
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   

THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

NOVEMBER 2015  

Consecration Sunday 
November 15, 2015 

 
It’s that time of the year again. I’m not talking about the holidays or the fall. I’m not thinking of 
Christmas or even Thanksgiving, but through it we can give thanks to the Lord. 
 
November 15, 2015 is our Consecration Sunday. It’s the day where we together—as a  
connectional church—prayerfully and faithfully commit to God how we will financially support  
God’s work through our local church.  On November 15, we’ll have just one service at 11:00 AM  
so that we can give our faith-promise united as the community of faith.  
 

Here’s the really fun part: following worship will be a church fellowship dinner  
with turkey, mashed potatoes & gravy! Would you be willing to provide a turkey,  
or the money for a turkey(s)? Would you like to cook a turkey? Perhaps you’d  
like to donate a turkey and cook it. Awesome! Please contact Lynda Montgomery 
317-7196 or Marky Essinger 406-7355 to sign up. There will also be a sign up list 
for bringing side dishes and desserts. This is going to be great! One of the things 
Methodists do well is fellowshipping and eating! 
 

While we’re eating, a team will be tabulating the total pledge amount for pledges for 2016. When 
they get the total they’ll come report it and we can celebrate and anticipate what God will do via 
our church through our faithful giving. As you begin to prayerfully consider how much God is  
asking you to give I want to share something that I learned about making a commitment to giving 
financial support to the church: It’s not about equal giving but equal sacrifice. We all can’t give the 
same amount. But, we can give an equal sacrifice. And through that giving it can become for us  
a sacrifice of praise to the Lord. And God can take that gift and multiply it and use it for God’s  
kingdom! Will you be bold enough to ask the Lord how you should give financially this year? 
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From Our Pastor 

We're called to be salt and light--metaphors Jesus used in his talk that we typically call the Sermon on the 
Mount. We Christians have a wonderful opportunity to be salt and light tomorrow, October 31, the day known 
as Hallowe'en (spelled most commonly as Halloween). 
 
There's been built up a whole diabolical story and tradition (that has turned into "gospel truth" by some of  
our brothers and sisters in the Lord) that sees Hallowe'en as a night of evil intent, originally filled with witches, 
druids, and child/virgin sacrifice. With this terror-ific view of Hallowe'en, evil spirits loom over the earth for this 
one night, looking to wreak havoc on the earth. 
 
The trouble with this view is that God isn't considered at all. God, who is left out of the picture for this one 
night, is rendered helpless, or not willing to do anything about the workings of evil in the world for this one 
night. God gives evil one night to "paint the town” if you will. So the view is don't have anything to do with  
Hallowe'en. No trick-or-treating. No dressing up in costumes—especially something scary. No parties. Just 
spend the night praying that the devil doesn't get us.  
 
Though people have tried to attach Samhain and other Celtic pagan observances to Hallowe'en (or All  
Hallow's Eve--the night before All Saints or All Hallows Day, November 1) there is no historical proof. All 
Saints Day was set up by a pope in the 9th Century (800s) as a way for the Church in the west to honor and 
remember those Christian MVPs (saints) who had gone on to be with the Lord, those who served as earthly 
examples of what it looks like to be Christian here on earth. The night before All Saints, or All Hallows Day, 
Christians would hold prayer services (or vigils) as a way to prepare for the next day of celebration. Just like 
the term "Christmas Eve" is the day before Christmas, Hallowe'en is the day before All Hallows--Hallows Eve. 
It was shortened to Hallowe'en. 
 
Much of our modern fear associated with Halloween actually stems from a fundamentalist Christian (Jack 
Chick) who fabricated all kinds of stories to set the Catholic Church as being a reinvented Babylonian pagan 
religion. Today's celebration of Halloween is by and large a cultural celebration. The focus on evil and things 
macbre is more of a 20th Century development. Trick-or-treating has its origins in poor children going door-to-
door asking for "soul cakes" or other kinds of food. Halloween has its roots in a Christian custom, unlike many 
of the traditions of Christmas--which actually do have many roots in pagan religions (candles, Christmas trees, 
wreaths, mistletoe, and yule logs to name a few). 
 
