
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church 
is to build a caring community of Christians where we 
accept, renew and change lives by sharing God’s love in 

ways that make a difference in our world.   

T HE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  M ETHODIST  CHURCH  

JULY 2014  

Join us as we celebrate our United Methodist heritage with Jason Lee Sunday on July 13th at  

the Upper Level of Ross Park under the covered pavilion. Worship will begin at 10:00 a.m.  

followed by a potluck lunch.  Fried chicken and drinks will be provided.  Bring your personal 

place setting and a side dish to share. 

Who was Jason Lee, Methodist Missionary? 
     In 1834 the Rev. Jason Lee, a Methodist Missionary from New England,  
responded to a call seeking a preacher.  Several Native Americans of the  
Flathead Tribe visited St. Louis, looking for General William Clark (of the  
Lewis and Clark expedition).  They came seeking religious instruction for  
their people about “the white man’s Book of Heaven.”  They wanted to know about  
the “true mode of worshiping the Great Spirit.”  They wanted a copy of the “book of  
directions” on how to “conduct themselves in order to enjoy his favor” and how to “be 
received into the country where the Great Spirit resides and live forever with him.”   
 
     They heard about this book from the white fur traders and trappers.  The report of 
their visit fired the imagination of many people in the churches.  The Methodist Board  
of Missions was the first to react by sending Jason Lee out to the Oregon Territory (which included  
present-day Idaho).  They came to establish missionary effort aimed at converting the Native Americans and 
teaching them the “arts of civilization.” 
 
     On the way to Oregon at Fort Hall (located on the present-day Fort Hall Reservation), Lee preached to a 
gathering of trappers, traders, and mountain men.  This worship service occurred on Sunday, July 27, 1834, 
during a layover along the Snake River; the local mountain men, Indians, and missionaries heard the first 
Protestant sermon delivered in the Oregon Country.  It was reportedly a festive day, with Indians in full regalia 
and mountain men dressed in what passed for their Sunday best.  After the sermon, there was a horse race 
in which a man was killed when he fell from his steed.  The next day, Lee conducted the first Protestant  
funeral service west of the Rockies. 
 
     The Jason Lee Methodist Church in Blackfoot is the direct descendant of this early mission work.  The 
Blackfoot Church later sent Missionaries and planted a church in Pocatello because the need for faith in wild 
Pocatello was obvious. 



 

 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          JULY 2014 

Make Tracks to Vacation Bible School 

Take a Walk on the Wild Side! 

Register Online at the Church Website PocatelloUMC.org 

or at Pocatello United Methodist Church. 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/vacation-bible-school
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Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks 

It is Salvation Army  

Lunch Time 

Sat July 26 

Donations are needed for juices, 

rolls, milk and fruit.  This is ministry that we have 

been part of for many years.  Please call Lori at 

241-2736 if you would like to help 

Up Coming Youth Summer Events 
July 6-26  
    Youth Church Camps 
July 28-Aug 1  
    Help with Vacation      
        Bible School 
Aug 10-12  
 Grand Teton Camping Trip 

Thank You for Your Giving 
The church would like to thank the congregation for keeping their pledges up to date.   

     With summer here people are away more but the church still has the same expenses that 

need paying.  So please, if you are away mail your pledge to the church.   

     We want to keep the momentum going!   

Mission Committee 
NO Mission Committee meeting in July.  

Our next meeting will be August 5th at 

6:30pm.  We usually meet on the first 

Tuesday of each month.   

Attention:  Gentlemen 
It is a fact that a firm handshake is nicer 

than a limp one, but please be gentle with 

the older women especially. 

     Several have complained about hand-

shakes that bruise tender skin and crunch 

arthritic bones.   

 Thank you for remembering. 

