
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church 
is to build a caring community of Christians where we 
accept, renew and change lives by sharing God’s love in 

ways that make a difference in our world.   

T HE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  P OCATELLO  
F IRST  UNITED  M ETHODIST  CHURCH  

APRIL 2014  

Holy Week Schedule Includes Saturday Prayer Service! 
 

Apr 13, Palm Sunday (8:30 and 11:00 a.m.) 
John 1:35-49, John 12:12-19 “Whom Shall We Invite Along?” 
This is the final sermon in the Disciple’s Path sermon series. God uses all of our stories to  
invite others to follow Jesus. Come experience the stories of the earliest witnesses to Jesus. 
 

Apr 17 Holy Thursday, 7:00 p.m. 
John 13-16 
Join us as we experience the last teachings of Jesus as he urges us to Abide in God, and Abide 
in Love.  We will celebrate Communion and reflect upon being branches of the Vine of Christ. 
 

Apr 18 Good Friday, 7:00 p.m. 
On Friday we gather to experience anew the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God 
through scripture, song, readings and art. 
 

Apr 19 Holy Saturday, 7:00 p.m. 
Ephesians 4:7-10; 1 Peter 3.19-20; 4:6; Ps 142.7 
The Apostle’s Creed declares that Jesus “descended to the dead.” Paul proclaims that  
Jesus descended to the lower parts of the world, and Peter declares that Jesus proclaimed  
the Gospel to the dead. Join us as we pray and contemplate what it means for Jesus to bring 
the Good News to the hells in our world. We will close with a prayer walk through the church. 
 

Apr 20 Easter  
We proclaim Jesus as risen from the dead, and triumphant over all the 
forces of death in the world. We will welcome new members into our 
fellowship. 

 



 

 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          APRIL 2014 

From Our Pastor 

¾ Time Officially Starts in April 
It is now official. The SPRC, Administrative Council and Charge Conference of  

the church have officially approved that my position and salary will be reduced       

to ¾ time effective April 1. This has also received the approval (although with      

reservations and concerns) of the Bishop and Cabinet, as well as the Board of       

Ordained Ministry Executive Committee meeting ad interim. 

 

This is how I see the 3/4 time working out: I will be gone for one full week, including Sunday, per month. 

Someone else will be in charge of worship that Sunday. My suggestion is to see if Cherie is willing to take  

that Sunday, especially in light of her interest in pursuing ordination. But her other job expectations will need 

to be diminished during the week she is preparing for worship. I figure 20 hours a week for worship and  

sermon preparation. During the week I am gone, I will be working on getting my books ready for publication 

and related things. I may need to seek a part-time job to make up for lost income. I will see what will need to 

be done concerning that. In addition, I will have 3 weeks of vacation rather than the allotted 4 weeks. 
 

3/4 Time Schedule (Tentative): 
I am currently looking at being out of the office the following weeks: 

Month of April: March 31-April 5. (I will be in church simply to serve communion on the 6th. Cherie  

    will be in charge of the service. Dawn will be here on her Spring Break during that week, so we will be  

    enjoying our time together. 

Month of May: May 19-25 

Month of June: June 16-22. This is the week between Annual Conference, which is in Salem, Oregon,  

    and MADD Camp at Camp Magruder, where I hope to serve as theologian-in-Residence. 
 

Sermons Are Becoming Interactive: You may have noticed that the sermon format has changed. I have 

instituted a new sermon format during worship in which I actively engage the congregation with questions, 

feedback and small group discussion. This is in response to articles I have read about research indicating that 

people follow only about 5 minutes of a sermon (or any speech for that matter) before their attention wanders. 

The most effective ways to deliver sermons involve shifting attention and format about every 5 minutes.  

Retention of the message and engagement with the subject increase dramatically. What I am doing is applying 

some of the best practices according to recent brain research as it applies to preaching. Who says you can’t 

teach this old preacher dog new tricks?! 
 

