
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church is to 

build a caring community of Christians where we accept, renew 
and change lives by sharing God’s love in ways that make a 
difference in our world.   

THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

JULY 2015  

Join us as we celebrate our United Methodist heritage with Jason Lee Sunday on July 12th at the Upper Level  

of Ross Park under the covered pavilion. Worship will begin at 10:00am followed by a potluck lunch.  Fried 

chicken and drinks will be provided.  Bring your personal place setting and a side dish to share. 

Who was Jason Lee, Methodist Missionary? 
In 1834 the Rev. Jason Lee, a Methodist Missionary from New England,  
responded to a call seeking a preacher.  Several Native Americans of the  
Flathead Tribe visited St. Louis, looking for General William Clark (of the  
Lewis and Clark expedition).  They came seeking religious instruction for  
their people about “the white man’s Book of Heaven.”  They wanted to know about  
the “true mode of worshiping the Great Spirit.”  They wanted a copy of the “book of 
directions” on how to “conduct themselves in order to enjoy his favor” and how to “be 
received into the country where the Great Spirit resides and live forever with him.”   
 
They heard about this book from the white fur traders and trappers.   
The report of their visit fired the imagination of many people in the churches.  The 
Methodist Board of Missions was the first to react by sending Jason Lee out to the Oregon Territory  
(which included present-day Idaho).  They came to establish missionary effort aimed at converting the  
Native Americans and teaching them the “arts of civilization.” 
 
On the way to Oregon at Fort Hall (located on the present-day Fort Hall Reservation), Lee preached to a 
gathering of trappers, traders, and mountain men.  This worship service occurred on Sunday, July 27, 1834, 
during a layover along the Snake River; the local mountain men, Indians, and missionaries heard the first 
Protestant sermon delivered in the Oregon Country.  It was reportedly a festive day, with Indians in full  
regalia and mountain men dressed in what passed for their Sunday best.  After the sermon, there was a 
horse race in which a man was killed when he fell from his steed.  The next day, Lee conducted the first 
Protestant funeral service west of the Rockies. 
 
The Jason Lee Church in Blackfoot is the direct descendant of this early mission work.  The Blackfoot 
Church later sent Missionaries and planted a church in Pocatello because the need for faith in wild Pocatello 
was obvious. 
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From Our Pastor 

Some Final Blessings 
The Bible is full of stories of people taking their leave of family, friends, 
communities: 

 Think of the deaths of the Patriarchs, such as Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, who leave behind   a blessing before they die. 

 Moses with Israel at the verge of the Jordan in Deuteronomy who sets 
before them choices of life and death, how to live or how to wander 
away from God’s path. 

 Elijah casts his mantle upon Elisha along the Jordan, just before Elijah is taken up in the fiery 
chariot. 

 Jesus and his disciples at their last meal together or up on the mountain just before he         
ascends. 

How we leave and part from one another can be as significant as how we live together before we 
are parted. We have had a few all-too-short months to move through this process of preparing to 
leave – this time of transition, and the time is now upon us. It is a time of grieving and of anticipa-
tion – often conflicting feelings. It is a time for shifting relationships. As I leave, it is important for 
you now to look to a new person as your pastoral leader. This shift in relationship is important and 
necessary. Each of us comes with particular gifts and strengths. Michael Scarlett has particular 
gifts and abilities for ministry, many of which are different from mine.  You may be tempted from 
time to time to compare us. I would ask that you strive to refrain from making comparisons. In-
stead, please receive Michael and his family with the same open arms and hearts with which you 
received me when I first came. God has richly blessed us in our time together, and God will con-
tinue to richly bless you under the capable leadership and loving care that Michael will offer. 
 
There are some protocols of the United Methodist system of appointing and moving pastors that 
are important for all of us to know and observe. UM ministers are forbidden for one year following 
their appointment to maintain any pastoral relationship with their former charge. This includes 
marriages, funerals, counseling or offering advice on the internal affairs of the congregation. You 
will have a new pastor who will offer leadership for you, and these protocols are designed to pro-
vide the conditions whereby you will begin to forge those beautifully heartfelt and deep bonds of 
trust, love and grace that are the hallmark of true Christian community. 
 
