
 

 

The Tower 
The purpose of Pocatello First United Methodist Church 
is to build a caring community of Christians where we 
accept, renew and change lives by sharing God’s love in 

ways that make a difference in our world.   
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F IRST  UNITED  M ETHODIST  CHURCH  

AUGUST 2013  

Fall Sermon Series:  
 “The Prayer That Changes Us” 
 

The first “You Asked For It” sermon will actually be a series 
devoted to the Lord’s Prayer. For details about the series, see 
Pastor Craig’s column in this issue of the Tower. The entire  
series of sermons is as follows: 

July 28 Matthew 6:5-15 NRSV Introductory Sermon: the Prayer That Changes Us 

Aug 4 Philippians 1:1-2:13 Having the Mind of Christ (special guest) 

Aug 11 Matthew 6:9-13 KJV Abba, Father– To Whom or What Do We Pray? 

Aug 18 (Cherie’s choice) Guest preacher: Cherie Johnson 

Aug 25 Matthew 6:9-13 Amplified Bible Who Art in Heaven 

Sept 1 Matthew 6:9-13 
Jerusalem Bible 

Hallowed Be Thy Name 

Sept 8 Matthew 6:9-13 
Young’s Literal Translation 

Thy Kingdom Come 

Sept 15 Matthew 6:9-13 NIV Thy Will Be Done 

Sept 22 Matthew 6:9-13 NAS On Earth As It Is in Heaven 

Sept 29 Matthew 6:9-13  
Good News Translation 

Give Us Today Our Daily Bread 

Oct 6 Matthew 6:9-13 CEV Forgive Us Our Debts,  
As We Also Have Forgiven Our Debtors 

Oct 13 Matthew 6:9-13 The Message And Lead Us Not Into Temptation,  
But Deliver Us From Evil 
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From Our Pastor 

When I was growing up, there was a TV show that I enjoyed watching when 
I visited my grandparents in California. It was called “You Asked For It.” 
Viewers would write in about some interesting person or place or event 
that they had heard about but weren’t able to see themselves. The television 
crew would locate the person or place or event and feature them on the 
show. At the end of each show segment, the host would wrap up with “You 
asked for it!” 

 

Early in June, we sent around a survey during worship seeking sermon suggestions. Debbie compiled all 
the surveys, and I now have a list of requests and suggestions. Over the course of the next year, I will be 
preparing sermons that address your concerns, interests and puzzlements. It will be interesting for me 
as well because many of the topics are ones about which I have questions and uncertainty, as well. 

 

One of the requests echoed a request I have received from time to time to preach on the Lord’s Prayer. 
There is great depth and expansiveness to this prayer if one spends time dwelling in it. Far too often, 
however, we sail right through this prayer without lingering long enough to let its simple profundity 
shape our hearts and minds. What I plan to do, then, is to spend time each week looking at a particular 
phrase or line of the prayer. 

 

It is my hope and intention throughout this sermon series that this powerful Prayer of Jesus will come 
alive for each of us. We are going to pray it in different translations and forms. We will sing it sometimes. 
We will read it in different English versions of the Bible. We will encounter new wordings that will ex-
pand our understanding. At times it will be like traveling to a foreign country. We will meet new people, 
hear new things and the words we speak will taste differently to our mouths. Each week we will focus 
upon one line of this prayer, and sink into it more deeply. By the end, I am sure we won’t be the same. 
That’s because this is the Prayer that Changes Us, which is the title of the sermon series. 

 

As always, if you miss a Sunday, you can access a copy online at the sermon archive on our website, 
www.pocatelloumc.org. (The site is currently being transferred to a new host, so it may take a few days 
to become accessible again. Keep trying.) Alternatively, copies are placed on the table outside of the of-
fice at church. 

 
I am praying that we all will be blessed and enriched by this sermon series. And remember, “You asked 
for it.” 

 
Your pastor, 

Craig 

http://www.pocatelloumc.org
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Prayer Concerns 
                                             One of the essentials of being a church is that we pray for one another.   