Worship: Gathering Together Our Coals 
Psalm 100 begins: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness;  come into 

his presence with singing.” This Psalm is describing a situation in which there is joy, excitement, energy, and 

enthusiasm about gathering together. The Worship Committee, Finance Committee, Lay Leaders and Adminis-

trative Council of this church have been prayerfully considering what we should do as a church community to 

revitalize our life together so that this same energy, joy and enthusiasm is present as we gather together. We 

would like you all to consider joining together as one church body to rebind and rebuild our life together. One 

central feature that has emerged very strongly for us is the need to come together every Sunday as a single 

worshipping community. 
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Up Coming Youth Events 
March 30 Youth Group 9:45am                              
      (Poky Rally Planning) 
 
April 6 Youth Group 9:45 am  
 
April 6 Games at the        
      ISU-SUB 12:30 pm 
 
April 13 Youth Group 9:45am 
 
April 20 UM Men Easter Breakfast  
      Camp Fundraiser 
 
April 25-27 Poky Rally 

One of the reasons for this is just what this Psalm describes: rekindling the dynamic joy that comes from being 

a body of people that is dedicated to loving God and loving one another. Currently we are too much like a 

campfire whose coals have been separated and scattered apart from one another. Such a campfire ultimately 

goes out.  

We have had several young families come and visit our church. Many of them are associated with ISU. Some 

of our members who work at ISU have talked with these families who decided not to return because our wor-

ship services seemed too empty to them. They felt the church was dying. Your church leadership is taking this 

seriously, and we believe that it is time to try something new for a while. We are proposing that we go to a sin-

gle worship service in order to create a “critical mass” in worship, that will bring all our coals back together 

again and rekindle the flame that burns so brightly in this church. 

In order for this to happen, we will all need to give up something, and to take up something. This is not some-

thing we are asking lightly, and not some whim.  We all love this church deeply and passionately, and we want 

to see it thrive as a community dedicated to making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of our 

world. We are dedicated to seeing this church become a place where we all love god with all our hearts, souls, 

minds and strength, and our neighbors here in Pocatello and beyond as ourselves. 

 

We ask everyone to be in prayer about this need to re-gather our coals and rekindle our life together. The ques-

tions I pose to you to take to God in prayers are these: 

 What are you willing to give up in order for the church to thrive as a place for making disciples? 

 What are you willing to take up in order for the church to thrive as a place for making disciples? 

 

No decisions have been made about any of this. But the Worship Committee and Administrative Council are 

earnestly seeking your prayerfully-considered comments on this proposal. 

 

Your pastor, 

Craig 

From Our Pastor, cont. 

Our Church Is Grieving 
In the last couple weeks 2 members of our 

church have passed away. 

 

On March 15th Dan Lancaster died in Casa 

Grande, AZ after a short illness.  We express our 

love and sympathy to his wife MaryLou and 

daughter Dana Hoyle and the rest of his family.  

There will be a Memorial Service on May 17th at 

11:00am here at the church. 

 

On March 17th we lost Vern Jacobsen.  Vern has 

been a mainstay in our church for a lot of years.  

He died after a short illness.  His service was 

held in the Sanctuary on Saturday, March 22nd.  

Our love and sympathy goes to his wife Kathy 

and their four sons and their families. 
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CUMC Fair Share Meal 
Chubbuck United Methodist Church is having a Fair Share Meal Saturday, April 
5th, beginning at 5pm.  Enjoy an evening of learning, experiencing, eating, and 
fellowship.  Discover how food is distributed globally and how we play a 
part.  Reserve a place by getting a ticket from Chubbuck United Methodist 
Church 237-5742 or Wesley House  221-5380.  Tickets will be given at the 
door based on availability.   
 
In the spirit of One World Everybody Eats (O.W.E.E.) cost of the meal will be 
what you feel you can afford.  Come join us on April 5th at 5147 Whitaker Rd., 
Chubbuck.  

Salvation Army Lunch Time 
Sat. April 19,2014 

If you can help with monetary donations for 
the main course, or help with items to              
co-ordinate the meal, such as 
milk, juice or fruit, please call 
Lori at 241-2736 
Thank you and blessings. 

All Church Potluck 

Camp Sunday April 27th 
Our next church potluck 

will be April 27th right 

after the 11:00 worship 

service.  We will be cele-

brating CAMP SUNDAY!  