We should certainly use the mind the Lord gave us when it comes to what our children wear as costumes for 
Halloween. As Christians we shouldn't have an overwhelming fascination with the macabre and the way that 
we observe/celebrate Halloween. 
 
But, psychologists have identified that our interest in things scary actually help us (in a non-threatening way) 
learn how to handle ourselves when we are faced with a real life-threatening situation. It's comparable to  
kittens and puppies, lion and tiger cubs wrestling and play fighting. Their play actually teaches them how to 
defend themselves and hunt. 
 
As Christians we sing our faith that strongly proclaims, "Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood 
and righteousness." Our confidence in Jesus should be stronger than any work the Evil One can muster.  
We must remind ourselves that our Adversary has already been defeated in Christ's triumphant resurrection, 
conquering sin and the devil. To be sure there is a small percentage of the world's population who use  
October 31 in a way that promotes wicca and/or neo-paganism. But the Church around the world stands 
against the darkness. 
 
We, as Christians, are reminded that no matter how evil tries to do to stamp out the light, no matter if all the 
whole work of the Evil One were to be unleashed, Jesus Christ has already won. So, we laugh in the face of 
evil. We stand belligerent against the work of the Adversary, exclaiming that not even death is something that 
can defeat us, because in Jesus Christ we are more than conquerors (Romans 8.37). 
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We are reminded on the day/night before All Saints Day (November 1) that even those who have tried to  
silence the voices of those who claim the name of Jesus, by taking their lives—they have not won. The white 
robed martyrs of the Church of Jesus Christ stand in victory alongside our mighty King. 
 
So, on November 1, come to worship at 11 AM and remember those saints in your family who have gone to 
be with the Lord. Remember those saints who showed you what it meant to be Christian as you grew up,  
or who showed you the way in Jesus. Remember our fallen brothers and sisters who have been killed for 
bearing the name of Jesus, particularly those in Syria and Iraq. Remember and celebrate that we believe in 
the communion of saints--that heavenly throng who are part of the great cloud of witnesses. Remember and 
celebrate that we are part of this holy, catholic, and apostolic Church of Jesus Christ. On Christ the solid rock 
we stand! Let us stand to be salt and light in our world. Keep your porch light on, grab a bag of candy, sow 
some salt with some sweets on Halloween night.  
 
Michael 

November 8  Debbie & Stephen Wheeler 
              16  Phil & Ruth Eastman 
 

Birthdays 
November 2  Ellen Ryan 
               6  Emily White 
               7  Kathi Warr 
             12  Henry Moran 
             15  Ruth Eastman 
             16  Debbie Wheeler 
             17  Bill McDonald 
             18  Pat Burkhart 
             19  Rachel Phillips 
             20  Floyd Anderson 
             22  Nancy McCoy 
             23  Jennifer Groom 
             25  Katie Leishman 
                  Mary Leishman 
                  May Leishman 
             29  Ann Marie Phillips 
 

Howdy! 

Time for some fill-in-the-blank fun from the Wesley House 

mom! 

“For_______ so LOVED the __________that He 

gave______________ 

____________.” (John 3:16)  If you’d like, add your name 

to the ____ where “world” may go!  

Here’s one for those in the know of some poetic literature: 

“The time has come, ______ walrus _______,  to 

_______of many ________ …of _________ ________ and  

ceiling wax and ___________ and kings!”   (A + if you get 

this all filled in AND if Kathy Stevens approves!!  J).  And 

a real short one: God is _______...All the ______! 

As the months go on, watch for more fill-in-the-blank and 

maybe even some dot-to-dot exercises here!  I often ponder 

and pray about how we as human fill in blanks in our lives 

AND how some dots all hook together to make a good life.   

A life of joy, love and perfect peace can be found in Jesus 

Christ. I am so thankful that HE is the ceiling wax, sailing 

ships and even the cabbage in my life to help me keep the 

dots connected!  Yup! This was a silly one from me and I 

hope that most of you enjoyed it. My mind now is going to 

that cabbage in the Wesley House garden that is going to be 

harvested today!  Gotta go!! Love you! 

