
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   
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F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

OCTOBER 2015  

It’s the whole speck and log thing. It’s the one finger pointing out and three pointing back at me. 
It’s a known issue in thousands, shoot—probably tens of thousands of churches, but for some reason 
no one does too much of anything about it. We talk about how much it causes problems and keeps 
the local expression of the body of Christ broken and fragmented. Slander and gossip in the various 
guises they take are passive killers, like carbon monoxide quietly leaking into a closed room. 
 
I confess, I have actively participated in conversations about someone who has done something or 
hasn’t done something. When in a group with others having that conversation, the experience seems 
to unite us, to bring a sense of solidarity because we express our feelings and frustration about said 
person (or persons). When that particular group of persons get together, it isn’t long before the con-
versation turns to the Persons (that’s their name now), and the situation is relived, re-experienced. 
In some of those conversations we’ve talked about how Persons talks about other people and how it 
isn’t right. And therein lies the paradox (self-contradiction): participating in a practice that we our-
selves condemn for others. Ahh, but we are justified in our actions, or so we easily convince our-
selves. 
 
I read the quotation below and it’s what stemmed this reflection. It’s from a writing from the 1st or 
2nd Century A.D. by the Shepherd of Hermas, who addresses situations like these with bold words, 
words that are like fingernails on a chalkboard. 
 

“Be humble and innocent, and you will be like the children who don’t know the wickedness 
that ruins men’s lives. First, then, speak evil of no one, nor listen with pleasure to anyone who 
speaks evil of another. But if you listen and believe the slander which you hear, you will partic-
ipate in the sin of him who speaks evil. For believing it, you will also have something to say 
against your brother [or sister]. Therefore, you will be guilty of the sin of him who slanders. 
Slander is evil and an unsteady demon. It never abides in peace, but always remains in conflict. 
(italics mine) Keep yourself from it, and you will always be at peace with everyone. Put on a 
holiness that will not offend with wickedness, but whose actions are all steady and joyful. Prac-
tice goodness.” 

 

Most of the time I think the stuff we fill those conversations with are petty and small, or a misunder-

standing of something said or done. It shows how shallow the friendships really are. Sometimes I see 

it, sometimes I don’t. A chain is no stronger than its weakest link—If I’m really honest with myself, 

sometimes I’m the weakest link. 

 
(cont. next page) 

From Our Pastor 
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From Our Pastor, cont. 

CHRISTMAS IN OCTOBER  

Tuesday, October 27th  
5:30pm—8:00pm in the Gym 

Come and celebrate Christmas in October 

with the ISU Wesley Foundation.   We will 
have turkey with potatoes and gravy.  
Please bring a side dish or dessert to 
share. Please call Danette for more  
 info 208-221-5380. 

But “love covers a multitude of sins.” My prayer is that I willfully perceive those conversations for 
what they are—evil, and speak grace into them, instead of contributing to the fragmentation and 
downward spiral experienced in so many congregations. I want to be a part of a loving community 
that nurtures deep friendship, loyalty, respect, and Godly love. And the Holy Spirit will guide us if 
we open ourselves, soften our hearts to allow his corrective grace. And in that correction I am be-
ing reshaped in the image of Christ and he continues to make me holy. My light that shined dimly 
is rekindled, to the glory of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
“But to do good and communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is pleased to dwell.”  
           Hebrew 13.16 
 
Michael 

tel:208-221-5380
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Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers. 

Jerry Olson & Family on the  
   death of Glenna 
Daniel & Edith Hong 
Pastor Saeed Abedini-to be  
   released from Iranian prison 
Carol Ryan Edgekoski- 
   continued healing  
Vano Kalembe Kiboko- 
   political prisoner in  
   Democratic Republic of  
   Congo/for his ministry 
Bobbe Vagell-continued prayers 
Kym Branson-healing 
Helen & Dave Garnett  
   (Arleigh Morton’s parents)- 
   for strength & healing 
Chris Johnson– healing 

Janet Stout– badly broken  
   leg requiring surgery 
Sylvia Yerty– battling breast  
   cancer 
Jolene & David Lyon– healing 
   after suregery 
Annie Huth-recovering from a  
   stroke 
Ruth Dyer– traveling 
John Vander Brook-cancer  
   has spread/trying radiation 
Marv McCall-helping his  
   daughter Jennie move 
Lois Kelly– recovering from a fall 
Katy Katzenstein-help with 
   anxiety & depression 

