
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   
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We often imagine Jesus straight-faced because he came to do such serious work. Yet he 
also enjoyed fun times. One was the wedding celebration at Cana, which had wine in 
abundance. When it ran out, Jesus miraculously produced more -John 2:1-11. 

“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother 

of Jesus was there.2Jesus and his   disciples had also been invited to the 

wedding.3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They 

have no wine.’4And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to 

you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’5His mother said to the  

servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’6Now standing there were six stone 

water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or  

thirty gallons.7Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they 

filled them up to the brim.8He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and 

take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it.9When the steward tasted the 

water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from 

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called 

the bridegroom10and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, 

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you 

have kept the good wine until now.’11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, 

in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in 

him.” 

 

Jesus also welcomed children-Picture Jesus lifting an      infant into the air or tickling a 
giggling youngster while another child, grinning, climbs on his back- Matthew 19:13-15.  
 
“Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The    

disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them;14but Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and    

do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’15And he laid his hands on 

them and went on his way.” 

 
Because summer allows more time for fun and play, use it to teach the kids in your life 
— and to remind yourself — that Jesus came in love so our “joy may be complete” (John 
15:11). Laughing, playing, having fun, relaxing and enjoying life are all part of living as 
faithful disciples. 
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From Our Pastor 

Selective Hearing 

 
I am the third child of four. My oldest sister is eleven years older than I am and was away at university 
in the formative years of my growing up. It was we three younger siblings in the house with mom and 
dad. I could possibly describe my family as active, but that would just be a polite way of saying we were 
loud. 
 
I really enjoyed watching cartoons as I grew up. (If I can make a little confession—I still do!) Because 
our household as “active” it was difficult to hear the TV when everyone was in the house. Telling my 
brother and sister to be quiet didn’t work, so I had to come up with another way to hear Bugs Bunny 
and Foghorn Leghorn. I would concentrate directly on the TV and listen intently for the dialogue coming 
out of the speaker. The other noises and sounds in the house just faded off into the background.  
 
Over time this new special skill developed and worked really well. In fact it worked so well that when a 
family member called for me I had tuned everything out and I didn’t hear them. They’d have to come 
over right to me and either stand between the TV and me or nudge me!  
 
My wife Amy tells me that I still have this selective hearing when I watch TV. She’ll start talking to me 
and if the TV is on my attention sometimes is solely focused on the flickering pixels emanating from the 
screen. It makes her quite upset, and I can understand that, because I see it in my progeny—my oldest 
son seems to be developing that same selective hearing when it comes to TV.  
 
As I pondered this situation with my son it caused me to consider just how else we develop selective 
hearing. Could we develop selective hearing in our relationship with God? The Holy Spirit is active and 
working in our lives, both personally and corporately. Are we intently listening for the “still small voice” 
of God’s Holy Spirit (1 Kings 19.12)? Or do we only listen when it’s convenient? Sometimes we know 
that the Spirit is calling us to hold our tongues, but it “feels so good” just to vent and spew frustrations 
and harsh words about that person. We sense God calling us when we’re tempted by whatever is draw-
ing our attention away, but do we allow the temptation to have our attention more than God?  
 
It takes us having an awareness to be able to work against selective hearing. I have to be aware that 
my wife is in the room and may just want to talk to me when I’m watching TV. I need to teach my four-
year-old son that when he’s watching TV that he needs to “keep an ear out” for mommy and daddy. Je-
sus picked up an image from the prophets of old and used it repeatedly, as the gospel writers show us: 
Those who have ears let them hear.  
 
I challenge you to pray this prayer or one similar: “Lord, help me to tune my ears to hear you and give 
me the grace to respond to your voice.” That’s the other part of this isn’t it? We could be hearing the 
Holy Spirit, but do we have the desire to respond? Our relationship with God is something more than 
just what we do for an hour on Sunday, or even for a bit of time each day when we read Scripture and 
pray. There’s a song in our hymnal that begins, “I can hear my Savior calling” (“Where He Leads Me”, 
UMH 338). My prayer for us is that we, together, can hear God calling us and that we’ll choose to re-
spond in drawing closer to the Lord. There’s much more to our relationship with God if we open our-
selves to God moving and working in our lives to draw us into the likeness of the Son. But we have to 
want it. Can we let go of our selective hearing so that we can re-learn how to listen for the Spirit? With 
God’s help may we say with boldness, “YES!” To the glory of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Michael 
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Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks 

