
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   

THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

SEPTEMBER 2015  

September 13th 
8:30am– Rejoice Service in the Chapel 

   Our Rejoice Service is a Contemporary Service with a more relaxed  
   atmosphere.  Music is accompanied by guitars and electric piano and  
   our Rejoice Singers. 

   

9:45am– Sunday School 
   We have Sunday School classes for ages pre-school through adult.  The  
   kids Sunday school classes meet altogether in Room 21 to sing songs  
   and then go to their classrooms.  We have 2 Adult classes.  The first meets  
   in the Fireside Room and the second meets in the Conference Room.   
   We have a class for everyone! 

 

11:00am– Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 
   Our Traditional Service is held in our Sanctuary and utilizes the United  
   Methodist Hymnal, the electric organ and Baby Grand Piano for our hymns  
   and music.  Our Chancel Choir sings each Sunday. 
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From Our Pastor 

Stories shape the world around us. They give us a metaphor for how we understand life. They serve as a 

way of narrating our worldview—the way we look at the world. Each of us, for the most part, grew up in a 

family. We have stories of Christmases past and summer vacation fiascos. We have stories of lost loves and 

broken hearts; stories of school days; camping trips with ghost stories and S’mores. We have stories of triumph 

and failure.  

 Stories serve as a way to remind us of who we are. Like trail markers or lighted buoys, when we look 

back over our lives, stories remind us of where we’ve been in our life journey. When we get together with fam-

ily during the holidays, how many times have we stayed up into the early hours of the morning rehashing and 

reliving the funniest family foibles? Stories—for the most part—are rooted in a community or family.  

 We, the church of North America, have a story. It’s a story that isn’t finished—it’s still being written. 

Some have even tried giving this unfinished story a name: “Acts 29,” the continuing and unfolding story of 

God’s Spirit empowering God’s people for mission in the world. To look back at what God has done through-

out these 2000 years and how the gospel has spread around the globe—I’d say that is a pretty good name for 

this chapter. 

 Because this story is unfinished, there have been some who have begun telling a different kind of story 

to the church. They started out with just a few in number who listened. Now, it seems that these storytellers are 

the ones that more and more people are gravitating towards today. 

 Their story is one of tragedy; theirs is one of a love that was lost. It goes something like this.  

Our society and culture once really loved us so.  

But now we’re seen as trivial; they said, “you gotta go.”  

And so we then had found ourselves being booted to the curbs— 

to the ghettos of society—so, we relocated to the burbs.  

We began to circle the wagons, afraid of what they’d say.  

Traditionalists vs Secular Progressives was the topic of the day.  

We looked around and saw that our pews are way less full.  

So we marketed the gospel with giveaways and bull.  

Whatever works, whatever flies, whatever draws a crowd.  

Lights, video, and a guitar band was added,  

nearly everything was allowed.  

 The whole time though, a story was told,  

a narrative so brash and loud, it really was quite bold.  

“We have to gain our place again, back to the center of society.  

We’re the conscience of our culture and they’ll burn eternally.  

So, fight and yell and argue we did, to get people’s attention.  

“The way to claim the center again is through political action.”  

Yet the more we try, the harder we work, it seems they push away. 

 Though we’re trying to be appealing,  

we’re still held pretty much at bay.  

 The trouble in the world today is only a sign of the times. 

  Soon Jesus will come back and take us away from all this slime. 

 The reason that the world is mean, against Christ and us all, 

Is because the end is very near--we’re waiting for the  

trumpet call. 

We’ve got to keep the wagons circled. They’re seeking to destroy.  

  But we’re about out of gimmicks and other ideas to employ.  

If only they would listen, if only they would see.  

 We’d tell them they need God in their lives to be  

successful, wealthy and happy you see? 
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From Our Pastor, contd. 

Because the church in North America had been pretty comfortable at the center of society, it is now 

trying to find its bearings in its new location. It’s not one of power and influence. It’s not one of popularity or 

one that is eagerly sought. But as has-beens, out-of-date and out-of-touch, the church today increasingly finds 

herself on the margins of society and culture.  

We, in the Church, remember “the good old days” and many desperately desire for us to go back to the 

way things were. In our longing for how things “used to be” we have forgotten the story that has become the 

fabric of our lives and has the power to shape us today.  

Tragedies have a way of bringing family together. We mourn, we cry, we console one another. We re-

member the good times and it helps us get through the dark times.  