Danette Frederiksen is that “mom” who can be called or 

texted at any hour on any day for The Wesley House at   

Idaho State U….(208)221-5380. She will get back to you 

as soon as possible!!!  
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To All Our Friends at Pocatello First UMC: 

We are so tardy on expressing our thanks to you for all your support and help as we 

packed up and moved all the way to Western Oregon.  We are still unpacking!  But 

we would not have been able to make it here without your help in so many ways.   

We think of you all fondly and hold you and the Scarlett’s in our prayers!  May God 

continue to bless you all!  Craig and Susan   

ATTENTION:   
     United Methodist Women 
Our next Wednesday morning 
UMW Circle will be December 
2nd at 10:00 A.M. in the Fire-
side Room.  Please note the 
difference in the date. There is 
no Circle in November.  We combine our  
November and December meetings. This is 
our Christmas meeting and those that are 
able are asked to bring their favorite Christ-
mas treat to share with the group.  We also 
ask that you bring a small gift to exchange 
(not more than $3.00)Thank you to Kathy  
Jacobsen and Nola Price for their delicious 
refreshments at our October meeting.  If you 
have any questions please call Charlotte 
Cresswell at 233-6852.  Don’t forget to put us 
on your calendars!   

22nd Annual Blanket Drive Kicks Off 
The 22nd Annual Community Blanket Drive has started.  Sponsored by the Portneuf Valley 

Interfaith Fellowship the drive runs through December 13th.  The purpose of the drive is two-

fold: to collect blankets for distribution locally and to raise funds to purchase blankets  

to be disbursed in the United States and throughout the world by Church World Service.   

     New and clean, good quality used blankets are being collected.  In turn they will be  

distributed to:  The Salvation Army, St. Vincent DePaul Mission, Aid for Friends, and 

SEICAA.   

     The money donated to Church World Service purchases high quality wool blankets to be 

distributed throughout the world.  The blankets provided by Church World Service serve as a 

resource with many uses.  In times of great catastrophes these blankets serve many purposes.  

One blanket can serve in one day as a suitcase, a tarp for shade or shelter, and a warming tool.  

Blankets serve as a staple item for people displaced by natural disasters, famine, poverty, and 

political unrest.  Each gift of $5.00 purchases one of these wool blankets. 

     Please bring your blankets to the church and leave in the Narthex  
  

Come Play Pinochle with Us! 
Saturday, November 7th 

 at 7:00pm  
in the Fireside Room 

Everyone is invited to  join us 
for fun, food  

and  fellowship. 
Bring a friend (or 2) 

Reminder 
One Service– November 1st 11:00am 

In the Sanctuary 
On the first Sunday of each month we 
meet together for one service in the  
Sanctuary to celebrate communion and All 
Saints Day  This service will be held at 
11:00am.  Sunday school will be held at 
9:45 as usual.   
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Suite 212 Concert  
Everyone is invited to a flute choir concert 
to be held in the Sanctuary on Tuesday,   

November 10th, at  
7:00 pm. Our own Kathy  
Albano is in “Suite 212.”  
The concert will consist of 
several small ensemble 
groups along with some 

numbers by all members of the group.  They 
will be sharing all kinds of music - from 
popular to classical.  Come and enjoy this 
wonderful gift of music. 

Pastor’s Discretionary Update 

We have been blessed to be able help so many individuals and families this year through the Pas-
tor’s Discretionary Fund.  With people getting laid off from their job and new jobs hard to find this 
has been a hard summer for many.  With your generosity we have been able to help 55 people 
since May 2015 with gas for their cars ($366.02), utilities ($330.85) rent payments ($723.48), and 
medical bills ($90.85).  We have given out food boxes and Bags of Hope to many families and also 
sent people to Aid for Friends for gas vouchers.   