I have been blessed by what I have received from being here: 

 You have trusted me, which has helped me to grow in my ministry. 

 You have accepted and received with openness what I have to offer in way of skills and       
education. 

 You have put up with my humor, (for the most part). 

 I have had the opportunity to act in a play, and you did not think that it detracted from my     
ministry. 

 You appreciated the various ways in which I endeavored to be a pastoral presence in the   
community beyond this congregation. 

 You walked with me and rejoiced as I met and courted the wonderful human being who        
became my life partner: Susan, and you have opened your hearts to her as well. 

 You keep trying to find ways of living out the message of the Christian faith, which has        
continually spurred me on to find new ways to make the good News of Jesus Christ relevant   
to our daily lives, including working on two books.  

 You have come to the classes I have taught and have encouraged me to continue teaching. 

 You have loved me and my family in whatever guise it has presented itself. 
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Salvation Army Lunch 
On Saturday, July 25th we will have another  

opportunity to provide lunch for about 50 

 people at the Salvation 

Army.  Donations of 

food and funds will be 

needed.  A signup sheet 

will be available on July 

12th and 19th.  Checks 

should be made to 

FUMC and noted Salvation Army lunch.  Again we 

thank you for being so generous in this endeavor. 

 Carolyn Fulton and Jane Davis 

Get Acquainted with  

Pastor Michael 
Be sure to sign up for one of  

the “Getting Acquainted with  

Pastor Michael” Socials that  

are coming up in the months  

of July & August.  Sign up  

sheets will be in the back of  

the Sanctuary or you can call  

the church office 232-1353. 

     We are also looking for people to host these  

socials.  We have several who have signed up already 

but we could use more.  Especially from the north end 

of town.  Call the office to sign up to be a host. 

     When we have all the host families and the people 

who would like to attend we will make a schedule and 

let everyone know the dates and time.   

In return, these are the blessings I wish to leave with you: 

 I pray for you that God will enrich your fellowship with new life and energy and that the boundaries 
of your ministry will expand into new territories. 

 I pray for you that God will help provide you with the resources to achieve your dreams and to   
expand your ministry. 

 I pray for you that you will not be satisfied with the way that things have been but that God will 
place in your hearts a holy dissatisfaction with the status quo and a holy hunger for fresh direc-
tions and creative ways to make God’s love real in our communities and world. 

 I pray for you the fullest measure of grace and love and peace and mercy and joy that God can 
possibly pour upon each and every one of you. May you go each day with God, and may God go 
with you down whatever darkened path or harrowed hallway may be before you. May God’s light 
shine darkest corners of despair or anxiety. May you know that you are never, never, never alone, 
and that whatever may arise, it is not God that punishes you but who is instead by your side, car-
rying you, giving you strength, believing in you, and when that time comes for you to pass from 
this life into the next, that God stands always ready to receive you into his eternal presence. God 
is love, truth and justice, and these will prevail always in the end and in the final accounting. Let 
these things guide you, for they are from God, and because they endure, so will you. 

 
And finally: 
         “Do all the good you can,  

By all the means you can,  
In all the ways you can,  
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can.” 

From Our Pastor, contd. 
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Music, Music… MUSIC!  It is summertime and there is even more fun MUSIC! 

 

Hello from Pocatello and the Wesley House where a variety of music can be heard. Sometimes silence is there 

and that is GOLDEN! In the summertime, the Wesley House has more silence and a lot of intentional music of 

the outdoors. 

 

The sounds that surround us are various.  We have so many wonderful senses: sight, sound, taste, etc. and those 

of us who have them and love to use them are beautifully blessed! When we can see the glory of God’s crea-

tion and hear the same, we are able to appreciate this world that the LORD made. When we eat and can taste 

the food, we are once again able to appreciate the tangible gifts from God.  Personally, believe it or not, I love 

times of silence. I love the sweet sound of “white noise” such as a clock ticking, water running, trains at work, 

birds singing….is that “white noise” to you? For me all of those sounds I hear when I am silent are just what I 

need to listen to the LORD. 