Wear your camp t-shirts 

and jeans to church that 

day.  We will provided the hot dogs, buns and 

drinks.  We are asking the congregation to please 

bring a side dish or dessert to share.  This will be 

our last potluck until September.   

Start saving!  Your household goods 

We’re having a Yard Sale. 

And it will be full of 

fun, fellowship,  

and fantastic frivolity. 

August 8 and 9, from 

9:00 to 3:00 

 Start saving!   

      At home, please.  

 But plan to bring it in starting August 2nd.   

Who, you say, would plan such a festive gala. 

United Methodist Women  

United Methodist Women to Meet 
Our Wednesday UMW will meet Wednesday, 

April 23rd at 10:00am in the Fireside Room. We 

would like to thank Roger Boe for his very  

interesting program on “Worship 

Around the World”.  We would 

also like to thank Annice Frovick 

and Gene King for the delicious 

refreshments. 

     The program for our April  

meeting will be given by Pat Burkhart and entitled 

“Handicrafts Through the Centuries”.  Since the 

beginning of mankind, Handicrafts have been used 

to beautify self, clothing, home and surroundings.  

With your help, Pat Burkhart will explore some of 

these crafts.  You may even learn a new one!  All 

women are invited to join us and bring a friend.  

We would love to meet her.  For more information 

please call Charlotte Cresswell at 233-6852. 

Come, Play Pinochle 

Saturday, April 5th 

7:00pm in the  

Fireside Room 

All are invited  

Bring a friend! 
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Happy Anniversary 
Marvin & Karen  McCall          April 16 
Bob Gilbert & Kat Phillips             22 

Birthday Wishes 
Phil Burkhart                       April  1   
Sharon Rasmussen                     1 
Jane  Wyndham                             2   
Michael Echanis                            3 
Ardith Moran                                   4  
David Kirkpatrick                           9 
Brad  Kosmicki                             14  
Marvin McCall                              15  
Holly Bambolo                              19  
Steve  Terrell                               19  
Jessica Brown                            21 
Ellen Potter                                  24 
Bob Spears                                24 
Mike Essinger                            30  
Kathy Stevens                           30  

Checking Into the Hospital? 
Don’t forget to let the Church Office know. The  

hospital does not contact us if any  

of our members check in, even if  

you indicate our church on the  

admission form. But be sure to  

indicate to the hospital staff that  

you would like a visit from the pastor 

or a member of our visitation team! 

Become a Member! 

On Easter morning, we will be welcoming new  

members into our  

congregation. Are  

you interested in  

taking the next step  

and commit yourself to 

being a servant follower 

of Jesus Christ at  

Pocatello First United Methodist Church? If so, please 

come to an informational lunch of quiche and salad  

at 12:30 in the Fireside Room on April 13 (Palm  

Sunday). If you are unable to attend this but still 

would like to join, please contact the Church office  

at 232-1353.  Childcare will be available. 

Easter Worship Invitations 
Do you want to invite people to Worship but are not sure what to say?  Is 

there someone that you would like to bring to church on Easter?  There can 

be something special about an invitation. We will be providing invitation 

cards that you can share with someone who may not have anywhere to 

celebrate Easter. They will be distributed at the worship services on April 

6th and 13th. You will also be able to pick them up in the office. 

United Methodist Men’s  
Easter Breakfast 
Sunday, April 20th 
7:00 -10:30 A.M.  

Pancakes, eggs, juice and 
coffee will be served.  Price 
is $5.00 for adults; $3.00 for 
kids 6-12, under 6 is free.  
Proceeds go towards camp 
scholarships and Gateway Habitat for Humanity. 
Buy your tickets from Mike Essinger, at the 
church office during the week or at the door.   

One Great Hour of Sharing 

March 30, 2014 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering, a United 

Methodist Special Sunday, enables the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to 

respond to disasters around the world by cover-

ing its operational and administrative costs. 

Unlike other mission programs, UMCOR re-

ceives no World Service or other apportionment 

money. By giving to One Great Hour of Sharing, 

you enable UMCOR to keep the promise that 

100% of designated gifts, will go to support the 

designated PROJECTS. Please continue to give 

generously to the One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 April 
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Pocatello’s Feeding the 5000 Families  2014  

The longest running Annual Interfaith Event in the USA to benefit the hungry. 

