Aug-Goodness    4 Sept-Self-Control 
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Vacation Bible School is almost here and we need your help to make it an impactful experience for our 
kids.  Please take notice of the donation tree in the Church Narthex/Foyer.  There are many items that 
will need to be purchased that the budget won't cover.  Please consider taking a leaf or two from the tree 
and purchasing the items listed for VBS.  There will be a bin by the tree that you can place your items in 
after you purchase them.  We thank you and love that you make our kids a priority.  

There are many items that our  team would like to borrow from your homes during the week of  VBS. 
Please consider loaning these items to make this week extra special for our kids. We ask that you clearly 
mark your items with your name so that we can easily get them back to you.  You can begin bringing 
your items as soon as you like.  We will be storing them in the Chapel. We have many rooms to decorate, 
I don't think we could borrow too much! Thank You!  
 
What we need: 

†Wicker type baskets of different sizes and shapes.  

†Fake plants and trees.    

†Woven rugs, tapestries and blankets that will remind us of Nazareth  
   during Bible times.   

†Pottery that we could use as serving dishes during snack.  

†And anything you have that you think will transport us to Nazareth  
  during Bible times 
 

We are also asking for snack foods to serve.  If you could donate any of these items please call Lynda 
Montgomery at 317-7196 or bring them to the church office.   

Pita Bread  Hummus  Grapes   Banana  
Beef Jerky  Crusty Bread  Honey Butter  Apples 
Pepperoni  Cheese Blocks Raisins  Tangerines 
Whole Wheat Crackers  Dried Apricots 

We'll be hosting a movie night, more specifically a Faith and Film night 
on Friday, July 8th  in the chapel. We'll meet at 5:30pm pool our money 
and buy some Little Caesar's Pizza. Bring your favorite movie snacks.  
 
We'll be watching the film Gravity.  This will be a great event to invite your 
friends to attend with you. This will be an excellent opportunity to have people 
who might normally not come to church enter into a conversation about life and 
faith. Who will you invite? 
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Who was Jason Lee, Methodist Missionary? 
In 1834 the Rev. Jason Lee, a Methodist Missionary from New England,  
responded to a call seeking a preacher.  Several Native Americans of the  
Flathead Tribe visited St. Louis, looking for General William Clark (of the  
Lewis and Clark expedition).  They came seeking religious instruction for  
their people about “the white man’s Book of Heaven.”  They wanted to know  
about the “true mode of worshiping the Great Spirit.”  They wanted a copy of  
the “book of directions” on how to “conduct themselves in order to enjoy his fa-
vor” and how to “be received into the country where the Great Spirit resides and 
live forever with him.”   
 
They heard about this book from the white fur traders and trappers.  The report of their visit fired the  
imagination of many people in the churches.  The Methodist Board of Missions was the first to react by 
sending Jason Lee out to the Oregon Territory (which included present-day Idaho).  They came to establish 
missionary effort aimed at converting the Native Americans and teaching them the “arts of civilization.” 
 
On the way to Oregon at Fort Hall (located on the present-day Fort Hall Reservation), Lee preached to a 
gathering of trappers, traders, and mountain men.  This worship service occurred on Sunday, July 27, 1834, 
during a layover along the Snake River; the local mountain men, Indians, and missionaries heard the first 
Protestant sermon delivered in the Oregon Country.  It was reportedly a festive day, with Indians in full  
regalia and mountain men dressed in what passed for their Sunday best.  After the sermon, there was a 
horse race in which a man was killed when he fell from his steed.  The next day, Lee conducted the first 
Protestant funeral service west of the Rockies. 
 
The Jason Lee Church in Blackfoot is the direct descendant of this early mission work.  The Blackfoot Church 
later sent Missionaries and planted a church in Pocatello because the need for faith in wild Pocatello was 
obvious. 

Join us as we celebrate our United Methodist heritage with Jason Lee Sunday on July 17th at the 

Upper Level of Ross Park under the covered pavilion. Worship will begin at 10:00am followed 

by a potluck lunch.  Fried chicken, drinks and homemade ice cream will be provided.  Please 

bring a salad or side dish to share.   

Church Office will be closed July 1st and 8th 

Volunteers will be working July 5th-7th 

Our new Administrative Assistant, Sharolyn Belzer will start July 12th.   
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Hosts for Choir Festival 
We are looking for families to host a choir members from the Congo, and we need to find housing for 13 
people.  They need to be at least 2 people together, so we need 6 host families (one will need to house 3 
people).  .  If interested, contact Roberta Turner at 220-6804. 
 