 

Pocatello and Chubbuck United Methodist Churches have provided awesome music for our community. The 

music in those buildings helps me praise God and it also helps me listen. The people who plan, provide and 

participate in church music are amazingly talented.  I am going to name some of  people who help with the mu-

sic (there are children of all ages involved and so I may not mention everyone here, yet here is a shout out to 

the BAMBOLO family at PFUMC for sharing their musical talents!).  

 

The Chancel Choir at PFUMC  (led by Ethan McWilliams, accompanied by Doug Buurma-Turner and featur-

ing fine voices including: Dick Hill, Floyd Anderson, Bill Sharp, Dana Lancaster, Marian Gebhart, Bobby 

Mills, Marky & Mike Essinger, Bob Spears, Alan Johnson, Pastor Craig, Roberta Turner-Buurma, Kathy 

Grumbein, Paula Coverdale, Robin Terrell, Sandra Mankand Kiboko, et al…please forgive me if I left out a 

name or two!) is BEAUTIFUL inside and out!  Their Thursday night rehearsals and Sunday practice times are 

made MOST EXCELLENT by our caring God during the 11:00am Traditional service.  They welcome more 

singers in the group!  Dick Hill is actually a great recruiter and I learned how to ask others about singing in the 

Chancel Choir through his recruiting me!!!  The REJOICE Group at PFUMC is equally as beautiful.  Judy 

DelDebbio is a great leader for them. She and Flo Frost have sung together for years! Their style of music is 

shared during the “school year” months at the 8:30am Rejoice service. The musicians in that group include: 

Robin T & Kathy G & Roberta & Doug (they’re also in the Chancel choir!), Tom Barthelow, Byron Bennett, 

and others add to the beautiful music made by that group.  And! We MUST note that James Frost puts in 

countless hours to run the soundboard and help with setups, tear downs, and setting up again for our PFUMC 

music events! 

 

The musical gifted folks at Chubbuck UMC are many.  Pat Kent keeps the choir going and leads music during 

the 11am Sunday service.  The accompanist, Ms. Jamie Ramsayer, is outrageously talented at piano and key-

board music.  She is a flexible woman of God who provides pleasant music from start to finish at CUMC wor-

ship services! Tim & Karren Streogle (sorry if I slaughtered the spelling of surname!), Daniza Whitam, Ruth 

Waldal, Carrie & Terry Janssen-Smith, Kim Hemenway, Ken & Wanda Light and others have been singing 

with Pat and Jamie’s leadership for years.  They also welcome more singing souls in their group. 

 

Music is a gift from God.  Being able to perform and listen to music are gifts from God.  We as individuals are 

gifts from God.  The Wesley House in Pocatello stands as a tribute to God. It is arms, mouths, eyes, ears & legs 

of the Body of Christ represented as the United Methodist Church.  We have a great outreach at the Wesley 

House to many souls who desire a rest. Those souls also desire a God Who LOVES and CARES deeply for 

them.  While I am working/living at the Wesley House, it will always be full of LOVING Music full of praise 

to God!  THANK YOU to all who PRAY & Give in many way to keep the door open! 

 

Serving God to keep “open hearts, open minds, open doors” with you, 

Danette Frederiksen, campus coordinator for Wesley Foundation at Idaho State U 
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Endowment Update 
On behalf of the Finance Committee we would 

like to thank Alan Stanek and Bill Sharp for work-

ing on our endowment accounts for the church.   

As you know this is part of our annual budget.  

Bobby Mills has stepped up to the plate to do all 

that is necessary when working with the endow-

ments.  As many of you know Bobby is a CPA 

and owns her own accounting firm.  Thanks Bob-

by for doing this for us.  Lynda Montgomery, 

Church Treasurer   

General Conference, 2016 
Meeting once every four years, General Conference is the top policy-making body of the United 
Methodist Church, and is the only body that can speak officially for the entire United Methodist 
Church.  In 2016, May 10 -20, General Conference will once again be meeting – this time in Port-
land, Oregon!  
 
Plans are underway to determine how we in Oregon/Idaho and the Western Jurisdiction can offer a 
“radical NW welcome” to the 5,000 representatives from Africa, Europe, Asia, Latin America and the 
US.  A plea has been issued for 1,000 volunteers to offer “extravagant hospitality” to those coming 
to participate in General Conference.  Volunteers can help by serving as registration desk helpers, 
door openers, traffic directors, translators, and much more!  You can sign up for one or many four-
hour shifts to share the gift of a warm smile and welcome to Portland.   
 