Now in our 17th Year!  Proceeds benefit the Idaho Foodbank.  

2014 Campaign will run from March 8th thru May 5th 

Time Course Location Address 

5:30PM - 6:00PM Appetizer First Presbyterian Church 202 S. 7th Ave 

6:00PM - 6:30PM Soup & Salad Central Christian Church 918 E. Center 

6:30PM - 7:00PM Main Course LDS Church at Caldwell Park Lewis and 7th 

7:00PM - 8:00PM Dessert St. Anthony Catholic Church 7th & Wyeth 

"This is the kind of fasting I have chosen: . . Share your food with the hungry." 
  Isaiah 58:6-7 

Participate in the following planned events! 

Interfaith Progressive Dinner: Saturday, April 5, 2014. Cost is $15 per person or $25 per couple.  
100% of the proceeds go to The Idaho Foodbank. For tickets contact a participating location or the   
Idaho Foodbank at 233-8811.  

Grocery Store Collection: Saturday, April 19, 2014 between the hours of 10AM and 4PM. Sign up 
to greet the public for 2 hours at the door of Albertsons, Smiths, Fred Meyer or Ridley's  grocery 
store and ask them to contribute to the Feeding the 5,000 Food Drive!  

Closing Celebration:  Come celebrate the end of a successful campaign on Monday, May 5, 
2014  at the Museum of Clean,  711 S 2nd Ave in Pocatello. The event begins at 5:45 and is free to 
the public, although we do ask that you bring 2 cans of either chili or vegetables. One goes in the 
donation barrel and one goes into a mulligan stew that will be cooked by Dutch Oven Delights and 
served after the service.  You will be able to see the museum after the event!  

Quilt Raffle: Again this Year! We will be raffling a queen sized quilt made by one of our committee 
members. Suggested donations are $1 per ticket or $5 dollars for 6.  All proceeds will go to the 
Idaho Foodbank. Tickets are available at the Pocatello Art walk as well as from any Committee 
member. Drawing will be held during the closing program. You do not need to be present to win.  

If you would like to make a monetary donation the Idaho Foodbank can purchase $6.00 worth of 
food with every dollar you donate. Monetary donations actually go farther than food donations!  
Bring your food donations to the church.  All dry and canned goods except baby food and pet food 
are needed.  Unopened items only, please.  Please keep within 2 years of the expiration date.  Here 
is a list of the items that can be donated.  
           * Peanut Butter   * Cereal * Canned Fruit * Canned Meat & Tuna 
 * Canned Vegetables * Pasta * Rice   * Beans 
 * Toiletries    * Chili, Stew, & Canned Meals * Toilet Paper  
 * Household Cleaning Products 

http://www.feedingthe5000.org/goog_1264016400164
http://www.feedingthe5000.org/interfaith-effort
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Forward with Grace UMW 
The Forward with Grace 

United Methodist Women 

Circle will meet Tuesday, 

April 8th at 1:00pm in the 

Fireside Room.  All women 

are invited to join us.   

“Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands! Serve the LORD with 

gladness; come before His presence with singing.”  (Psalm 100) 

 

Here’s a shout out to ya all from the Wesley House in Pocatello! 

 

God likes to hear us when we shout, clap our hands, say a silent prayer, 

and especially when we call out with heartfelt needs.  As a child growing 

up in a small community church (where Mother was a very zealous piano 

player!), I had lots of opportunities to learn about praising God.  Also,  

I learned to serve the LORD with gladness.  I’m so glad that we got to 

sing a lot in our corporate worship.  My sister Valeri tells about a Sunday 

service when Daddy got to be there (he usually worked on Sundays).  She tells how he said, “Val, if you can’t 

sing good, sing loud!”  Yup.  That would be my dad…always encouraging my sisters and me to do everything 

to our very best.  Our parents really did teach us to praise and serve the LORD. 