But for us—the Church—as we come to terms with our new status in the North American cultural land-

scape, as we come together to remember our stories, we can return to the deeper story. We can be reminded of 

the mysterious and enfolding story of our lives together. 

Some grand narratives begin, “A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away…,”  Some great stories begin 

with, “Once upon a time.” Our great story—the one that gives profound meaning to our lives—begins this 

way, “In the beginning, when Yahweh created the heavens and the earth…” This is our story. This is the story 

of stories. It’s the one we’ve built our lives around. It’s one that we’re very familiar with, but one that alludes 

us more than we realize.  

It’s a story of love, of beauty, of tragedy. A story of redemption and second chances. A story of new 

life and resurrection. We’re all very familiar about these aspects of our great story—the story of God. But 

there are deeper waters of this story that we’re called to swim in. 

Much like the Hebrews in the Old Testament, and the early Christians of the first centuries Anno 

Domini, we find ourselves as a people in a strange land. We are without a home. Society and culture seems 

more and more to be against us.  

But, the place that the Church finds herself in isn’t new. While it may be new (and uncomfortable) to 

us, the Church has been here before. For three hundred years the church cut its teeth on receiving persecution. 

Our grafted history to our Jewish roots reminds us that God’s people were slaves for four hundred years, wan-

dered in wilderness for forty, and the southern kingdom of Judah was exiled for nearly fifty years. God’s peo-

ple have been here before. 

This social and cultural upheaval can serve us best by helping us return to God’s story. The sweeping 

narrative of God’s love for God’s creation reminds us of who we are as God’s beloved creation, and the role 

we’re called to play in his story. As God’s people the heart of who we are and what we do as God’s people 

should be firmly cemented to God’s story. The reason for worship, the reason for discipleship or Christian for-

mation, the reason for hospitality and welcome, the reason for service and ministry—they all are rooted in 

God’s story. God’s great story is known best under the title Missio Dei, the mission of God. 

God has been on mission to redeem this beloved creation. Our great story reminds us that at the end of 

each day of creation God looked and said it was good. It wasn’t just with the pinnacle of creation—

humankind—that God said, “It is good.” The theology of John’s gospel tells us that God loves the cosmos—

the whole universe—that God gave the Son for. And in his Son through the power and presence of the Holy 

Spirit God continues this ministry of reconciliation, bringing together that which sin had separated. God is re-

storing the broken relationship between God and humanity, humanity to itself, humanity and the earth, and 

each one’s relationship to one’s self by recreating us in the image of Christ. 

As Christ followers, baptized into his death and resurrection, we are brought up into life with God, the 

fellowship God has as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. As members of God’s family, doing life in the way of Je-

sus, we are being molded into Christlikeness—having his heart, his eyes, his hands, his arms of welcome and 

love. Through the Spirit we join God in this mission of reconciling the world.  
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From Our Pastor, contd. 

This is the deep and mysterious narrative of Christian worship. But sadly this story is being        

silenced. Worship becomes a whole lot less. But the deep roots of Christian worship remind us week in 

and week out who we are, and whose we are. We are reminded that we gather weekly in the name of 

Christ because God has called us; and we respond. We sing our worship to remind us of just how great our 

God is and what God has done in Jesus. We celebrate together the presence of the risen Christ among us 

through the Holy Spirit.  

Through our gathering we are readied to hear another part of God’s story. We hear from the full 

scope of Scripture—Old and New Testament—of how God has acted on behalf of his people and the 

world. We hear God’s good news proclaimed in through the word and sermon. In this we see how God   

has acted. And again, we are compelled to respond. Through giving our thanks, through prayers, through 

giving financially as a symbol of our gratitude for what God has done for us, the celebration of God’s 

good news imaged for us in Eucharist, we respond to God’s gracious love.  

As God feeds us through word and table, we are refreshed, empowered through grace, to go back 

out into the world to live out this story that we’ve just re-membered. God calls us not to stay in the sanctu-

ary, but to become a sort of sanctuary in our world. We are commissioned to go into the world that is       

re-imaged for us as a mission field. We are emissaries of Christ, his ambassadors of God’s kingdom. This 

is why we’re called to be salt and light. Using the Old Testament metaphor, we are the priests of God’s 

kingdom, pointing those around us to God’s gracious rule and reign. 