Volunteering at General Conference will be a way we in SE Idaho can see and  
participate in our global United Methodist Church.  For more details, go to www.GC2016pdx.org 

Pastor Michael Scarlett’s 
first Sunday with us will 
be July 5th.   
 
Due to the 4th of July 
Holiday weekend, the 
formal welcoming of 
Pastor Michael will be  
Sunday, July 12th, in 
conjunction with our Ja-

son Lee Sunday Celebration at Upper Ross 
Park.  Worship at 10:00 that morning with 
a potluck following. 
 
Come meet our new pastor and his  
family and welcome them to Pocatello. 

July  7    Chris and Emily White  
       16   Karl and Sharolyn Belzer  
       17   Roger and Barbara Hanson 
       18   Michael and Dawn Echanis 
       19   Jeaneane and Burt Huth  

July   3   Alan Stanek   
          6   Ethan Dingman  
         13  Stacey Jensen  
                Amy Mills   
          19  Virginia Baxter  
          23  Harald Wyndham  
          25  Andrew Bambolo  
          26  Trina Brockett  
                Arleigh Morton  
          27  Edith Hong   
          28  Bob Autenreith 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

http://www.GC2016pdx.org


 

 

Dear Friends of Pocatello First United Methodist Church, 
 
 So much has happened in the almost four years that I have been with you as  
Director of Lifespan Ministries! I have been so blessed to be a part of your church  
family. That is how it has really felt to me, like a family.  
 

See what God has done in our midst! We have done so much together. Our Children’s ministries have 
developed. Our Youth have gone through Confirmation Classes and even went on a Mission Trip. We have 
sent people to Church Camp. We have created Adult Bible studies and   other groups.  

 
I know that in the future you will continue to do great work to continue to make disciples and bring 

forth the Kingdom of God! I am so excited for your future with Pastor Michael. Everything I’ve seen tells me 
that he is a man with a passion for God. I know that I leave you in good hands. 

 
Thank you for your continual support in my role here at FUMC and as a clergy candidate! I have 

learned so much from you, and it has been a pleasure working with you to make our local church the best 
that it can be.  Though I go to Joseph UMC, you will always have a special place in my heart. Our relationship 
will change, but the love will always be there. 
 
Blessings, 
Cherie Johnson 
Director of Lifespan Ministries 
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Daniel & Edith Hong 
Glenna and Gerry Olson 
Pastor Saeed Abedini-to be released  
   from Iranian prison 
Carol Ryan Edgekoski-continued healing  
Vano Kalembe Kiboko-political prisoner  
   in Democratic Republic of Congo 
Jeri Savuto (retired missionary)- healing &  
   coping the re-occurrence of her cancer 
Kay Flower– recovery from  
   knee replacement surgery 

Bill & Kim Branson-health issues 
Caylee McCoy (McCurdy’s  
   granddaughter)- 9 mos. old  
   may need hernia surgery 
Bobbe Vagell-continued prayers; in  
   hospital for 6 wks. to find cause of  
   poor health 
Our church as we work through  
   our transition 
Hailey Flickenger-healing from  
   2nd degree burns 

Lanah (Burkhart’s daughter)-  
   quick recovery 
Charleston Church-families who  
   lost loved ones 
Dorothy– pneumonia 
Pastor Craig & Susan– their move  
   to Junction City & Coburg UMC 
Cheri– move to Joseph UMC 
Pastor Michael & family– moving  
   from Texas to FUMC 

Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers. 



 

 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          JULY 2015 



 

 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          JULY 2015 

Attendance: Roberta Turner (chair), Cherie Johnson, Marv McCall, Craig Pesti-Strobel, Roger Boe, Kay Flow-
ers, Dick Hill, Tom Holmes 

Devotional Reflection and Opening Prayer - Roberta. 
Admin Minutes review and approval - Approved. 
Committee Reports  
Nurture 
Education – Cherie reported that the Women's Bible study completed on May 28th. Children's chair, Holly 

Bambolo, has been polling people about VBS. People would like, but it's getting late. Many want to see 
what Pastor Michael would like to do. It probably won't happen this year.  