 

As I help college students who attend Idaho State University, it is a joy to know the OUT LOUD and quiet 

ways they receive blessings through the Wesley House.  There are two gals whom I shall call Sam and Tam 

who now park at the Wesley House and sometimes get to have a daytime break there.  Sam lives in Bancroft 

and Tam lives in Soda Springs.  They carpool to school in Pocatello a couple times a week.  They live LOUD 

lives as college students (who also work at other jobs and are moms as well)! They also live quietly as they go 

about each day on campus.  Our campus ministry helps them have better lives as college students. 

 

Since the Lenten season began, I have pondered sharing my faith in Jesus Christ OUT LOUD.  It seems the 

best way for me to share that faith is to share food, fellowship, fun, a caring ear, and a place for rest and  

refreshment to all who enter the Wesley House.  When it’s necessary, I use words.  (Ah. It seems I’ve heard 

that before.  St. Francis of Assisi said something like PREACH THE GOOD NEWS and WHEN NECES-

SARY, Use Words!). 

 

We as Christians are called to live and share our faith.  We do unto others in the name of Jesus.  God gave us 

various talents to share. I’m so glad that I get to share with college students!  Also, I am blessed to know God 

who “is good; His mercy is everlasting and His truth endures to all generations.” (Psalm 100:5). 

 

Please continue in prayer for this campus ministry.  Stop in at 836 East Carter Street in Pocatello when you 

have time.  Thank you for all of your loving support. 

 

Serving the Lord with you out loud and in quiet times, too, 

 

Danette Frederiksen, Campus Coordinator for the Wesley Foundation at Idaho State U. 

Come to Family Fun 

Night  
April 11th we will meet at 

6:00pm in the Fireside 

Room for Family Fun 

Night.  We will be decorating and coloring Easter 

eggs.  If possible please bring a dozen or two 

hard boiled eggs and we will provide the stuff to 

decorate them.  Dinner will be provided.   
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Camp Sunday– April 27th  
Sunday, April 27th we will celebrate Camp Sunday.  Wear your camp shirts and 

dress down for worship.  This will be a very special service about our terrific church 

camp program.  After the 11:00 service we will meet in the gym for a camp theme 

potluck.  We will provide the hot dogs and drinks.  Please bring a side dish to share.   

Adults, Kids, Youth, and Families Go Camping! 
The weather is cool outside but in a few short months summer will be here and it 

will be time for church camp!   It is time to start thinking about camp and getting 

registered.  Early registration is due in the church office by May 4th.  The church  

has scholarship money available.  If you would like to apply for a scholarship your application must be turned 

into the church office by May 1, 2014.  We have applications in the office.   There are many different camping 

opportunities for everyone from kids to adults.  You can go online at: gocamping.org for more camps and reg-

istration forms.  Or visit our bulletin board in the hall outside the church office.   

With So Many Opportunities, Why Church Camp? 
You have lots of options today—movies, museums, picnics, parks, classes, vacations, and so much more.  

With all of these options, why choose camp?  The camp experience builds up “core strengths” – a sense of self 

based on experiences of authentic community, real connection with the natural world,  

being present with each other, developing life skills. Camp embraces the whole person. Encountering God in 

the majesty of an outdoor setting cannot be duplicated in any building. 

     The Christian camp experience says to a child, “God loves you, counselors love you, your fellow campers 

love you, and it’s okay to love yourself.” This loving acceptance builds from year to year.  The hesitant child 

grows into a confident teenager, who becomes a caring young adult. From cabins to campfires, through field 

games and friendships, the camper looks back and says, “Yes.  This is the community where I belong!” 

What happens at camp doesn’t stay at camp! 
If you would like to attend one of the many camps available there are registration forms in the church office.  

You may also register on-line at gocamping.org.  We do have scholarships available.  If you would like to  

apply for a scholarship there are forms in the church office.  We would appreciate your scholarship application  

turned into the church office by May 4th.  We would like to have all registrations (or if you register online a 

copy) turned into the office also.  Call the church office if you have any questions.   

The True Cost of Camp and our Tiered Pricing structure 
Realizing that families have differing abilities to pay and that you know your family’s financial situation better 

than we do, we have instituted a voluntary personal pricing program. For most youth & some adult camps you 

will find three different tiered rate camp prices. You get to choose the one that best fits your family’s ability to 

pay. 