Being filled again with God’s grace through word and sacrament, and rehearsing God’s story with 

God’s people, we are sent out to live that story, to actualize it in our day-to-day world. It’s the story that 

shapes us. It’s the reason we do discipleship and seek to be formed into Christ’s people through spiritual  

disciplines. This story is so much more powerful than the story that is being told in many of our 

churches today…the one of retreat, of circling the wagons, of the end is coming soon.  

Church, remember who you are. Remember whose you are. Remember this great story that God is 

whispering to us through the Holy Spirit. It’s the story that lives and dances in the hearts and lives of those 

who are leaning into God’s in-breaking kingdom. This is our way forward in troubling times. This is our 

way in the margins of society and culture. It’s the way of God in Jesus through the power and presence of 

the Holy Spirit.  

Perhaps the pushing to the curb was what we needed to recover our own story…the deeper       

mysterious story that shapes our world. Perhaps we needed this re-orienting to re-discover anew God’s 

beautiful and redeeming story of love and mission. It’s your story. It’s our story. It’s God’s story. This is 

the deep waters of grace and love. It’s deep waters of mission and redemption. It’s out where Jesus is 

swimming. He walked on water, so we don’t have to worry about drowning. And even if we do, we’ll find 

ourselves covered in the deep waters of love and grace and mercy and compassion and justice and mission 

and goodness and peace and joy and wholeness.  

It’s God’s story. And it’s the story for the whole cosmos. What do you say? You want to go    

swimming? 

 Michael 
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Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers. 

Glenna and Gerry Olson 
Daniel & Edith Hong 
Pastor Saeed Abedini-to be released from Iranian prison 
Carol Ryan Edgekoski-continued healing  
Vano Kalembe Kiboko-political prisoner in Democratic  
   Republic of Congo/for his ministry 
Bobbe Vagell-continued prayers 
Helen & Dave Garnett (Arleigh Morton’s parents)-for  
   strength & healing 
Laura-healing from cancer 
John Dingman-recovery from surgery 
Kym Branson-had surgery August 26th 

Bill Branson-p strength & better health 
Chris Johnson– healing 
Austin– health 
Jennie-safety 
Vicky Jernigan-healing 
Families in Kamiah, ID   
Sean– pray he can get the device for his stomach 
Kim-help with finance for prosthetic leg 
Firefighters and the victims of the fires 
Refugees fleeing the violence in Africa & Middle East 
Beverly-loss of family member1 yr. after loss of husband 
Joe-losing his house because of divorce 

Chancel Choir 

Practice Begins 

Thursday,  

September 10th 

7:30pm 

In the Choir Room 

Downstairs 

Attention- All Women 

We hope your summer was a 
good one.  Our Wednesday 

UMW Circle is ready to begin meeting for the 
coming year.  All women are invited to join 
us Wednesday, September 23rd at 10:00am  
in the Fireside Room.  Please put us on your 
calendar, and bring a friend!  Come for     
refreshments, fellowship and a program by  
Roger Boe .   

 For questions, please call Charlotte 
Cresswell, 233-6852. 
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Do you know the names of the people sitting around you?   
Help us to build a tool that will put names with faces.   

Be a part of our new family picture directory program–  

we need YOU to make our new family album complete! 

 

Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and free directory for 

participating!  You can schedule your photography session online by going to 

our website starting Monday, August 31st and clicking the link.  We will also 

take reservations each Sunday between services or you can call the church  

office.    

 

The dates and times are October 14th, 15th, 16th-1:00-8:00pm; October 17th– 10:00am-5:00pm.   

 

There are several programs that you can take advantage of if you decide to purchase portraits.  

With our annual blanket drive coming up if you bring a blanket with to your appointment you 

will receive $5.00 coupon towards your purchase, everyone who has their picture taken will 

receive $10.00 off and there is a 20% discount for seniors and first responders (firefighters,  

police and ambulance personnel).     

Greetings from the Wesley House in Pocatello! 
Some of you may know this, and some of you may not, I actually live at the Wesley House at 836 East Carter. 

Yes. I have dwelt there for nearly ten years!  Imagine that… me… Settled in at the Wesley House and working 

in campus ministry for ten years! That seems like a lot for me because I am usually a “rolling stone.”  On the 

other hand, I am a home body and like to be settled in and hunkered down. A consistent dwelling place is a 

true comfort.  

 Psalm 84,“a psalm of the sons of Korah,” is a hymn of thanks and praise to the living God.  It begins 

with “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD.” God’s status as “strength and shield’ are proclaimed in 

this Psalm. It is such a good passage; one I dwell upon often as I  give the LORD thanks for an Earthly home 

(a dwelling place-pun intended). I also look ahead to my Heavenly Home and sing along with a contemporary 

song, “Better is One Day.” This song includes phrases from Psalm 84: “Better is one day in Your courts.  