                                              Please hold the following people in your prayers during the coming weeks 

John VanderBrook - 
   (Sue Akersten’s brother)–strength  
       and courgage 
Sumitra Prasangi– healing 
Bill Akersten– health problems 
Bill Frederiksen– treatment for  
   prostate cancer 
Tom Musser (Georgianna Gregson  
   brother)- prostate cancer 
Joan Sloat– healing 
Elaine & Bruce Kilgore– they need  
   strength and healing 
Betta Sharp-recovering from stroke 
Herb (Joan Collett’s father)–  
   bladder cancer 
Melva– starting cancer treatment 
Stanley Vegors, Jr– ulcerative colitis 
Jeff Stewart-needs liver transplant 
Carol Edgekoski-healing has feeding  
   tube & recovering from surgery 
Kaye Black-healing & strength 
Brent & Karen Smith– he has health  
   problems 

Vern Jacobsen-healing from stroke 
Elisa Beth Provence (Gary & Marlys  
   McCurdy’s daughter)- pregnant first  
   child, uneventful & safe pregnancy 
Dennis Fairchild-inoperable brain tumor/ 
   starting chemo 
Velda (Esther Benson’s niece)-treatment  
   for breast cancer 
Stanely Vegors-recovering liver surgery  
John Dingman-recovering from broken 
hip 
Esther Benson-traveling to Las Vegas 
Lisa-very ill, must move to LA 
Bonnie-suffering physical & emotionally  
   husband is on Hospice 
Kerrie-upcoming surgery July 18th 
Ann-going to Huntsman Cancer Center 
Tom Larsen-with mission team in Kenya 
Tye-peace 
Tracie & Stuart Summers (Moran’s  
   daughter & son-in-law)-success in  
   mission trip to Ukraine 

Irene-declining health 
Scott Charlier-guidance during Basic  
   Advanced Training 
Connie Roddy Family on her passing 
Jack & Kathy Rawson– Jack is dying from  
   prostate cancer 
Andrew Grumbein- going to Japan for 6  
   months, his family is staying in Burley 
Campers– safe travel & a great experience 
Sarah Brown– healing from heart transplant 
Eddie’s family on his passing 
Charlotte– new teaching position 
Carey-in retirement 
Steve Terrell-upcoming surgery 
Ken– heart trouble  and cancer 
Ben-serious illness 
Virginia Cross-end stage multiple myeloma 
Cathy Dawson-lost her husband to cancer 
Shirley Wright-moving to Minneapolis 
Allen & Barb Jackson-moving to Boise 
Misty, Ben, Lily & family-strength for family     
   after the sudden death of husband and  
   father 

Pastor’s Discretionary Update 

We have been blessed to be able help so many individuals and families this year through the   
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  With people getting laid off from their job and new jobs hard to find 
this has been a hard spring and summer for many.  With your generosity we have been able to 
help 55 people since January 2013 with gas for their cars ($366.02), utilities ($1,878.91), rent   
payments ($1,259.59), and medical bills ($98.99).  This totals $3,603.51.  We have given out    
food boxes and Bags of Hope to many families and also sent people to Aid for Friends for gas 
vouchers.   

 

But our funds are running very low.  We have $224.69 in the Discretionary Fund.  We are asking 
for your help in replenishing this account so we may continue helping others in need.  Please mark 
your check or envelope “Pastor’s Discretionary” so your contribution will be put in the right account.  
Just a reminder, the first Sunday of every month we take a special offering for the Pastor's Discre-
tionary Fund.  Green envelopes are provided in the bulletin, or you can put your donation in the 
baskets that are placed at the front of the Sanctuary.  

Thank you in advance for help and generosity. 
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A big Thank You to everyone who came to 
help us celebrate Lee’s Memorial Service. 
     Your thoughts, prayers and cards were 
greatly appreciated. 
     We would like to thank Debbie for all  
the work she did to help us.  Also, a big  
thanks goes to all the ladies who helped  
prepare and serve the wonderful luncheon  
we had after the service. 
     We would also like to express our  
appreciation and gratitude to those that  
donated to the youth camping fund in Lee’s 
name. 
     We are so blessed to have friends like all 
of you.  
 Fran Baker and Family 

Thank you! 
What a wonderful lunch we served at the Salvation 

Army July 20th.  We served 56 

hungry people in a picnic style 

lunch.  All because of your help 

and caring can we do this. 