Glenna and Gerry Olson 
Daniel & Edith Hong 
Pastor Saeed Abedini-to be released  
   from Iranian prison 
Carol Ryan Edgekoski-continued healing  
Vano Kalembe Kiboko-political prisoner in  
   Democratic Republic of Congo/for his ministry 
Jeri Savuto (retired missionary)- healing &  
   coping the re-occurrence of her cancer 

Bill & Kim Branson-health issues 
Bobbe Vagell-continued prayers 
Dorothy– pneumonia 
Helen & Dave Garnett (Arleigh Morton’s parents)- 
   for strength & healing 
Sean– health & depressing getting worse 
Laura-healing from cancer 
John Dingman-recovery from surgery 

WESLEY HOUSE update: 
Our Board of Directors has changed a lot and we can use your prayers.  We also have a new advisor to keep us 

connected to the university, as well as new student officers.  Here’s a list of the upcoming leaders for YOUR/ 

OUR campus ministry: 

 Wesley Foundation @ Idaho State U board of directors:  Chair is Dick Stroh; Vice Chair is Kay  

 Flowers; Treasurer is Jamie Ramsayer; Secretary is pending (Would YOU like to be on our board?!?); 

 other and “at large” members of our fun / fine board are: student president Alex D; Paula Coverdale, 

 Mary Kratz and pending a vote to be on board is Phil Burkhart.  Our upcoming ISU advisor is Jesse 

 Kiboko.  We have bylaws stating that we should have 4 to 9 members on the board, so I think we are 

 doing pretty good! 

 

Idaho State U “Wesley HOUSE” student officers are:  President- Alex Deatherage; Vice President - Cody 

Ramsayer; and Secretary/Treasurer – Chantry Speelmon. 

 

It will be a MOST EXCELLENT school year with all of you all on board! 

The Tale of the Missing Vacuum… 
We had a commercial vacuum that is used to vacu-

um our church.  Our custodian, Ann Prusac used it 

Wednesday, July 22nd and after she was finished 

put it back in the custodial closet.  She then came 

on Friday to vacuum and it had walked off.  If any-

one has seen our vacuum please contact the church 

office. 

     In the mean time a member of our congregation 

has purchased a new vacuum for us.  A commercial 

vacuum runs $600.00 but they were able to talk to 

the owners of Jones Sew and Vac and they sold it to 

them for $500.00.  Thank you so much.   

Thank you… 
I would like to thank Lynda Montgomery and Ann 

Prusac for covering the office while I took some 

vacation the week of July 

21st-24th.  This is a volunteer 

job so it was great they could 

take the time to do this for me.  

I had a great time off spending 

time with family and getting a 

few chores done around my 

house.   

 Debbie Wheeler 

 Administrative Assistant 
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United Methodist Women, 
 

 Wow, 149 years in Missions!   

 

From 1869 to 1893, our foremothers organized eight foreign and home  

missionary societies.  The first was the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society  

of The Methodist Episcopal Church and the last was the Woman’s Home  

Missionary Society of the Methodist Protestant Church. 

 

Methodist women have experienced changes in names and in structure but throughout all of the years our  

purpose has remained the same.  Like our predecessors we have had a lifetime of commitment to Christ’s  

mission in the world.  For close to 150 years we have prayed together, raised funds for mission and improved 

the lives of women, children and youth throughout the world. 

 

If you follow the journey of United Methodist Women over the past 149 years, you’ll see the world is a better 

place because of the paths we’ve taken.  Because of us, missionaries at home and abroad have ministered to 

women and children when nobody else would.  United Methodist Women built schools, hospitals, community 

centers, women’s residences, and more to care for women’s and children’s needs.  United Methodist Women 

and our predecessor organizations have advocated for child labor laws, rights of women, and affirmative  

action, racial justice, responsible parenthood, international laws, and cooperation, peace with justice.  And 

through it all, United Methodist Women undergirded their work with prayer and educated themselves and  

others for Christ’s mission in the world. 