Bill Branson-p strength &  
   better health 
Austin– health 
Jennie-safety 
Vicky Jernigan-healing 
Families in Kamiah, ID   
Sean– pray he can get the  
   device for his stomach 
Kim-help with finance for  
   prosthetic leg 
Refugees fleeing the violence  
   in Africa and Middle East 
Beverly-loss of family  
   member1 yr. after loss  
   of husband 
Joe-losing his house because  
   of divorce 

Women’s Early Morning Study 
Attention Ladies!  Are you an early riser?  Do you enjoy a good bible study?   

You can do both with our group that meets at ButterBurr’s Restaurant 917  

Yellowstone at 6:30am on Thursday mornings.  All women are welcome.  For  

further information contact Kathy Grumbein at 251-4899.   

 

 

 

 

 

ISU Wesley Foundation Fundraiser 
We will be having a fundraiser December 5th in the gym here at PFUMC.  We will have tables you can buy 

and then bring new and/or used items to sell.  This can be anything from craft items to clothing to 

baked/food items.  You can keep the proceeds or donate a percentage to Wesley Foundation.  Watch for 

more information in the November Tower.    
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Attention- All Women 
Our Wednesday UMW Circle will meet 
Wednesday, October 28th at 
10:00am  in the Fireside 
Room.  All women are  
invited to join us for  
refreshments, fellowship and a program.  
Thank you to Roger Boe for a very  
interesting program at our last meeting 
and Nancy Kell and Lori Vaughn for the  
delicious refreshments.   
      For questions, please call Charlotte 
Cresswell, 233-6852. 

Hello from the Wesley House here in Pocatello! 

 

The seasons are changing. Autumn is in the air and is officially here. It is always a 

good time of year for me, the beginning of a school year. I am always glad to get 

back into the school routine. 

 

Our campus ministry is back in full swing for this school year. The past month has 

brought back the students who have been here regularly and some new kids as well. 

One student who was on the fringe of our group last year, Kam, has broken out of 

his shyness. He told me he has decided to socialize more and get to know people and their beliefs better. 

 

Kam and I have discussed world religions and our own Christian faith. He has visited many of the houses of 

worship here in Pocatello including the Muslim mosque. That Kam is a kind and caring man! It is always good 

to see him at the Wesley House. 

 

In the Holy Bible, a verse in Ecclesiastes says, "To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose 

under Heaven." This school season may the Light of Christ continue to shine in and outside of the Wesley 

House. May students such as Kam be bold in their relationships with The Lord and people here on Earth. 

 

Enjoying the seasons of life that God gives us with you, 

Danette Frederiksen 

Campus Coordinator for Wesley Foundation at Idaho State U. 

 

P.S. Please feel free to join in on our CHRISTMAS IN OCTOBER on October 27th in the gym at the Pocatello 

UMC. We'll have a turkey dinner with all the fixin's! 

BIRTHDAYS 
October 1 John Frost 
                 3  Sharolyn Belzer 
                     Grant Kosmicki 
                 4  Danette Frederiksen 
                 5  Lori Vaughn 
                 7  Oscar Bambolo 
                 8  Michael Wilson 
               10  Megan Perryman 
               11  Steve (J R) Wheeler 
               12  Blaise Bambolo 
               19  Edith Hong 
               22  Barbara Bain 
                     Judy Harveston 
               23  Shirley Barrow 
                      Brayden Smith 
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Administrative Council Minutes 

September 16, 2015 
 

Members present:  Roberta Turner, Michael Scarlett, Dick Hill, Kay Flowers, Roger Boe. 

Opening prayer was offered by Roberta Turner. 

Minutes from the August meeting were not available for review. 

 

Pastor:  Administration Board Repor t reviewed.  Discussion about pastoral calls to shut-ins and desire to 

create a group of lay people to assist Michael.  He and Roger are looking to develop a new ministry to focus 

our attention and efforts towards those with disabilities.  Stewardship sermon series will begin in October and 

coincide with Consecration Sunday.  Michael will be attending the October Walk to Emmaus in our church 

and will be finding a speaker for October 4th to cover him.  He will also be attending the Bishop’s Forum in 

Vancouver, OR, the last week of October.  Marvin McCall will speak during the first service.  Speaker still 

needed for the second service.  Roger Boe and Michael will be co-preaching a message together on All Saints 

Sunday (November 1). 