Tom Musser (Georgianna  
   Gregson brother)- prostate  
   cancer 
Elaine & Bruce Kilgore– they  
   need strength and healing 
Herb (Joan Collett’s father)–  
   bladder cancer 
Daniel & Edith Hong 
Glenna and Gerry Olson 
Harry Musser (Georgianna  
   Gregson brother)-prostate  
   cancer 
Tracie Moran Summers (Ardith &  
   Henry Moran's daughter)-  
   successful results from liver  
   biopsy to be performed 6/18 

Pastor Saeed Abedini-to be  
   released from Iranian prison 
Tye-surgery on spine; healing 
John VanderBrook-cancer is  
   growing slowly; does not need  
   to start chemo for 4 months 
Linda Fairchild-tumor on spine 
Arlene Hurlburt’s mother-dealing  
   with dementia 
Doris– recovering from cancer  
   surgery 
Millie Carey-beginning cancer  
   treatment 
Carol-test results are good 

Tom & Kim Charlier-safe travel  
   to Iowa & thanksgiving for  
   Tom’s job in Iowa 
Sean-continued healing and  
   progression in life 
Juan’s family-Juan died from a 
   heart attack 
Joan Sloat family on her passing 
Wayne Ingram-recovering from  
   heart surgery 
Jerri Savuto-healing & relief  
   from pain 
Bill & Kym Branson-Bill in the  
   hospital 
Marv McCall 
Ron Nicholas Family on his passing 
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      July 7    Chris & Emily White 
           16    Karl & Sharolyn Belzer 
           17    Roger & Barbara Hanson 
           18    Michael & Dawn Echanis 
           19    Bert & Jeaneane Huth 

 

  
July 3       Alan Stanek 
       9       Ethan Dingman 
     12       Priscilla Miller 
     13       Stacey Jensen 
                Amy Mills 
      19      Virginia Baxter 

                      23      Harald Wyndham 
             25      Andrew Bambolo 
                      26      Trina Brockett 
                                 Arleigh Morton 
                      27       Edith Hong 
                      28       Robert Autenrieth 
                      29       Henry Bambolo 

Farewell to the UMC 
 

With regrets we are leaving Pocatello to move 

closer to family in  

the midwest. We are 

leaving so many friends 

in a Church that we 

loved and were so  

active.  It continued to 

inspire us to be better Christians.  It was a 

privilege and an honor for both of us to serve 

amongst you throughout the years. Our move 

will occur in mid-July. We bid you all goodbye 

with best wishes to you, our church family.  

New address:  

     7982 Ponderosa Drive, 

     Papillion, NE 68046.  

 Janette and Alan Stanek 

Ministry Spotlight 

Vacation Bible School Volunteers 
VBS volunteers help provide the opportunity for each child 
who attends VBS at Pocatello First United Methodist to know, 
love, follow and serve Jesus Christ through a fun-filled week 
of music, Bible stories, crafts, games and missions in a Safe 
Sanctuary environment. 
 
Vacation Bible School will be held July 28th – Aug 1st from 5:30-8:00 PM daily. Interested in volunteering for 
VBS? Look online at PocatelloUMC.org, or contact Cherie Johnson at (208) 232-1353 or 
cherie@pocatelloumc.org. We have roles that work directly with children and “behind the scenes.” 
 
Prefer to help by providing supplies? See the VBS Supply Tree in the Narthex by the Sanctuary. Pull a “leaf” 
off for the supply that you would like to lend or donate for the week of Vacation Bible School. 
 
Thank you for your help providing this vital ministry for the children of our church and community! 

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/Pocatello/gpgs/volunteer.aspx
mailto:cherie@pocatelloumc.org
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Old Habits Die Hard 
by Lovett H. Weems, Jr. 

I grew up working with my parents in our country grocery store. Those were 
days before the advent of large drug stores with hundreds of over-the-counter 
medications and dozens of customized variations of each of them. With limited 
alternatives available, we sold Bayer aspirin as a cure for virtually any ailment, 
from headaches to arthritis. Most bought small “tins” containing twelve aspirin. 
Each package contained a sheet of cotton to hold the tablets in place. Larger 
packages also included cotton. 
 
The practice of putting cotton into aspirin containers dates to 1914 or 1915, 
about the time Bayer began compressing aspirin powder into tablets. The cot-
ton served a vital purpose. Aspirin tablets could pulverize by rattling around in 
a tin or bottle. In 1980, however, Bayer created a coated tablet, meaning it 
would hold up without padding. Yet Bayer only removed cotton from their 
packages in 1999. “We concluded there really wasn’t any reason to keep the 

cotton except tradition,” a Bayer spokesperson said. “It’s hard to get out.” 
What might be the connection with church leadership? A pastor used the first year in a congregation to ask 
the church leaders as each activity and project came up on the calendar, “Why do we do this?” Once the 
leaders understood that the question was in no way a criticism, since it was asked about everything, they took 
it as an opportunity to think through many endeavors that may not have received careful thought for many 
years. Once churches have been around for a while, it is likely they are still putting lots of cotton in bottles 
well after the need has passed. 
 