Worship - Kay reported they are set for Jason Lee. Will suggest that in the fall the acolytes sit in the front 
pews. They meet next week.  

Youth - Cherie reported a very successful mission trip to Camp Sawtooth, July 7-10. Both Sawtooth and the 
Youth want to do it again. They will be meeting through the summer beginning June 24th at 1:00 pm. 
Holly Bambolo and Byron Bennett have taken over the reins.  

Lifespan - Cherie reported that she has been out of the office most of the month with the Clergy Transition 
Conference the first week, the Youth Mission Trip and Annual Conference the second week. She was on 
vacation the third week. She preached on June 21 and is wrapping up loose ends this last full week of 
June. 

Outreach 
Missions - Roger reported that they did not meet in June. They will meet with new pastor on July 7 for a 

welcome dinner meeting.  
UMM - Roger reported that they continue to meet weekly. Everyone pitches in when needed.  
Administrative and Support 
SPRC - Tom reported that there will be a farewell potluck on Sunday, June 28th for Craig and Cherie. Finishing 

up details on Clergy Compensation package with the Charge Conference on June 30 or July 2. Expecting 
the Scarlett family to need help unloading their truck on June 28 after the farewell potluck. 

 Trustees - Marv reported that someone did some anonymous weeding and tree trimming. Looking at alter-
native ways to disuade skateboarders from using the area in front of the Sanctuary while maintaining 
safety. Suggested brainstorming with new pastor, Michael Scarlett about different ideas. 

Finance - Tom reported that finances aren't looking great, but no investment income have been posted. Bob-
by Mills has taken over as Endowment Steward and payments will be brought up to date. In the mean-
time, we have not been paying full apportionments. 

Pastor’s Report - Craig reported that he has been out of town for Clergy Transitions Conference and Annual 
Conference. He is in the midst of packing with packing parties. Putting together an indepth report for 
the new pastor, Michael Scarlett. 

Anything Else: Thanking Craig and Cherie for their service here. 
Closing Prayer - Tom 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cherie Johnson 
Pending approval by the Administrative Council.  

Administrative Council Minutes 

June 23, 2015 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference Rm. 
CH– Chapel 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
   7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Trustees– CR 
 

 

 
 
 

2 
 1:00-2G4H– FR 
 6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
  
  

 
 
 

3 

Office Closed 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Alan Stanek 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

5 
  9:45-Coffee Hour  
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 

6 
Office Closed 
  5:30-SPRC CR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Ethan Dingman 

7 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  
 6:00-Missions @ 
 Jane Wyndham’s 
  1352 E. Lewis 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Chris & Emily White 

8 

  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’ 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Finance–CR 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9 
 6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 
  

 
 

 

 
   

10 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

JASON LEE SUNDAY 
10:00-Worship-Upper 
  Ross Park 
 
 
 

13 
Office Closed 
  

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Stacey Jensen 

Amy Mills 

14 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

15 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
 9:00-3:00-Wool 
Club-Fireside Room  
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Ad Board-CR      
 

 

16 
 1:00-2G4H– FR 
 6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 

  
 

Happy Anniversary 
Karl & Sharolyn Belzer 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Roger & Barbara 

Hanson 

18 
7:00-Pinochle– FR  

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Michael & Dawn 

Echanis 

19 
  9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Virginia Baxter 

Happy Anniversary 
Jeaneane & Burt Huth 

20 
Office Closed 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

21 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
  6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 

  
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Harald Wyndham 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Andrew Bambolo 

 

26 
7:30-10:00 Community  
         Breakfast 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Trina Brockett 
Arleigh Morton 

27 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Edith Hong 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Robert Autenreith 

 

29 
 7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  7:00-NA-FR 

 30 
  6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-Sanct. 
 7:00-NA-FR 

 
 
 

31  
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(208) 232-1353 

office@pocatelloumc.org  
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Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at 7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
We are taking a break.  Watch the 

Tower and bulletin for our start 

up time.   

Updated Downloadable 
Podcasts at PocatelloUMC.org 

 

 

The church office will 
be closed Friday, July 
3rd in celebration of 
the 4th of July.   

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