Rate A: 
The lowest price is a heavily 

subsidized rate and does not 

reflect the true cost of operation. 

(for most events this rate is not 

available after May 5th). 

Rate B: 
The middle price is a partially 

subsidized rate for persons who 

can afford to pay a little more. 

Rate C: 
The third price is the least 

subsidized rate more accurately 

accounts for the true cost of operation. 

This program is voluntary, requires no additional paperwork, and in no way influences the experience  

participants receive. Simply choose the rate that is appropriate for you. 

Please note: If you are receiving support from your local church or another organization, or requesting  

a campership, please select Rate A. We want to welcome everyone one to camp because we believe the  

experience of Christian community and the life-long relationship that you build with Jesus are priceless. 

http://gocamping.org/news/adults-kids-youth-and-families-everybody-goes-camping/


 

 

Prayer Concerns 
One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks 

THE TOWER                                                                                                                                          APRIL 2014 

Tom Musser (Georgianna  
   Gregson brother)- prostate cancer 
Elaine & Bruce Kilgore– they need  
   strength and healing 
Betta Sharp-recovering from stroke 
Herb (Joan Collett’s father)–  
   bladder cancer 
Daniel & Edith Hong 
Glenna and Gerry Olson 
Harry Musser (Georgianna  
   Gregson brother)-prostate cancer 
Joan Sloat & family– comfort and  
   strength 
Tracie Moran Summers (Ardith &  
   Henry Moran's daughter)- God's  
   healing touch on her body;  
   continue to spare her the pain  
   associated with metastasized  
   cancer & to inspire her positive  
   attitude 
Pastor Saeed Abedini-to be  
   released from Iranian prison 

Marjean Waford-large cancer  
   tumor in chest 
Tye-surgery on spine; healing 
Atlanta (Donna Grinzafi grand- 
   daughter)-broke her wrist 
Christian (Donna Grinzafi  
   grandson) hit by truck going to  
   school; healing and support for  
   the family 
John VanderBrook-strength to  
   resume chemo for new tumor 
Linda Fairchild-tumor on spine 
Carolyn Black-nerves healing  
   from broken wrist & elbow 
Jason– left home & mother  
   doesn’t know where he is; pray  
   for him to contact her 
Bill & Kym Branson-spiritual  
   guidance; help with finances 
Jackson-8 yr old allergic to  
   almost ALL solid foods 
Jerry Conlin-knee surgery 

Sean-stomach issues worsening 
Tammy-pray Dr’s. can resolve  
   health problems 
Amy-has had 10 miscarriages  
  and just lost another baby 
Ryan Family-healing 
Elaine Gordon-spiritual peace 
Pastor Chuck: pancreatitis surgery 
Sean Cannon-disability  
Dan Lancaster Family 
Connie Walden-has ALS 
Sue & Marv Dixon-lost everything  
   in a house fire 
Vern Jacobsen Family 
John Dingman– recovering from surgery 
Doug Buurma– safe travel and 
   abundant blessings 
Karen Eaton-healing after the passing  
   of her husband 
Rick– recovering from surgery & very  
   anemic 
Amber & family– safe travel & good  
   memories of family gathering 

Easter Lily Youth Fundraiser 
 

Beautify our church for the Easter Worship Services, and support the Youth. Purchase an Easter Lily in   

memory or in honor of a loved one or for yourself. The cost is $15.00 and the proceeds will go towards   

Youth activities and church camp scholarships. Bring your orders to the Connection Table in the narthex       

or the church office. Thank you so much for your support of our Youth!  (Any Easter Lilies not retrieved       

at the end of the worship service will be given away or donated locally.) 