Practices, routines, and programs arise to meet specific circumstances at the time. Often the actions continue 
once the circumstances have changed. It may be that the church treasurer still passes out a monthly budget 
report and goes over each line item to explain and receive questions, even after the budget has gone out as 
an email attachment well before the meeting. And members have already come prepared for questions and 
discussion. When I was growing up, I thought 11 a.m. on Sunday was a biblically dictated time for church. It 
turns out that 11 a.m. became a common pattern for worship because most of the United States was rural, 
and farmers needed enough time before church for their chores, with time left to travel to church by walking or 
by horse-drawn wagons. It could be that choir practice time was set years ago to accommodate a choir direc-
tor’s secular work schedule but continues a decade after that director left. 
 
Not only is it silly to do things that meet a need we used to have; it is also costly. The tradition of continuing to 
use cotton in the aspirin containers once it was no longer needed cost money to Bayer and their customers. 
Continuing unnecessary activities or practices costs money, time, and energy. All three of those resources 
are in short supply in most churches. Every resource the church has to offer should be dedicated to one pur-
pose alone: fulfilling God’s mission for our church faithfully in our time and place. Keeping the cotton in the 
bottles may reassure us that everything is how we remember it, but there is a world outside our church doors 
crying for attention and the love of Christ in new and vital ways. 
 
From Leading Ideas, February 26, 2014. Lovett H. Weems, Jr., is professor of church leadership and director of the Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary. His latest book (with Tom Berlin) is Overflow: Increase Worship Attendance & 
Bear More Fruit, published by Abingdon and available at Cokesbury and Amazon. 
http://www.churchleadership.com/leadingideas/leaddocs/2014/140226_article2.html 

We express our love and sympathy to two families of our congregation. 

    Joan Sloat died on Tuesday, June 10th.  Joan and Charlie are long time members of our 

church.  The beautiful banners you see in our sanctuary were made by Joan.  Her service was 

held July 14th here at the church.  

     On June 16th Ron Nicholas died.  Ron and Ruth are also long time members and Ron had 

been on many committees of the church and was very active until health issues made it so he 

could not get out.  His service was June 23rd.   

http://www.churchleadership.com/leadingideas/leaddocs/2014/140226_article2.html
mailto:lovettw@wesleyseminary.edu
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1189789&vsl=2487
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/142676751X/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=142676751X&linkCode=as2&tag=lewicentforch-20
http://www.churchleadership.com/leadingideas/leaddocs/2014/140226_article2.html
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HAPPY JULY!   Greetings and rejoice in our freedom! 
 
Summer is well under way now.  The plants at the Wesley House 
in Pocatello are growing like, well, weeds!!!  (I often argue that 
there are no weeds, only green plants from God!).  May the growth 
of our community garden represent growth to come at our campus 
ministry house. 
 
The Wesley House itself is going to be 100 years old in a few 
years.  It has repair issues.  Soon it will require a new roof. There 
are other minor issues, but soon (and very soon) we are going to need a roof!!  Allow me the use of 
a good old song to say we are going to need some fund!   HALLELUJAH that we have the house! 
Now we must work on getting that work done.  Any good ideas for fund raising are appreciated.  We 
hope to have a block party in the fall to help “Raise the Roof!” 
 
This summer is one of restoration for me. Last year on August 8

th
 I was in a terrible car accident and 

hospitalized for a couple of months.  The end of summer and early fall season was spent recuperat-
ing. Praise the Lord that I’ve been back in action for many months! It is good to report that. Some-
times I am resentful that the young man who was driving drunk is still free to drive and do as he 
chooses. Most of the time I can let it go, until the pain of a relocated liver hits! Yes. I have lasting  
injuries, physical and emotional, from that “stupid wreck” (as I now call it). 
 