But our funds are running very low.  We have $31.87 in the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  We are 
asking for your help in replenishing this account so we may continue helping others in need.  
Please mark your check or envelope “Pastor’s Discretionary” so your contribution will be put in the 
right account.  Just a reminder, the first Sunday of every month we take a special offering for the 
Pastor's Discretionary Fund.  Green envelopes are provided in the bulletin, or you can put your do-
nation in the baskets that are placed at the front of the Sanctuary.  

Thank you in advance for help and generosity. 

 

 

 

Pianist for Sunday School 
Our Sunday School program is looking for a 

pianist to accompany them on their music.  It 

is from 9:45am to 10:05am every Sunday 

morning downstairs in room #21.  Please con-

tact Charlotte Cresswell 233-6852 or see her at 

church if you would be willing to help.   

Thank You for Your Help! 
On October 24th our 

church provided lunch 

to 45 people at the  

Salvation Army.  Thank 

you all who donated 

your time and food.   

Fall Festival 
November 21st 

Watch the bulletin  
for more information 

Winter Wonderland 
December 5th  9:00am-6:00pm 

Fundraiser for  
Wesley Foundation at ISU  

          Items are needed.  Please contact  
          Danette at 221-5380.  The youth will  
          have chili for sale as a fundraiser for  
               their activities.   
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Administrative Council Minutes 

October 21, 2015 
 

Members present:  Roberta Turner, Michael Scarlett, Kay Flowers, Roger Boe, Roger Hanson, Iris Mayer, and Thomas Holmes.  

Opening devotional and prayer were offered by Roberta Turner. 

Minutes from the September meeting were in the October Tower.  No changes made. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Worship:  plans for  All Saints Sunday (Nov. 1, 2015), Stewardship program, and Hanging of the Greens are moving for -

ward.  Michael Scarlett and Roger Boe will be co-preaching on November 1, 2015.  The church will be decorated for Advent/

Christmas after services on November 22, 2015. 

 

Missions:  they have several fund raising events in progress or  being planned.  There is a tree in the nar thex for  people to 

donate gloves, socks, etc., for the Bags of Hope.  The Angel Tree will be available in the middle of November for gifts for children 

of women who are incarcerated.  The community breakfast and clothes closet are going well.  Plans are being made to start a fund 

raiser to help support mission activities, called “Money for Millie,” in which pocket change will be collected once a month.  Millie 

Carey, who was an active member of the missions committee for several years, recently passed away.  Roger Boe also reported that 

he and Donna recently attended the World Parliament of Religions in Salt Lake City for 5 days. 

 

United Methodist Men (UMM):  they meet once a week at Butterbur r ’s. 

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC):  they have set the minister ’s salary for  2016 at the minimum.  Next year  Michael 

will be eligible for a bonus in recognition of 10 years of service in the ministry (time serving in other denominations is counted to-

ward that). 

 

Trustees:  open for  new members (women are welcome!).  The concrete awning over  the TLC entrance has been removed 

due to potential safety issues.  It weighed 43,000 pounds.  A sheet metal awning will replace that.  There was discussion about a 

recent accessibility audit.  Results will be presented at the Charge Conference on November 4, 2015, at 7:00 PM.  Roger Boe volun-

teered to research further information on how to make the church more accessible for those with mobility restrictions.  Roger Han-

son reported that we have 12 furnaces in the church which are all about 30 years old.  They have been repaired as needed, but will 

eventually need to be replaced, at a cost of about $3500 each. 

 

Finance:  Consecration Sunday will be on November  15, 2015.  There will be one service, with a potluck to follow.  Turkey 

and potatoes will be provided.   Lynda Montgomery and Marky Essinger are coordinating the event.  Pledge cards will be mailed 

with a letter to all members the beginning of November.  Work on the budget process will begin in November.  This month the com-

mittee approved paying 125% of apportionments.  100% of apportionments were paid in September, but we are still 77% behind for 

the year.  Total revenue as of 10/15/2015 was $155,166.44 (80.94% of budget for the year).  Total expenses were $150,885.86 

(67.44% of budget for the year). 