 

 

Your Name ________________________________________Amount attached ____________ 

 

 

In Memory of _________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Honor of ___________________________________________________ 
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Administrative Council Minutes– March 19, 2014 
Attendance: Roberta Turner (chair), Cherie Johnson, Craig Pesti-Strobel, Mandy Mildon, Dick Hill, Alan Stanek,  
Tom Holmes, Roger Boe, Kay Flowers. 
Devotional Reflection and Opening Prayer - Roberta  
Nurture  
     Worship - Kay reported they are considering about the possibility of converting to one service. They are unsure 
about the timing of that. Need to have more information from SPRC to know what staffing we will have in order to 
plan. Discussion about the timing of going to go to a single service if that decision is made. There will be a single ser-
vice for Easter at 11:00 am see how that works. Will wait to go to a full time single service in June, as has been our cus-
tom for the last several years. Will review idea of a single service before Sept. Worship has also talked about using the 
Faith Page and announcements in the Idaho State Journal for more publicity. Alan suggested that individual articles 
from The Tower could be forwarded directly to them.  
     Education – Dick reported for Adult Ed that things are going well with a variety of studies. Cherie reported for Chil-
dren’s Ed that they are getting ready to prepare for Promotion Sunday and preliminary planning for VBS. The Youth 
would like to host a Poky Rally-esque event April 25-27. They have shown a lot of initiative, determination, and disci-
pline in preliminary planning. They requested the permission of the Admin Council, which the Council enthusiastically 
gave. 
Outreach  
     UMM - Alan reported they are planning Easter breakfast. Cherie indicated that the Youth have agreed to help. 
     Missions - Roger reported about the visit of Julia Frisbee to present on the Imagine No Malaria program in our area. 
Other regional churches are onboard when they are ready to do an area campaign. The sister church plan with Congo 
is pending a letter of invitation from Craig. 
Witness  
     Fellowship - Mandy reported that they had a really good Family Fun Night. April’s potluck will be on April 27th (last 
Sunday) to coordinate with Camp Sunday.  
Administrative and Support  
     SPRC - Tom reported that they started an ongoing evaluation discussion process with Craig. Tom proposed a DLM 
contract extension for Cherie running April 1, 2014-March 31, 2015.  
     Trustees - Per Alan, Roger Hanson is the new chair of the Trustee Committee.  
     Finance – Vince presented the proposed 2014 budget. The shortfall was reduced to $2824. This includes the 
“askings,” but they will not be paid until we know if we can afford it. Budget was accepted and passed by the Admin 
Council. Roger congratulated the Finance Committee for working so hard to put the budget together. 
     Lifespan - Cherie reported attending the Leadership Conference last week in Boise with Craig and Roberta. The 
church website now includes the audio of Craig’s sermons with the help of James Frost. The website will be updated to 
feature this more. A guest brochure has been completed that included in the pew rack for worship visitors as well as 
people attending community  events hosted in the church building. 
 

Pastor – Craig reported that the Congregational Compassionate Care group is active. People needing assistance should 
contact the church office, and Debbie will contact the appropriate task group for follow up. In April, he will begin ¾ 
time status. He will be out of the office one full week a month including Sunday. He suggested that Cherie fill that Sun-
day, especially in light of her interest in pursuing ordination. For worship services he has instituted a new sermon for-
mat to be more engaging with the congregation and foster greater attentiveness and retention of the message. He at-
tended the NLI Conference with Roberta and Cherie. They will be discussing what seems most appropriate to apply to 
our situation in Pocatello. [See written report for more details.] 
 

Other -Cherie asked Finance if they have considered or are ready to consider accepting online giving on the website. 
Alan said that they have considered and were concerned about the cost. Cherie said that she would forward another 
resource that may be more cost effective.  
 

Closing Prayer - Alan.  
Respectfully submitted. 
Cherie Johnson 
Pending approval by the Administrative Council 



 

 

Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    
OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

FR-Fireside  
   Room 
CR-Conference  
   Room 
CH– Chapel 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Sharon Rasmussen 

Phil Burkhart 

2 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
11:00-Women’s Bible 
    Study– Conf. Room 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  6:00-Exercise– CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-SPRC-Conf Rm 

 
 

Happy Birthday  
Jane Wyndham 

3 
  6:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
  1:00– 2G4H– FR 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:30-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
  7:00-Trustees-CR 
  7:30-Choir 

Happy Birthday  
Michael Echanis 

4 
 4:00– Girl Scouts- 
     Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Ardith Moran 

5 
7:00pm–  
    Pinochle- 
     Fireside Room 

  
 
 