 

Lynda Montgomery  

Walk to Emmaus 
The Idaho Walk to Emmaus community will be holding Men and Women's Walk Weekends this fall at the Pocatello 

UMC.  The Men's retreat will be held beginning the evening of Thursday, October 1 through Sunday, October 4.    

The Women's retreat is set for Thursday, October 8 through Sunday, October 11.  Any Christian who desires to attend 

is welcome. 

 

Walk to Emmaus is part of the ministry of the Upper Room.  It is both international and interdenominational.  It is an 

experience of Christian spiritual renewal and formation where participants are given an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way as God's grace and love is revealed through other believers.  The weekends are put on by other  

believers who have previously attended the retreat, both lay and pastors.  New participants must have a sponsor (a  

person who has already attended) to assist in completing their application to attend and weekend experience.  Everyone 

wishing to attend the retreat must be registered by September 8.   

 

For further information and/or assistance in registering, you can contact Pastor Ric as well as one of the following 

members of your church  Kathy Stevens; Linda or Bill McDonald;  Lynda Montgomery, Kathy Grumbein, Roberta 

Turner OR any other friend who has attended a Walk. 

Thank you to the many people who helped me 
move! Whether it was help with packing, cleaning, 
loading, or offering me a glass of iced tea when I 
needed a rest, I thank you all for all your love and 
kindness! 
 Blessings,      
 Cherie Johnson  
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Greetings from the Garden and me at the Wesley House in Pocatello! 

 

It is now July 28, 2015 and as I write this, I think I’d rather be out “playing in the dirt” in our garden. As it is, I 

do like writing and am in an air conditioned room, so I shall stop complaining!!!  The dirt, flowers, fruits and 

“weeds” will wait for now. The weeds also will wait and probably still be there as the year goes on.  Weeds and 

all are plants from our Creator God (and Mother Earth), so the discussion about “weeds” is a long one with me, 

because unless the plants are dangerous, they are gifts from God!  Think about it, DANDELIONS (a favorite 

flower of mine!) are nutritious and can be used better than most of the grasses in the USA that are just watered, 

mowed and then thrown away.  This is not meant to be an article about BOTANY (although I am proud to say 

that “our” boy Ehren Moler did get his Master’s degree in botany and is headed to a northern New York to pur-

sue his Doctorate!)….Rather, this writing is going to be about BUGS!  Maybe we need an ENTIMOLOGIST 

now?  ;-) 

 

So. Bugs. Pests, you know, things that bother us!  We all have our own definition of a “bug” and my mom  

often called me a “pest!”  I rather like that we have bugs and pests in our lives.  They keep us on our toes.  We 

allow them in various degrees into our lives.  At the Wesley House we’ve had those pesky Box Elder bugs.  

Mostly I brush them away and those who make it until winter, well….I let them live and call them my pets!  

Oftentimes we are asked to deal with some bugs and pests that we would rather brush off and ignore.  As I type 

this, I have thought about some of those folks who come to the Wesley House.  Most of them I love dearly and 

check on them often if they don’t come around for a couple months.  Some of them need money, food, a listen-

ing ear, warm clothes and/or a spiritual boost.   

 

As much as possible, I give away food, clothes, a listening ear (or 2!) and spiritual boosts.  I also give some 

money.  Like most of us, I am not able to freely give away cash.  When someone truly needs cash for gas to get 

to an appointment or elsewhere (many people do live in their cars, you know), I will give some cash and/or 

drive people where they need to go.  Sometimes these “needy people” seem to be pests.  I do like helping 

“needy people,” do you??  I am not the judge of who is “needy,” are you? Do you think that perhaps God sees 

us all as NEEDY??? 

 

We have needs of food, water, LOVE, and shelter.  We have them in abundance, for the most part, in the USA. 

Think about you are helping “needy people” and how GOD always helps you!! Seek God for your spiritual 

needs and know that He ALWAYS provides for the other needs.  Those other needs, God uses PEOPLE to help 

meet.  As Christians, we are called to serve one another (for some of you a song may come to mind), we are 

called to justice and mercy.  May we show mercy and GENEROSITY to one another as God gives us oppor-

tunity.  Thanks to God for the incredible Gift we have of Jesus Christ and the LOVE we can share because of 

HIM! 