 

Thank you to everyone who made it happen again 

with your prayers and donations all things are possi-

ble. 

 

Millie and her committee 

And a Word from Lifespan Ministries 

    

I find myself in the midst of a wild summer. I thought that this was supposed to be a time when things slowed 

down, so I could regroup and plan for the rest of the year and the upcoming school year. *smile* 

 

Right now, I have songs for Vacation Bible School repeating on a track in my head. Luckily, the songs are 

really great. I am so thankful for all of the people who have been helping with VBS. From those who are mak-

ing anonymous donations of supplies and holding us up in prayer to the people who will be working directly 

with the children and everyone in-between, it feels like a whole church effort. As I have been telling everyone 

who listen, I am sure that God will do a mighty thing with us this week. 

 

Please, keep all of us in your prayers as we get ready to hear about Paul's Dangerous Journey to Share the 

Truth in Athens. 

 

Peace & Joy, 

Cherie 

Forward with Grace UMW 
Forward With Grace UMW will meet on Tuesday 

August 13 at1:00pm.  Come 

and join us and hear about the 

Mission U studies.  We had 

three people attend.  What is 

Mission U, well come and find 

out!  Any Questions call 

Lynda Montgomery 233-3229.   

Ladies Night Out 

August 9– 5:30pm 
Ladies it’s time for a much needed 

fun adventure.  For our August 

Ladies Night Out we are going to 

dinner at Tai Paradise -140 S. 

Main St in Old Town.  After a  

delicious dinner we are going to 

tour the Parade of Homes.   We will meet August 9, 

2013 at 5:30pm at Tai Paradise and then after a great 

dinner we will divide up and head to look at the new 

homes.  These homes are a lot of fun to see!   Please 

RSVP to Mandy Mildon 380-1989 or the church  

office 232-1353.  Merlin’s TV has a special on  

tickets.  They are 2 for $10.00 (or $5.00 a piece).   

If you bring your ticket money to the church office 

we will pick up your ticket  for you.  If you could be 

a carpool driver let Mandy know also. 
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Greetings and Salutations from the Wesley House in Pocatello! 
It’s been a bountiful summer at the house since we’ve had a garden growing out   
in front.  Students will be surprised to have some homegrown vegetables in their 
“Terrific Tuesday” dinners!  I look forward to the   harvest. 
 
There is a harvest mentioned in God’s Holy Word.  We as Christians are called to  
go into the harvest for souls.  Matthew 9:37, 38 says, “The harvest truly is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labor-
ers into His harvest.” What is your part in the harvest for the Lord?  If you need a place to help, please let me 
know as we can always us help in the campus outreach. 
 
The school year at Idaho State University begins the week of August 26th.  Our first “Terrific Tuesday” dinner 
will be on August 27th.  It will be a fun reunion of students who have frequented the Wesley House as well as 
new ones.  Please pray for our times together at the campus house.  Pray especially for the student organiza-
tion officers:  President Sarah Lyons; VP Troy Hull; and Secretary/Treasurer Ehren Mohler.  The three officers 
have already met for planning and preparation of activities for the school year.  They are a dedicated bunch.  
Each of them has a vision for our campus ministry along with a servant heart. Wow!  I am excited to get to 
work with them! 
 
Coming up in September is our annual CHRISTMAS dinner at the Wesley House.  I’ll be asking for help in fixing 
a turkey dinner.  The dinner will be on September 24th.  Please let me know how you will help. I like phone 
calls and /or texts!  208-221-5380 is the number to call. 
 
Harvesting with you, in Christ’s loving care, 
Danette Frederiksen, Campus Coordinator for Wesley Foundation at Idaho State University 
 

“Poverty Points” by Jane Wyndham 
 

We just got back from Mission u, sponsored by United Methodist Women.  I took two classes.  One was on 
Poverty, and the other was on the book, The Call:  Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly.  In The Call, one of 
points made by Rev. Bob Flaherty was about being a “Player,” a “Prayer,” and/or a “Payer.”  A “Player” is 
someone who says, “I can advocate for the poor.”  A “Prayer” says, “I will pray for the poor.”  A “Payer” says, 
“I will give money to the poor.”  Depending on the need at the time, I have been a “Player,” or a “Payer,” or a 
“Prayer.”  I bet you have, too. 
 
      SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), formerly Food stamps, is needed by the poor in 
Idaho.  Here are some facts on their Poverty: 
       About half of all American children will receive SNAP benefits at some  
       point before age 20. 
       One in seven people are enrolled in SNAP.  Nearly half are children. 
       More than 90 percent of SNAP benefits are used up by the third week         
                  of the month. 
 
As of July 11, the House has passed Farm Bill H.R. 2642, which has cut SNAP entirely.  The bill will now go 
to a Senate-House (joint) conference committee to reach a compromise on differences.   Be a “Player” and 
write to your members of Congress.  Urge them not to abandon efforts to cut SNAP. 
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Pocatello First  
United Methodist Church 

200 N. 15th Ave. 
PO Box 4015 

Pocatello, ID  83205 
(208)232-1353 

www.pocatelloumc.org 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
  OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday-Friday 
9:15-noon 
1:00-4:00 

 
FR-Fireside Room 
CR-Conference Room 
CH– Chapel 

  
 
 

 
 1 

    7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn    
  1:00– 2G4H– FR 
  5:30-VBS 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  7:00-Trustees-  
     Stanek’s- 
         1352 E. Lewis 
 

2 

  5:30-VBS 

3 
2:00-Rejoice  
       Practice- 
          Sanctuary 
 

4 

  9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 
 
 

5 
Office Closed 

10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness  
  5:30-Wesley  
       Foundation-CR 
 

6 
9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room 
11:00-Esther Study- 
     Chapel 

7 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
11:00-Women’s 
    Bible Study-CR   
   7:00-NA-FR 
  7:00-SPRC– CR 
 

8 
  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn    
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:30-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
   

11  

  9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 
 

12 
Office Closed 

10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness  

13 
11:00-Esther Study- 
     Chapel 
  1:00-Forward with  
    Grace UMW–FR 
 
 
 

14 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
9:00-3:00-Wool 
   Club– Fireside Rm 
11:00-Women’s Bible 
    Study– Conf. Room 
   7:00-NA-FR 
 
 

15 
  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn    
 1:00– 2G4H– FR 
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:30-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
  9:45-Coffee Hour 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 

 
 

19 

Office Closed 
 

20 
9:00-3:00-Stitchers- 
   Fireside Room 
11:00-Esther Study- 
     Chapel 
  5:00-Adult Ed-CR 

21 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
11:00-Women’s 
    Bible Study-CR   
  7:00-NA-FR 
 

22 
  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn    
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:30-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 
 

23 24 
 

25 
7:30-10:00-Community  
         Breakfast 
10:00-Worship-Sanct. 
 

26 
Office Closed 

10:00-12 noon- 
    Cup of Soul @ 
    Mocha Madness  

 
 

27 
11:00-Esther Study- 
     Chapel 

28 
  7:00-UMM @ 
     Butterburr’s 
11:00-Women’s 
    Bible Study-CR   
12:00-Children’s Ed- 
         Fireside Room 
  6:00-Worship-FR 
  7:00-NA-FR 

29 
  7:00A-Women’s  
       Fellowship @  
            Clarion Inn    
  6:00-TOPS-Room 1 
  6:30-Rejoice-CH 
  7:00-NA-FR 

30 31 

AUGUST 

2013 
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Address Service Requested 

Thursday Women’s  

Fellowship Group 
The Thursday Women’s Group 

meets at the Clarion Inn every 

Thursday morning at 6:00 am for 

meditations and fellowship. 

 Call Kathy Grumbein (237-1877) 

for more information   

United Methodist Men 
All men of the church are  

invited to join the United  

Methodist Men for breakfast and 

fellowship at Butterburr’s every 

Wednesday morning at  

7:00 am.                    

Community Breakfast 

Clothes Closet 
4th Sunday of each month 

7:30a.m. -10:00a.m. 

Everyone is invited! 