My heart and mind are stilled when I read through the Holy Bible and meditate on the Psalms. 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away 
from Your presence, and do not take Your holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of Your salva-
tion, and uphold me by Your generous Spirit.” (Psalm 51:10-12).  God has never forsaken me. God 
keeps me here on earth and has plans for me still. THANK YOU to all who prayed me through the 
week when I was on life support! THANK YOU also for the help many of you gave through providing 
food and the preparation of TERRIFIC TUESDAY meals. It was a great school year and more 
church folk got involved as a result of my incapacities! Thank you all again and again.  May you con-
tinue to support the wonderful work at the Wesley House in all the ways in which you’re called to do 
so. 
 
This summer I am having times of restoration as I visit my home area in Clark County, Idaho and as 
I travel up to northern Idaho to see my sisters. May God’s “generous Spirit” be magnified as I take 
time away from the Wesley House.  May the students, faculty and staff of Idaho State University who 
are helping at the house have good times there all summer and into the school year! May the JOY of 
our salvation be evident at the Wesley House and wherever we go. 
 
Glad to be in the “land of the free and the home of the brave” and rejoicing in Jesus with you, 
 
Danette Frederiksen, Campus Coordinator for the Wesley Foundation at Idaho State U. 
 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

. 
OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference Room 
CH– Chapel 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
 9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room  
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 
 6:00-SPRC-CR 
 

 
 
 

2 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Trustees-CR 
 
 

 
 

 
 

3 

  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
  1:00– 2G4H– FR 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:00-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
Happy Birthday  

Alan Stanek 

4 
 Office Closed  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6  
  9:45-Coffee Hour  
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Ethan Dingman 

7 
Office Closed  

10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness  

  
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Chris & Emily White 

8 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9 
 9:00-3:00-Wool Club- 
   Fireside Room  
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Finance– CR 

 

 

10 
  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
  1:00-”James” Bible     
        Study– Chapel 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:00-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
   

11 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

12 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Priscilla Miller 

13 

JASON LEE SUNDAY 
10:00-Worship- 
 Upper Level Ross Park 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  

14 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 

15 
9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room 
  5:30-Baby Shower- 
  Fireside Room 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Administrative 
   Board– CF 

 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Karl & Sharolyn Belzer 

17 
  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
  1:00-2G4H– FR 
  1:00-”James” Bible     
        Study– Chapel 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:00-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 

Happy Anniversary 
Roger & Barbara  

18 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Michael & Dawn  

19 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Virginia Baxter 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Bert & Jeaneane 
Huth 

20 
  9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 
 

 

21 
Office Closed 
10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness  

 
 

 

22 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

 
 
 

 
 
 

23 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
Happy Birthday  

Harald Wyndham 

24 
  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
 1:00-”James” Bible     
        Study– Chapel 
 6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-CH 
 7:00-NA-FR 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Andrew Bambolo 

 

26 
Salvation Army     
    Lunch 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday  
Trina Brockett 
Arleigh Morton 

27 
7:30-10:00 Community  
         Breakfast 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday  
Edith Hong 

 
 
 

28 
Office Closed 
10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness  
 

 
Happy Birthday  

Robert Autenrieth 
 
 
 

29 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Henry Bambolo 

30 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  7:00-NA-FR 

31 
  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
 1:00-”James” Bible     
        Study– Chapel 
 6:00-TOPS 
 6:00-Rejoice-CH 
 7:00-NA-FR 

 
 

 
 

Vacation Bible School  5:30pm—8:00pm 
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First United  
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PO Box 4015 
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Permit #13 
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Office Hours 

Tuesday-Friday  

9:15am-4:00pm 

Closed for lunch noon to 1:00pm 

You may contact us by phone at  

(208) 232-1353 

office@pocatelloumc.org  

JULY 2014 

Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at  

7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group 

meets at the Clarion Inn every 

Thursday morning at 7:00 am for 

meditations and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877) 

for more information   

Danette Invites You to a Celebration 

of the upcoming birth of 

Seraphina Rylan Rose White! 

 

A family POTLUCK Baby Shower is planned for Tuesday, 
July 15th at 5:30pm in the Fireside Room at Pocatello 
First United Methodist Church.  Emily and Chris           
are on shower registry@amazon.com although               
gifts are optional.  Pulled pork, buns, drinks               
and dessert will be provided.  Bring your                     

favorite side dish to share! 

 

Come have fun with the White Family! 