 

Missions:  Roger  Boe presented a mission moment last Sunday.  Bags of Hope (cost about $10 to put to-

gether).  Jane Wyndham is in charge.  Fred Meyer – linking rewards card to our church provides funds for mis-

sions.  We have already received a check for $42.  Doris Autenreith is in charge of this program.  Angel Tree 

program will be coming up to help provide Christmas gifts to children of incarcerated women.  Community 

Breakfast is going well.  150 people were fed in July and 107 in August.  Jeff Hill continues to do an awesome 

job with the Clothes Closet.  Roger taught at Mission U this summer on people with disabilities (Alzheimer’s, 

etc.).  He will be making a presentation to the United Methodist Women (UMW) next week.  There is nothing 

in our conference that addresses people with disabilities.  Kay Flowers offered to see if ISU students in occu-

pational therapy could help with an ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) audit to see what we would need 

to do to make our church building more accessible. 

 

Education:  there are plans for  the committee to meet with Michael to discuss ideas for  programs.  The 

Fireside adult Sunday school class has started and Ada Hamilton study, called “Revival,” about John Wesley.  

Helpers needed in children’s Sunday school to be compliant with Safe Sanctuary policy.  We will see about 

training for Safe Sanctuary as needed.  If they have more teachers they can do a rotation so there is no long 

term commitment.  We need at least 6 teachers.  Right now the classes include:  pre-school, K-2, grades 3-5, 

and grades 6-12.  We are also looking at a process for checking in the children for safety. 

 

Worship:  the sound board in the chapel is broken.  James Frost is looking into options. Blue Chr istmas 

– additional service tentatively planned for December 21st, since it is the longest night of the year.  It will be a 

service for those who have lost loved ones and find the holidays difficult.  All Saints Sunday is November 1st.  

There will be a single service with communion, since it is the first Sunday of the month.  The possibility of 

updating the sanctuary to include audio-visual capabilities was discussed. 

 

The meeting was closed with Michael Scarlett offering prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Roberta Turner, Administrative Council chairperson 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference Rm. 
CH– Chapel 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 4:00-Men’s Walk to  
   Emmaus 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-Oelwein RM 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

Happy Birthday 
John Frost 

2 

Walk to Emmaus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
Walk to Emmaus 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Sharolyn Belzer 
Grant Kosmicki 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
Walk to Emmaus Ends    
  9:45– Acolyte Class 
  9:45-Sunday School 
  9:45-Coffee Hour  
11:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Danette Frederiksen 

5 
Office Closed 
  5:30– SPRC– CR 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Lori Vaughn 

6 
9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  
  6:30-Missions-CR 
  7:00-Volleyball–  
        Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing– Gym 
  7:00-Trustees–CR 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 

Oscar Bambolo 

8 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 4:00-Women’s Walk  
      to Emmaus 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-Oelwein RM 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

 Happy Birthday 
Michael Wilson 

9 
Walk to Emmaus 
 

 

10 
Walk to Emmaus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Megan Perryman 

11 

 Walk to Emmaus Ends 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
Happy Birthday 
Steve Wheeler 

12 
Office Closed 
  5:30-Wesley Board- 
    Conference Room 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Blaise Bambolo 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

14 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
9:00-3:00-Wool    
  Club-Fireside 
Room  
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-FinanceCR      
 

15 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS-RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

16 
  4:00-Girl Scouts-    
    Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
Office Closed 
 7:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Edith Hong 

 

20 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-Ad Board-CR      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
  6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

Happy Birthday 
Barbara Bain 

Judy Harveston 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Shirley Barrow 
Brayden Smith 

24 
8:00am-5:00pm- 
 Walk to Emmaus- 
    FR/Gym/Kitchen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
7:30-10:00 Community  
         Breakfast 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 

26 
Office Closed 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

27   

5:30– Wesley  
   Foundation  

     Christmas  
     in October –Gym 

 
 
 
 

28 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00-United  
  Methodist Women- 
    Fireside Room 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 

 

 29 
 6:30A-Women’s  
   Fellowship–  
       ButterBurr’s 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

30 31 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group meets 

at ButterBurr’s  every Thursday 

morning at 6:30 am for meditations 

and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877)  

for more information   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