Better is one day in Your house. Better is one day in Your courts than thousands elsewhere.” With a goal and 

reward of Heaven in mind, that song on my lips, and God’s Spirit living in me, I continue on at the Wesley 

House. It is a haven for many people. As a new school semester begins, I seek the Lord for added anointing 

there. 

 Just before I sat down to type this, I represented Wesley House at the Student Involvement Fair at the 

Student Union Building at Idaho State U.  Many organizations were there advertising their groups.  It’s always 

fun to see how very individualized groups reach out to a diverse population (geared to the new students). Our 

student club president, Alex Deatherage, was helping “represent” and got excited. He didn’t just stay at our 

booth, he decided to take some flyers and walk around to hand them out. What courage! That is way out of my 

comfort zone. Alex follows the Lord who is “a sun and shield” and who “will give grace and glory,” (quotes 

from Psalm 84: 11). It was so good to see Alex excited to invite others to the Wesley House! That is a true 

sharing of faith. Psalm 84:12 states, “Blessed is the man who trusts in You!”   Blessed is Alex and each of us 

who do trust in the LORD! 

 As usual, I ask for your prayers on behalf of the work at the Wesley House.  We have a school year in 

front of us with an open door to those who seek a place of peace.  THANK YOU for the prayers and support of 

other kinds. Stop in and dwell upon the goodness of God at the Wesley House sometime soon.   

Serving the Lord of hosts with you, I am your sister in Christ, 

Danette Frederiksen, Campus Coordinator w/ Wesley Foundation @ Idaho State U  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference Rm. 
CH– Chapel 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  
 6:30-Missions-CR 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Tim Leishman 

2 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-Trustees– CR 
 

 

 
 

3 
 1:00-2G4H– FR 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball– Gym 
  
  

 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Colby Belzer 

6 
  9:45-Coffee Hour  
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Will Kosmicki 

7 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 
 

 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Sharon Reynolds 

9 

  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
 9:00-3:00-Wool 
Club-Fireside Room  
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing– Gym 
  7:00-Finance–CR 
 

 
 

10 
 6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball– Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 
  

 
Happy Birthday 
Max Albertson 

11 
 
 
 
 
 6:00-Walk to  
  Emmaus- 
    FR/Gym/Kitchen 
 

Happy Birthday 
Sophie Bambolo 

12 
Walk to Emmaus- 
    FR/Gym/Kitchen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 

 WALK TO EMMAUS 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Henry & Ardith Moran 

14 
Office Closed 
  5:30-Wesley Board- 
    Conference Room 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 
 

 
 
 
 

15 
9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Whitney Hill 

16 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 
  7:00-Ad Board-CR      

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Roger & Donna Boe 

17 
 1:00-2G4H– FR 
 6:00-TOPS-RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 
 

18 
  4:00-Girl Scouts-    
    Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
8:00am-5:00pm- 
 Walk to Emmaus- 
    FR/Gym/Kitchen 

 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
 9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
Office Closed 
 7:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Jim Erikson 

22 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Sue Akersten 

 

23 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00-United  
  Methodist Women- 
    Fireside Room 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 
 

 

24 
  6:00-TOPS– RM 31 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
 7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
 7:30–Chancel Choir- 
Practice– Choir Rm 

  
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
7:30-10:00 Community  
         Breakfast 
 8:30-Rejoice Service- 
     Chapel 
 9:45– Sunday School 
11:00– Worship– Sanct. 

 
Happy Birthday 
Marylene Davis 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Bob & Doris Autenreith 

28 
Office Closed 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Maggie Mann 

 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Fencing–Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Carole Bambolo 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
We are taking a break.  Watch the 

Tower and bulletin for our start 

up time.   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 13  Henry and Ardith Mortan 
        16  Roger and Donna Boe 
        27  Bob and Doris Autenreith 

Sept.  1  Tim Leishman 
         5  Colby Belzer 
         6  Will Kosmicki 
         8  Sharon Reynolds 
       10  Max Albertson 
       11  Sophie Bambolo 
       15  Whitney Hill 
       21  Jim Erikson 
       22  Sue Akersten  
       27  Marylene Davis 
       28  Maggie Mann 
       30  Carol Bambolo 

September 
Birthdays   

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

