
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   

THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

JUNE 2016 

Vacation Bible School 

July 25-29 

5:30pm-7:30pm 

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference 
The forty-eighth session will be held June 16 - 18, 2016  

at the Salem Convention Center in Salem, Oregon. 
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From Our Pastor 

O gracious and holy Father, 

Give us wisdom to perceive you, 

intelligence to understand you, 

diligence to seek you, 

patience to wait for you, 

eyes to see you, 

a heart to meditate on you, 

and a life to proclaim you, 

through the power of the 

spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

-- Saint Benedict 

 

I think on these words and find them becoming my own. Perception and discernment of the  

 in-breaking Kingdom of God  

 the prevenient presence of God  

 the Spirit enabling and empowering us to live and lean into the kingdom  

 a holistic life that is shaped by the Father's mission in the Son 
 

We’ve entered the season that the United Methodist Church calls “Kingdomtide”. It’s this large expanse 

of time (something like 6 months) where we’re exploring what it means to be people who are shaped by 

the Holy Spirit of God.  

 

Through this prayer of St Benedict there’s a move from perceiving and discerning God at work, into an 

embodiment, an ownership of a life radically transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ because of God’s 

work. Benedict prays for “a life to proclaim [God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit].” When we embody a 

life—when we have all of who we are changed at our core as a disciple of Jesus Christ—God’s mission 

gets into us and changes not just who we are, but how we live/act/think/see/react/respond/speak in this 

world where God is establishing the kingdom. When we align ourselves with our identity in Christ 

through our baptism, and when we see how our baptism initiates us into God’s service, we begin to see 

that life and God’s mission are tied—they’re tethered. And then we begin to see that all we do is for the 

glory of God, so that our lives become a living testament to God’s project of redeeming creation from the 

inside out. May we be bold and courageous enough to pray this prayer and make it our own.  
 

Grace and peace, 

Michael+ 
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Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks 

Carol Ryan Edgekoski-continued healing  
Vano Kalembe Kiboko-has been released; he was a  
   political prisoner in Democratic Republic of Congo 
Bobbe Vagell-continued prayers 
Helen & Dave Garnett (Arleigh Morton’s parents)- 
   for strength & healing 
John Vander Brook-surrounded by love as the cancer  
   has spread 
Mark Hurlburt– pancreatic cancer 
Annie Huth-recovering from a stroke 
Sean Cannon-continued prayers 
Jason-keep him safe; contact his mother 
Jerri Savuto-retired missionary from Maua, Kenya  
   with terminal cancer 
Joe Danis-help with finances; spiritual help 
Ryan Branson-spiritual guidance 
Bill & Kym Branson-prayers for their health 

Kris Baker-recovery and healing from throat cancer 
Ruth Eastman– recovering from back surgery 
Christopher Midgyette’s family & friends -  
   on his death May 18th  
Bill Frederiksen-battling prostate cancer 
Sylvia Yerty-battling breast cancer 
Max Albertson and Family on the death of his wife,  
   Lorraine 
Zack-in accident; possible brain trauma; healing 
McKenna Harris-had 2 fingers  
   amputated at rodeo; healing 
Ella Francis-born at 24 weeks is now 36  
   weeks old and growing; continued  
   Healing 
Gene King– fell; healing of broken arm 
Jeaneane Huth-recovery from knee surgery 
Shirley Beebe-recovering from knee surgery 

United Methodist Women  
Summer Break 

Our United Methodist Women Circle met 
Wednesday, May 25th  
for their May meeting.    
Thank you to everyone who 
brought refreshments for 
our meeting.  We take a 
break for the summer so 

this was our last meeting until September.  See 
you in the fall!   

LET’S PLAY PINOCHLE 
Everyone is invited to  

join us for  
fun, food and   

fellowship. 
Saturday, June 25th 

At 7:00pm  
in the  

Fireside Room 
Bring a friend (or 2)  

and a finger food 

to share with the group 

Our Sympathy to… 
We express our sympathy to the family and 

friends of Christopher Midgyette.  Christopher 

passed away Wednesday, May 18th from a 

brain disease.  A memorial service will 

planned later this summer.   

Memorial Service 
This Saturday, May 28th there will be a Memorial  

Service for Lorraine Albertson.  It will be held at 

1:30pm in the Sanctuary.  Lorraine died April 6, 2016  

in Arizona.  Our prayers are with her husband Max and 

her family at this time.   
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 June  8  Tom and Shirley Beebe 

              16 Frank and Sue Farnsworth 

              18 Harald and Jane Wyndham 

             21 Mike and Marky Essinger 

              23 Bill and Linda McDonald 

         Skipp and Kris Rudd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 June    1 Betta sharp 

            2 Roger Boe 

            Kathy Grumbein 

            6 Norm Hoyle 

            7 Esther Benson 

             Margaret Johnson 

            8 Phil Eastman 

                   13 Doug Buurma 

           Brynnan Scarlett 

                  19 Lucas Mildon 

   Sharon Shore 

                   24 Marian Gebhart 

           Mary Lagos 

                      25 Robin Terrell 

                      26 Tanner Morton 

                      27 Brenda Phillips 

                      28 Dawn Echanis 

                      29 Carolynn Moore 

   June Waltman 

                      30 Shirley Beebe 

 

 

 

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference 

Michael and members of our church will be going 

to Annual Conference in Salem, OR on June 16-

18 at the Salem Convention Center.  Please keep 

them and all the representatives in your prayers as 

they make decisions about the next year.   