 

Thank you to all of you who share gifts in so many ways.  Thanks for dealing with me as I may “bug” or pester 

you!!  Thank you for LOVING and SHARING as God calls you to do.  And a final THANK YOU for now, 

THANK YOU for your care and prayers for the Wesley House.  Do come visit the GARDEN there soon (and 

feel free to tell me which plants you believe are weeds!).  Also, let me know of your NEEDS and how I can 

help and pray for you!  It is wonderful to share our neediness and to be the PEOPLE of GOD.   Micah 6:8 re-

minds us “….to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.”  Sure am glad to be walking 

along with you all. 

 

Sharing Christ’s Love in (and outside) the ISU Wesley House….come on along and enjoy the fun, food, and 

good fellowship there!   

 

Danette Frederiksen, Campus Coordinator for the Wesley Foundation at Idaho State U. 



 

 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          AUGUST 2015 

 
 
 
   

Join us for Pinochle!!! 
 

Everyone is invited to  join us for fun,  
food and  fellowship. 

 
          Saturday,  
        August 29th  
         At 7:00pm  
             in the  
     Fireside Room 

 
Bring a friend  

(or 2)  

and a finger food 
                      to share with the group 

Share the Harvest! 
Do you have a vegetable  

garden that produces more 

than you could ever use?   

Bring your surplus veggies to 
church to share your bounty with 
others.  Let’s be good stewards of 
the abundance God has provided, 
share with each other, and help 
feed those who may be in need! 

A well-balanced church 
 

The owner of a new puppy got a good laugh when the little 

dog, out for a walk, had an itch. The trouble was that the 

itchy spot was accessible only to a hind leg. So, while still 

walking, the pup tried to scratch and tumbled over, rolling a 

couple of times before coming to rest. 

 

In several places throughout Scripture, the apostle Paul writes 

about the church as the body of Christ, and of the importance 

of each member. Just as the dog needed each leg to stay bal-

anced while walking, so the church needs all the different 

God-given gifts of its members: preachers and teachers, 

friendly visitors, generous givers, musicians and singers, wise 

parents and imaginative children, people to produce and dis-

tribute meals, newsletters, lesson materials, and on and on.  

  

When we start thinking that some part of Christ’s body isn’t 

necessary, we risk taking quite a tumble! 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference Rm. 
CH– Chapel 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
  9:45-Coffee Hour  
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 

3 
Office Closed 
  5:30-SPRC CR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

5 

  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’ 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Trustees– CR 

Happy Birthday 
Sue Farnsworth 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Stacey & Dyke Jensen 

6 
 1:00-2G4H– FR 
 6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Roger Hanson 

 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Donna Boe 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Frank Farnsworth 

Carolyn Fulton 

9 

  9:45-Coffee Hour  
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
John Albano 

10 
Office Closed 
   5:30-Wesley  
     Foundation -CR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Rebecca Katzenstein 

Clayton Ooley 

11 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Alan Johnson 

Darlene Wilson 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Heath & Maggie Mann 

12 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
 9:00-3:00-Wool 
Club-Fireside Room  
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Finance–CR 

Happy Birthday 
Linda Lindley 

 
Happy Anniversary 

John & Kathy Albano 

13 
 6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 

  
 

 
 
  

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Shirin Johnson 

 
Happy Anniversary 
Robin & Steve Terrell 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
  9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 

17 
Office Closed 
  

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Scott & Mandy Mildon 

18 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Nishant Johnson 

19 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Ad Board-CR      
 

 
 

20 
 1:00-2G4H– FR 
 6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 

 
Happy Anniversary 
Judy & John Taylor 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22- 

10:00-4:00–  
  Emmaus–  
     Fireside 
       Room/Kitchen 

 
 
 

23 
7:30-10:00 Community  
         Breakfast 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Harold Farnlund 

24 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Evelyn Hitchcock 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Marky Essinger 

26 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  7:00-NA-FR 

 27 
  6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 

 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Mary Lou Lancaster 

29 
7:00-Pinochle– FR  

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Ruth Lish 

Judy Taylor 

30 
  9:45-Coffee Hour  
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

31 
Office Closed 
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
We are taking a break.  Watch the 

Tower and bulletin for our start 

up time.   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