 

Pastor:  r eviewed activities for  September  and October .  Michael has met a group of people who play “Pickleball.”  There 

was discussion about using our gym for community members to play once a week as part of our outreach.  Roger Hanson will check 

availability with TLC schedule.  Wesley House will be holding their “Christmas in October” event in the church gym on Tuesday, 

October 27th, from 5:30-8:00 PM.  Roe Boe volunteered to use the church van to transport people from Wesley House to the church 

as needed. 

 

The meeting was closed with Michael Scarlett offering the closing prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roberta Turner, Administrative Council chairperson 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  9:45-Sunday School 
  9:45-Coffee Hour  
11:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 

2 
Office Closed 
  5:30– SPRC– CR 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Ellen Ryan 

3 
9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  
  6:30-Missions-CR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing– Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Charge Conf.–    
     Chapel 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
10:00-Cong. Care-FR 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-Oelwein RM     

 7:00-Volleyball–  
        Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

6 
  4:00-Girl Scouts-    
    Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Emily White 

7 
 

  7:00-Pinochle– 
Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Kathi Warr 

8 

 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Debbie & Stephen Wheeler 

9 
Office Closed 
  5:30-Wesley Board- 
    Conference Room 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
  7:00-Suite 212 
Concert– Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
9:00-3:00-Wool    
  Club-FR 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-FinanceCR      

12 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS-RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

Happy Birthday 
Henry Moran 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
CONSECRATION SUNDAY 

 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 
12:00-All Church Potluck 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Ruth Eastman 

16 
Office Closed 
 6:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Debbie Wheeler 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Phil & Ruth Eastman 

17 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Bill McDonald 

18 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Administrative  
         Board-CR     

 
 
 

 Happy Birthday 
Pat Burkhart 

19 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

 Happy Birthday 
Rachel Phillips 

20 
  4:00-Girl Scouts-    
    Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Floyd Anderson 

21 

Fall 

Festival 

 
 
 

22 
7:30-10:00 Community  
         Breakfast 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
Happy Birthday 
Nancy McCoy 

23 
Office Closed 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Jennifer Groom 

24  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
Happy Birthday 
Katie Leishman 
Mary Leishman 
May Leishman 

 26 
 
Office  
  Closed 

 
6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 

27 
Office Closed 

28 
 

29 
  
 
 
 
8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

Happy Birthday 
Anne Marie Phillips 

30 
Office Closed 
  6:00-Fencing–Gym 

    OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference       
   Room 
CH– Chapel 

November 

2015 
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Office Hours 

Tuesday-Friday  

9:15am-4:00pm 

Closed for lunch noon to 1:00pm 

You may contact us by phone at  

(208) 232-1353 

office@pocatelloumc.org  
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group meets 

at ButterBurr’s  every Thursday 

morning at 6:30 am for meditations 

and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877)  

for more information   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 

Daylight savings time ends this Sunday,  
November 1st so set your clocks back one 
hour!  One more hour of sleep...Yeah!!! 

Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers. 

Daniel & Edith Hong 
Pastor Saeed Abedini-to be  
   released from Iranian prison 
Carol Ryan Edgekoski- 
   continued healing  
Vano Kalembe Kiboko-political  
   prisoner in Democratic Republic of  
   Congo/for his ministry 
Kym Branson-healing 
Joe-help with finances 
Bobbe Vagell-continued prayers 
Helen & Dave Garnett  
 (Arleigh Morton’s parents)- 
   for strength & healing 
Sean– pray he can get the  
   device for his stomach 

Bill Branson-strength & better health 
Sylvia Yerty– battling breast cancer 
Annie Huth-recovering from a stroke 
John Vander Brook-trying new cancer  
   treatment 
Lois Kelly– recovering from a fall 
Katy Katzenstein-help with anxiety  
   and depression 
Mark Hurlburt– pancreatic cancer 
Kathy Rawsom 
Sandy Essinger Hileman—recovering  
   from heart attack & bypass surgery 
Jason-keep him safe 
Safe travel for family in NC to Alabama 
Davey Lefler (pastor of CUMC)- starting 
   chemo 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