Welcomed in Baptism 
During our 11:00 worship on May 

8th we celebrated in the baptism 

of Olivia Fae and Amelia Anne 

Farnsworth who were born  

December 30, 2015.  Their  

parents are Brecken and Jonathan Farnsworth 

and grandparents are Sue and Frank Farnsworth.   
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Hello all and happy summertime! 

 

It will soon be June. By the time you read this, it most likely will be the month of 

June. Where has this year gone? 

 

The school year went well at the Wesley House in Pocatello. Idaho State Univer-

sity has had some moments of upset and it seems that is to be expected these 

days. 

 

Every day I give thanks to God for the freedom we have to follow our Living Lord. We are privileged to have 

That freedom. We can follow Christ and be open about our faith. 

 

The door at the Wesley House is open Monday through Friday as an oasis and a place of rest. We openly  

proclaim Christ and shine His light. 

 

Now that it's summer, activity at the Wesley House has slowed down. We will be having some repair work 

done and hopefully do some painting inside and out! It is time to give the old house a face lift. Did I tell you 

about our BIG BLESSING from the Oregon-Idaho conference? We were given money to pay off the mortgage 

on the house and to replace the roof!! 

 

Forgive me if I have already gushed about that. God is good. And God always provides in God's perfect  

timing. So, whenever I wonder where time has gone and then where it is going, I remember that God makes  

all things beautiful in His time. 

 

We are FREE in Christ and free to be the followers of Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 17, 1925—January 20, 2016 
 
Dear friends and family of Jerry Olson, 
 
We invite you to join us in celebrating the life of this wonderful man on Sunday, June 12th, 2016.  We 
will begin with a Veteran’s memorial service at the Pocatello Veteran’s Memorial Park, 2639 So. 4th at 
12p, noon and will follow with a celebration of his life at Juniper Hills Country Club at 6600 Bannock 
Hwy, Pocatello.   
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FRED MEYER’S COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM 
The Missions Committee has been reaping the benefit to our Church from being part of Fred Meyers  
Community Rewards Program. In 2015 the quarterly checks totaled $216.34 and the 1st quarter of 2016 
brought in $63.54. The Missions committee has $279.88 to use for charitable causes thanks to those of you 
who have linked your Fred Meyers Reward Card. And this has been possible without any loss of other  
rewards - you don’t lose personal reward points, fuel points, rebates, coupons. If you have a Fred Meyer  
Reward Cards and haven’t registered it, please consider doing so. 
All you have to do is: 
 

1. by computer go to www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. A Community Rewards page will open.  
 Orange letters in the middle of the page ask “Are you a Fred Meyer Customer?” 
 Below that in blue letters is the statement “Link Your Rewards Card Now” Click on this. 
2.  In the upper right hand corner of the next page are the words “No Account” and below that in blue is 
 “Register”. Click on this. 
3.  The next page is the “Sign on and Save More” page. On this page fill in your e-mail address and  
 password. You need to put in your zip code and select the local store (that address should come up 
 automatically) Then click on “Create Account” 
4.  Next is a “Create an Account — Add Rewards Card” Fill in your card number and your last name.  
 Click on “save” 
5. The next page is the “Community Rewards Program” page. You will fill in the information and click  
 on “Save”. 
6.  Then you get to the page that asks you to find your organization, type in the number 86570 and click  
 on “search” 
7.  That will bring up the information for First United Methodist Church. Click in the circle at the beginning  
 of this information and then click on “enroll” You are in and will be helping the Missions Committee get 
 even more rewards, and you will still be getting your rewards. 

 
Thank you so much, 
Missions Committee 

Faith + Film Night 
On Friday, June 3 at 6:30pm, we'll have our next Faith + Film Night. We'll be 
watching the hilarious movie with Jim Carrey, The Truman Show. There's a 
wonderful thread of the gospel running throughout this film and it all comes to 
a point in the climax. Most probably would overlook it, by with the eyes of 
faith, we can see it! 
 
 

For our last Faith + Film Night we had people bring money for pizza. This evening we'll just meet for 
the film, with discussion of the film to follow. 
 

Please bring your favorite movie snacks. Invite a friend or two or three! There will 
be childcare available. 
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Vacation Bible School Volunteers 
VBS volunteers help provide the opportunity for each child who attends VBS at FUMC to know, love, follow, 

and serve Jesus Christ through a fun-filled week of music, Bible stories, 

crafts, games, and missions in a Safe Sanctuary environment. 