One of the greatest opportunities for the residents of the Pocatello-Chubbuck area is to host two to four 
choir members in their homes during the Idaho International Choral Festival. They greet the choir members 
at the Pond Student Union Building at Idaho State University as they arrive in buses from Salt Lake City or 
Idaho Falls. The choir members are taken to their homes where one of the greatest cultural exchanges in 
the world takes place. During the festival you and your international guests will have a wonderful time get-
ting to know each other. It is a great opportunity to expose children and families of all ages to a different  
culture, teach them about other parts of the world, and show a tolerance over world issues. The worst part 
of being a host family is having to say goodbye as the choir members board their bus to leave. 
 
Host families will also be given free tickets to some performances so they can show support for their inter-
national guests. Host families also receive discounts on food and services throughout the community during 
their participation. 
 
As a host family you will be asked to provide accommodations and some meals for a minimum of two inter-
national guests. That will require a bed which the two choir members can share and access to bathroom 
facilities. A host family is also asked to provide transportation for their international guests to and from  
different venues. 

Hello all & HAPPY Summer! 

 

I am sending this to a variety of people in order to continually get the Word out & 

to spread the Good News! Also, it is important to keep the door open to all who 

seek refuge & rest at our campus outreach house! 

 

Good News?!? These days it seems all we hear is ...crazy news from all around the 

world! And we can get that news in a ...mega instant! So, where do we go for the 

Good News that gives eternal refreshment? We can go to God, our Shepherd who 

gives us rest in green pastures, leads us beside still (cool & refreshing) water, and restores our souls.  

(Yes, Psalm 23). 

 

Thanks to God, and all of you who PRAY for, WORK at and GIVE to the Wesley House in Pocatello, we have 

an "oasis" for folks to stop in and find refreshment in the midst of busy days. 

 

Thank you for your care and support. With Love, Danette Frederiksen 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 

          1:00-4:00 
FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference       
   Room 
CH– Chapel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 4:00-9:00-Lynda 
     Montgomery-FR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

  9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Alan Stanek 

4 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  
 6:30-Missions-CR 

 
 
 
 
 

6 

  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Ethan Dingman 

 7 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 4:00-Trustees– CR 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice 
      Practice –Sanct 
 7:00-NA-FR 

8 
  5:30-Faith & Film- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

  9:45– Coffee Hour 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 

11 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
9-3-Wool Club– FR 
  7:00-NA-FR  
  7:00-Finance-CR   

Happy Birthday 
Stacey Jensen 

Amy Mills 

14 
 6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice  
     Practice-Sanct 
 7:00-NA-FR 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Sally Jones 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Karl & Sharolyn Belzer 

17 
Jason Lee Sunday 
 
10:00– Worship– Upper 
    Ross Park 
     

 
Happy Anniversary 

Roger & Barbara Hanson 

18 

Office Closed 
   

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Michael & Dawn 

Echanis 

19 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  

 
Happy Birthday 
Virginia Baxter 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Jeaneane & Bert 
Huth 

20 
  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Administrative  
   Board– Conf. Rm 

 
 
 

21 
 6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct 
 7:00-NA-FR 
  

 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Harald Wyndham 

24 
7:30-10:00  
  Community Breakfast 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Peggy Anderson 

 
 
 

25 
Office Closed 
   

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Andrew Bambolo 

 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Arleigh Morton 

 
 
 

27 
  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Worship-CR      

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Daniel Hong 

Brenda Phillips 
 
 
 

28 
 6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 

 
Happy Birthday 
Bob Autenreith 

 
 

29 30 

31 
  9:45– Coffee Hour 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 

      

2016 

Vacation Bible School  5:30pm-7:30pm 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group meets 

at ButterBurr’s  every Thursday 

morning at 6:30 am for meditations 

and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877)  

for more information   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 16    Karl and Sharolyn Belzer 

        17   Roger and Barbara Hanson 

        18   Michael and Dawn Exhanis 

        19   Jeaneane and Bert Huth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July  3    Alan Stanek 

         6    Ethan Dingman 

       13    Stacey Jensen 

    Amy Mills 

        15   Sally Jones 

        19   Virginia Baxter 

         23   Harald Wyndham 

         24   Peggy Anderson 

         25   Andrew Bambolo 

         26   Arleigh Morton 

         27   Daniel Hong 

     Brenda Phillips 

         28   Bob Autenreith 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