6 One Service 
  9:45-Sunday School 
  9:45-Youth Group 
  9:45-Coffee Hour 
11:00-Worship-Sanct. 
   6:00-Bible Study @ 
   Wesley House 
   6:30-Bible Study @ 
   Strobel’s-441 S. 11th 
 
 
 

7Office Closed 

10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness 
  4:00-Exercise– CH 
  5:30-Wesley ISU- 
      Fireside Room 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  6:30-Missions-CR 
  7:00-Fellowship-FR 
 
 

8 
  1:00-Forward with  
    Grace UMW–FR 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

9 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
9:00-3:00-Wool 
   Club– Fireside Rm 
11:00-Women’s 
    Bible Study-CR   
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  6:00-Exercise– CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Finance-CR 

Happy Birthday  
Dave Kirkpatrick 

10 

  6:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:30-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
  7:30-Choir 

 
 
 

11 
 6:00– Family Fun 
   Night-FR 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13  
   
 
8:30-Rejoice Service- 
             Chapel 
  9:45-Sunday School 
  9:45-Youth Group 
11:00-Worship-Sanct. 
   6:00-Bible Study @ 
   Wesley House 
 6:30-Bible Study @ 
   Strobel’s-441 S. 11th 

14 
Office Closed  

  4:00-Exercise– CH 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Brad Kosmicki 

15 
9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Marv McCall 

16 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
11:00-Women’s 
    Bible Study-CR   
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  6:00-Exercise– CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Administrative 
     Board-Conf. Rm 

Happy Anniversary 
Karen & Marv McCall 

17 
 
 
 
  6:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
  1:00-2G4H– FR 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Maundy Thurs.     
     Service- Chapel 

18 

Office  
Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
  4:00– Girl Scouts- 
     Fireside Room 
  7:00-Good Friday 
     Service– Chapel 

19 
   
 
 
 
 
7:00-Holy  
 Saturday Service–                
             Chapel 

 
Happy Birthday  
Holly Bambolo 
Steve Terrell 

20  
   
 
 
7:00-10:30-UMM     
     Easter Breakfast 
  8:30-Rejoice Service-              
11:00-Worship-Sanct. 
  6:00-Bible Study @ 
   Wesley House 
  6:30-Bible Study @ 
   Strobel’s-441 S. 11th 

21Office Closed 

10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness  
  4:00-Exercise– CH 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Jessica Brown 

22 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Bob Gilbert & 
Kat Phillips 

23 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
10:00-United  
   Methodist Women–      
     Fireside Room 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  6:00-Exercise– CH 
  6:00-Worship-CR      
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
 

24 
  6:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:30-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-Volleyball-Gym 
  7:30-Choir 

 
Happy Birthday  

Ellen Potter 
Bob Spears 

25 
Poky Rally 

26 
 Poky Rally 

27Camp Sunday 
Poky Rally Ends 
7:30-10:00 Community  
         Breakfast 
  8:30-Rejoice Service-               
  9:45-Sunday School 
11:00-Worship-Sanct. 
12:15-Potluck-Gym 
  6:00-Bible Study @ 
   Wesley House 
   6:30-Bible Study @ 
   Strobel’s-441 S. 11th 

28 
10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness  
  4:00-Exercise– CH 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
 

29 
  6:00-Jr. Boys  
     Basketball 

30 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
11:00-Women’s 
  Bible Study– CR 
  6:00-Fencing-Gym 
  6:00-Exercise– CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 

 
 

Happy Birthday  
Kathy Stevens 
Mike Essinger 
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Office Hours 

Tuesday-Friday  

9:15am-4:00pm 

Closed for lunch noon to 1:00pm 

You may contact us by phone at  

(208) 232-1353 

office@pocatelloumc.org  

APRIL 2014 

Address Service Requested 

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at  

7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 

Reminder 
One Service  

Sunday, April 6th 
 11:00am 

In the Sanctuary 
Sunday school will be held at 9:45 as 
usual.   

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group 

meets at the Clarion Inn every 

Thursday morning at 6:00 am for 

meditations and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877) 

for more information   

Now available at the church’s website  

PocatelloUMC.org 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org/worship/sermon-archives