 

This year our theme is Hometown Nazareth-Where Jesus Was a Kid  

being held in the evenings July 25 –29. 

 

We need people who will work with the children, provide snacks, and to 

work behind the scenes.  You can also lend or donate items for VBS.     

 

Interested in volunteering for VBS? Need more information? Email Amy Scarlett  Amyj.scarlett@gmail.com,  

or call (208) 232-1353. 
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A big THANK YOU to all who have clipped and turned in Labels For Education over the years! We have met 
our goal!!! Labels were recently sent to the company and our total is over 9000 points. We have ordered a 
$100 prepaid Visa card to present to Children’s Church for help purchasing supplies. Because the company is 
retiring this program we have decided to make one last collection and that will be all. If you have any labels 
please bring them in so we can do one last mailing. There are some items that take lesser points that we can 
get for use with our youth programs. 
Many Thanks, 

We have started our summer worship schedule.   

Everyone is invited to join together Sunday’s  

at 10:00am in the Sanctuary.   

This is a combined worship of the Rejoice 

and Traditional services.   

Coffee hour is at 9:45am right before worship. 

Bring a friend and worship with us. 

Administrative Assistant to Retire 
With regret we announce that Debbie Wheeler, our Administrative Assistant for the last 6 years, will be  

retiring shortly.  We wish her the best and know that we will still be seeing her in church and doing many  

of the volunteer jobs she does.  Debbie has been a member of this church since she was born and her family 

has been very active in the church.  

 

The Staff Parish Relation Committee has begun advertising for a replacement.  Applications have been  

received and it is in the process of arranging interviews.  If you know of anyone interested in applying, please 

have them send their resume to PO Box 967, via fax to 208.232.5962 or e-mail to tholmesid@gmail.com.  

 
 

I have appreciated Debbie’s leadership in the running of our church office. She has been very effective in  

local church oversight. Being new the UMC she has been very helpful in helping me "learn the ropes”. She 

has helped with numerous conference reports and has truly been a blessing to me. I will never forget her  

generosity and hospitality in keeping Wesley, our black Labrador Retriever for a few days when we first  

arrived while we looked for housing. Thank you, Debbie, for your years of service to our church. We are the 

better for your leadership. God’s blessings on this next chapter.   Michael 

tel:208.232.5962
mailto:tholmesid@gmail.com
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Special Music Over the Summer Season 
Opportunity to share your musical gifts with the church during worship! 

During the summer, our Chancel Choir takes a rest, and we look for people to provide special 
music during the worship services. If you are interested, please contact Doug Buurma at 

(208) 589-9029 or amruub@hotmail.com. 

mailto:amruub@hotmail.com?subject=Special%20Music%20for%20Summer%20Worship


 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 

          1:00-4:00 
FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference       
   Room 
CH– Chapel 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing– Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Betta Sharp 

2 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 4:00-Trustees– CR 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Chapel 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 

 
Happy Birthday 

Roger Boe 
Kathy Grumbein 

3 
6:30-Faith  + Film 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
  
  9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Office Closed 
 5:30-SPRC– CR 
 6:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Norm Hoyle 

7 

 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  
 6:30-Missions-CR 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Esther Benson 

Margaret Johnson 

8 

  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Finance-CR   

 
Happy Birthday 
Phil Eastman 

Happy Anniversary 
Tom & Shirley Beebe 

 9 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice 
      Practice -Chapel 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
  

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

 
  9:45– Coffee Hour 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 

13 
Office Closed 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Doug Buurma 

Brynnan Scarlett 

14 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
9:00-3:00-Wool Club 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR  

 
 
 
 
 

16 
 6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice  
     Practice-Chapel 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Frank & Sue  
Farnsworth 

17 
Girl Scout  
     Overnight  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
Girl Scout  
     Overnight Ends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Harald & Jane 

Wyndham 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
  9:45- Coffee Hour 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 
     

Happy Birthday 
Lucas Mildon 
Sharon Shore 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Mike & Marky  

Essinger 

22 
  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
 
 
 

23 
 6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Chapel 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Bill & Linda McDonald 
Skipp & Kris Rudd 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Marian Gebhart 

Mary Lagos 

25 
10:00-Vacation 
   Bible School 
   Planning Meeting 
  7:00-Pinochle- 
     Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Robin Terrell 

26 
7:30-10:00  
  Community Breakfast 
10:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Tanner Morton 

27 
Office Closed 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Brenda Phillips 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Dawn Echanis 

29 
  7:00A-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Carolynn Moore 
June Waltman 

30 
 6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Chapel 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 

 
Happy Birthday 
Shirley Beebe 

  

June 2016 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group meets 

at ButterBurr’s  every Thursday 

morning at 6:30 am for meditations 

and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877)  

for more information   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

SUMMER WORSHIP  

SCHEDULE STARTS 

MAY 29th  10:00am 

with a combined worship in the 

Sanctuary 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

